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Giving Props 

Your photo issue was a 
delight, with those 
eye-candy pictures of 
Patrick Dempsey. But 
the photo that made me 
stare with true adora- 
tion? The lovely image 
of Atticus Finch’s glass- 
es. Be still my heart. 


Kimberly Perry 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 


I was so glad that 

the shot of Sylvester 
Stallone’s gloves from 
the original Rocky 
opened “The Things 
They Carried.” To see 
the gloves from one of 
the most famous box- 
ing matches in cinema 
history was a treat. 
Wonder if Carl Weath- 
ers (Apollo Creed) has 
the other pair. 


Rocky Winer 
El Cajon, Calif: 


A Case of Black 
and White 

Thanks for showing 
some class and justifi- 
ably castigating The 
Jazz Singer (DVD). Like 
The Birth of a Nation, it 
may have been a mile- 
stone in filmmaking, 
but that doesn’t make it 
any less abhorrent. 


Megan Grant 
Towa City 
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““Can’t Buy Me 
Love’ is one 
of my favorites, 
and it’s nice to 
see Ronald 
Miller become 
such a hunk.” 


Crothersville, Ind. 


By focusing on Al Jol- 
son’s trademark black- 
face numbers, this re- 
view does a great 
disservice to a land- 
mark film and one of 
the preeminent enter- 
tainers of the 20th cen- 
tury. The movie should 
be required viewing for 
anyone who wishes to 
learn from the past. 


Rob Ray 
Cerritos, Calif: 


Cowboy Junkies 
In your Josh Brolin ar- 
ticle (Spotlight), I was 
surprised you talked 
about Mister Sterling 
but didn’t mention his 
three seasons as Jimmy 
Hickok on The Young 
Riders. Thanks to the 
show, Josh has a group 
of “Jimmyholics” who 
still follow his career. 


Lisa Willobee 
South Haven, Mich. 


Photo Finish 


The commentaries 
from Dalton Ross, Mark 
Harris, and Stephen 
King are a sweet final 
course after a full issue 
of EW. How disappoint- 
ing to get aserving of 
leftover beef this week 
(Parting Shot). 

Ron Klebick 

Pittsburgh 


A ‘Bang’-Up Job 
While The Big Bang 
Theory doesn’t break 
new ground, C- was too 
harsh (Television)! 
With the recent drought 
of good sitcoms, it’s 
worth adjusting the 
curve for comedies with 
laughs and likable char- 
acters. Not every great 
comedy has a complex 
premise, nor do they all 
do their best work in 
season 1 (see: Seinfeld). 
Josh Weikert 

Collegeville, Pa. 


Buck the System 
I found “The Waiting 
Game” interesting 
(News & Notes). The 
Nielsen ratings are anti- 
quated and inaccurate. I 
don’t know anyone who 
watches live TV any- 
more: We're using our 
DVRs or our computers. 
If the networks are lis- 
tening to Nielsen, they 
should also be airing 
The Ed Sullivan Show. 
Lalenia Lichamer 
Plainfield, Ill. 


CORRECTION Trigger 
the horse was the side- 
kick of Roy, not Will, 
Rogers (“Danger Is 
Their Middle Name”). 


WRITE TOUS! 


We want to know what 
you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or 
mail to 1675 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10019. 
Include your name, 
address, and telephone 
number, Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


Customer Service and Subscriptions 
For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 
1-800-828-6882. You can also write 
to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY at P.O. 
Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608 


Who’s the ultimate TV icon? Sarah 
Jessica Parker (above)? Oprah 
Winfrey? Bob Hope? Play our 
bracket game to vote. Results will 
appear in an upcoming issue. 


2. Exclusive Video Interviews 
This week, Philip Seymour Hoffman (right) 
tells Dave Karger about working with 
Ethan Hawke and director Sidney Lumet 
on Before the Devil Knows You're Dead. 


3. On the Scene 

Our PopWatch reporters 
let you follow Jay-Z (left) 
as he films his episode of 
Storytellers for VH1. 


4. More Scoops and Headlines 
First thing every weekday, we publish our 
roundup of the top entertainment stories. 
Then, throughout the day, we post breaking 
news and EW.com exclusives. 


5.TV Watch 
Whether you're a fan 
of America’s Next Top 
Model (left), Heroes, 
or Desperate House- 
wives, don't miss 

our morning-after 
reviews of your 
favorite shows. 
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Your entrée 1s the same price as your appetizer. 
Yep, youre a Dollar Menunaire. 


Dollar Menunaires know you don't have to spend a lot to taste the rich life. 
That's why they love the Dollar Menu. From Double Cheeseburgers to fries. 
Eight deluxurious items, each for only a dollar. 


(Y), 


im lovin’ it’ 


At participating McDonald’'s® ©2007 McDonald's 


The Scene 


What went down in Hollywood (and Rome and Scranton, Pa.) last week? There were moments you'd expect: Jerry 
Seinfeld peddled Bee Movie, Halle Berry walked a red carpet, a sci-fi classic got ready for its TV debut. And then 
there was one you wouldn't: An Office star saw a camera and didn’t feel the need to stare directly into it! Take a look... 


7 Daysin 
Entertainment 


esene 
stan 
ees 


—JERRY SEINFELD 


CREATING SOME BUZZ 

Bee Movie stars Renée Zellweger and 
Jerry Seinfeld are swarmed on the 
yellow-and-black carpet. Could their 
new film be stung by overexposure? 
Read Seinfeld’s response in our 
Spotlight interview (page 20). 


bid 


Lower lights 
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NAVY SEAL In this exclusive 
~shotte' EW, Mark Harmoffilms 
an Ufiderwater scene for the 

Nov. 6 episode of NCIS 
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"STILL GLOWING 
Halle Berry hits the 
Rome Film Festival 
for the premiere of 

* Things We Lost in the 
Fire. Indie comedy 

; Juno, about a 
young woman's quest 
to put her baby up 

for adoption, won 

top honors. 


By Je 
Shaw 


Adult time-outs 


Giraffe patterns 


Black kale 


Yellow beets 


Adult playdates 


HE’S BACK...KINDA 
Owain Yeoman plays a new 
metalhead in Terminator: 
The Sarah Connor 
Chronicles, debuting in 
January on Fox, From 


the looks of things, 
» we're guessing he’s one 
of the bad kind. 


WORKING 

». OVERTIME Melora 
*~ Hardin (Jan from 

4? The Office) appears 
{ at the inaugural 
three-day fan 
convention for the 

NBC sitcom in 
Scranton, Pa. We'd 
throw up our hands 

in frustration 

» too if we were dating 

; Michael Scott. 


Adult pacifiers 


Leopard patterns 


White asparagus 


ENTERTAINMENT \ 


Compass stars 
Dakota Blue 


{> "Richards and 
__{below) Kidman 


Golden Compass: 
ACross to Bear 


The Catholic League promises to boycott 
New Line’s movie adaptation of an 
anti-religious best-seller. Is anyone listening? 
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Te helped turn Mel Gibson’s The Passion of 
the Christ into a $370 million phenomenon. 
They were instrumental in pushing The 
Chronicles of Narnia to a $291 million gross. Now 
America’s Christian moviegoers are giving the 
thumbs-down to The Golden Compass, writer- 
director Chris Weitz’s $180 million adaptation of 
the first volume in Philip Pullman’s best-selling 
His Dark Materials trilogy. Could this latest 
headache (there are also rumors of postproduc- 
tion problems, which New Line dismisses) ruin 
the fun for the holiday 
fantasy epic? 
The trouble began last 
month, when the Catholic 
League, gearing up for 
Compass’ Dec. 7 release, 
announced a boycott of the 
film starring Nicole 
Kidman and Daniel Craig. 
Why? Because, the League declared, Pullman 
aims to “bash Christianity and promote atheism. 
To kids.” That same day, the group published a 
23-page takedown of the movie, Other members 
of the Christian community quickly followed 
suit, sending e-mails and posting Web alerts. 

An avowed atheist, Pullman has never denied 
that his series uses biblical allegory to question 
the absolute authority of organized religion. 
(Some argue he’s specifically targeting the 
Catholic Church.) But here’s the irony: Weitz’s 
version has stripped away all direct reference 
to religion—a decision he has admitted was moti- 
vated partly by concerns about alienating the 
Christian market. That's not enough, say protesters. 
“Parents might be inclined to say, 
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‘Hey, our kid really enjoyed the ; 3 
movie, why don’t we buy him His 

Dark Materials for Christmas?” S| 
says Catholic League president — 


William Donohue, who has 
read Compass but does not 
plan on seeing the film. “What A 
[that does] is introduce the kid 

to atheism. [It’s] a stealth 

campaign.” 

Pullman, meanwhile, 
is handling the contro- 
versy gracefully. Ata 
New York City lunch 
that New Line held in 
his honor last week, the | 
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British author wagered that the hullabaloo “will 
make more people see the film.” And when 
asked about an earlier debate among fans claim- 
ing that Weitz (About a Boy and American Pie) 
whitewashed the trilogy’s philosophy, he replied, 
“T didn’t set out to preach. If the film tells the 
events of the story and depicts the characters in 
a true light, the themes are inherent.” 

And to Weitz, those themes represent the core 
of Christianity. “Loyalty, kindness, courage, 
independent thought—all good things, last time 
I checked,” he says. Even the archbishop of Can- 
terbury shares Weitz’s opinion. (Yes, seriously; 
holy man Rowan Williams is an avid supporter of 
His Dark Materials.) And if that’s not comfort for 
New Line, one recent film may be: The Da Vinci 
Code grossed $217 million last year amid a boy- 
cott. So, as mightily as Christian groups can rally 
the faithful to the cineplex, they still have yet to 
prove they’re as adept at keeping people away. 
—Missy Schwartz, with additional reporting by 
Thom Geier and Vanessa Juarez 


PREVIEW 


Trust No One—but EW; 
We Have ‘X-Files’ Scoop 
eee a 


By now you know the truth because it’s out there: 
Mulder and Scully are back. The long-awaited film 
sequel based on the beloved cult TV series will 
begin production this December in Vancouver, 
according to Twentieth Century Fox. Creator 
Chris Carter says that the movie will focus ona 
stand-alone mystery rather than exploring the 
show’s dense mythology. Beyond that, he’s not 
spilling details, only saying, “It will be scary.” 

So what finally got the long-gestating project 
off the ground? According to Carter, who will 
direct the movie and co-wrote the script with 
X-Files exec producer Frank Spotnitz, years of 
contract disputes with Fox were resolved when 
the threat of an impending writers’ strike 
(which was still unresolved at press time) came 
to ahead. “If we didn’t do it now and the strike 
was protracted, it would force the movie to 
come out several years from now,” he says. “And 
that was too late. It was either now or never.” 
We like that answer too. —Nicole Sperling 


areimagined 
season 4 premiere 
of Veronica 


For $14.99. 


LEGACY 


Remembering Grand Ole 
Opry’s Porter Wagoner 


“One thing’s for certain, when it comes my 
time/I’ll leave this old world with a satisfied 
mind...” Porter Wagoner had been singing that 
chorus, optimistically portending his own death, 
ever since “A Satisfied Mind” became his first 
No. 1 country hit in 1955. And upon passing away 
from lung cancer at age 80 on Oct. 28, Wagoner 
still had grounds for personal fulfillment: In 
June, the Grand Ole Opry star released Wagon- 
master, a comeback CD that he considered “the 
best album I’ve ever done”; a month later, he 
opened for the White Stripes at Madison Square 
Garden. Suddenly, against all odds, Porter 
Wagoner was a rock star. 

Some remember Wagoner best as the host of 
his own pre—Hee Haw 1960s TV variety show; 
others know him as Dolly Parton’s original duet 
partner (she wrote “I Will Always Love You” 
about their professional breakup in 1974). But 
country devotees revere him as the Opry’s pre- 
eminent rhinestone cowboy—a genial, glittery 
showman whose bonhomie didn’t prevent him 
from singing stark ballads like “The Cold Hard 


Any pun involving 
Saw IV slaying 
the competition 


Ed Burns 

will debut a 

new movie he's more than 
on iTunes. just the 


Other Baldwin. 


THE BULLSEYE 


They shoot, we score: rating the biggest hits and 
misses in pop culture this week 


EW.COM POLL 


GIMME 
MORE? 


The latest 
Spears delivery, 
‘Blackout,’ hit 
stores this week 


Will you buy Britney’s 
new album? 


72% No 
28% Yes 


To vote in the latest poll, go 
to EW.com every Monday 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 11 


NEWS+NOTES 


Facts of Life” and “Green, Green Grass of 
Home.” Those darker songs are the ones that 
gained the notice of twentysomethings. “People 
that have never heard of Porter Wagoner are 
hearing about him now,” he told EW in June. 
“T’m very proud about that.” Knowing that 
Porter enjoyed that late-career resurgence... 
well, that leaves us with satisfied minds, at least. 
—Chris Willman 


CAREERS 


Bennifer: A Five-Year 
Anniversary Tribute 


Before Brangelina, TomKat, and Vaughniston, 
there was Bennifer, the original blended-name 
celebrity couple. Ben Affleck and Jennifer 
Lopez modeled themselves after Richard Bur- 
ton and Elizabeth Taylor...but ended up more 
like Nick Lachey and Jessica Simpson. It’s been 
five years since Bennifer fever, before flaming 
out with a broken engagement, two box office 
bombs (Gigli and Jersey Girl), and public ex- 
haustion with their tabloid-fueled overexpo- 
sure. (Yes, there was a time when sucha thing 
existed.) Now—somewhat ironically—they’re 
both back in the headlines with projects aimed 
at resuscitating their careers. 

Affleck has finally shoved off the poorly chosen 
mass-appeal movies that dimmed his star and 
returned to the place he knows best, Boston, for 
his directorial debut, Gone Baby Gone. So far, it’s 
racked up a modest $11 million, but Gone is 
earning Affleck more critical praise and Oscar 
buzz than he’s had in years. 

Lopez also revamped her public image in a bid 
for authenticity: This year, she released her first 
Spanish-language CD, Como Ama Una Mujer, and 

_ starred in El Cantante, a biopic of salsa singer Hec- 
tor Lavoe, with third husband Marc Anthony. But 
both projects faltered, perhaps because audiences 
couldn’t get past Lopez’s iconic, career-making 
persona as a ghetto-fab fly girl who cooed about 
her bling in hits like “Jenny From the Block.” Her 
more recent English-language CD, Brave, has also 
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OF THE MOMENT 


BROOKE SMITH 


The scrappy ‘Silence of the Lambs’ captive climbs out 
of the pit and into the OR on ABC’s ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ 


Pp aging Catherine Martin! Every time we see no- 
nonsense Erica Hahn, Seattle Grace's newest 
heart surgeon (as of Oct. 25), we can’t help but 
think of 1991's The Silence of the Lambs. And 
we're not alone. “It doesn’t surprise me,” laughs 
Smith about being recognized as Martin, the 
horror classic’s feisty kidnap victim. “Most 
people think they went to high school with 
me. They can’t figure out why | seem so fa- 
miliar!” Although the role never catapulted 
her to major stardom, the 40-year-old New 
York City native appeared in numerous 
features (Vanya on 42nd Street, In 
Her Shoes) and TV series (The Larry 
Sanders Show, Weeds) before 
landing the recurring role of Dr. 
Hahn on Grey's. She's already had 
some memorable moments, in- 
cluding a gutsy battle with Isaiah 
Washington's Dr. Burke over a heart. 
But nothing's been quite as gory as her 
terrifying breakout role: “The crew would be 
very tense when we would cut, but after 
screaming and thrashing around, | was in- 
credibly relaxed.” Now, that’s a skill that will 
come in handy when she’s wielding those 
scalpels. —Lindsay Soll 


* * “= Singing in Tongues 
= On Blackout, Britney purrs cryptic 
lyrics that tell us...what? 
Spears’ new album dropped this 
week—and who knew that it should 
have come with a thesaurus anda 
primer on Carl Jung? We couldn’t 
make anything of confounding lyrics 
like “cold as fire” (“Hot as Ice”) or 
“Im’a hit defrost on ya” (in “Break the 
Ice”). So we turned to three anony- 
mous experts. —Tanner Stransky 


THE SONGWRITER THE ENGLISH THE PSYCHOLOGIST 
“What's amazing is how PROFESSOR “Blackout's lyrics are 
difficult it is to talk “The poetry of con- about a woman who 


fusion" ishowhesums : needs attention...from a 
up Blackout, adding, man to feel alive,” he 


' 
about these lyrics, 
“The major existential says. Multiple references 


because they're lighter 
than air,” he says of the 
album. However, “lines 
like ‘If you've ever been 
to heaven/This is twice 
as nice’ in ‘Hot as Ice’ 
are more boastful than 
50 Cent. It's gutsy.” 


dilemma in ‘Gimme More’ to the hereafter (in 
is, Exactly who is turning | “Heaven on Earth” and 
down the lights? The “Hot as Ice”) reveal an 
need to exhibit herself “element of escapism. 

conflicts with the irritat- Earth clearly hasn't 
ing social taboo of sex.” been kind to her lately.” 
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When)}you;re)ready,to quit, 
fight, fire\with)| fire. 


New Nicorette® Cinnamon Surge stop-smoking gum has real cinnamon 
flavor with real craving control. It’s time to get fired up about quitting. iCOLr S e 


Cinnamon Surge Gum 


www.nicorette.com. Use as directed. Individual results may vary. Support program improves chances of success. © 2007 GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare, L.P. 
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LIST 


By Scott Brown 


Heidi Klum has no 
Melted regrets about discussing 
5 ce 33 
Hope in 008 Seal’s “package” on 


television [7 a related 
story, I do regret hearing 


pretty much come and gone, with nary a hit. It’s 
sold just over 70,000 copies in three weeks, 


according to Nielsen SoundScan. (In comparison, about it. 

2005’s Rebirth went on to sell 727,000.) Lopez’s 

Nuyorican Productions—responsible for the 

recent box office dud Feel the Noise—also has yet Paris Hilton's Rwanda trip has been postponed More time 

to hit pay dirt. And her other passion project, was needed to convince her that genocide isn’t “something 
two-year-old crime thriller Bordertown, still you put on, like, crops and stuff.” 


doesn’t have a release date. 

Lopez has the drive to be a formidable busi- 
nesswoman, so perhaps she should give just one 
project the same intense focus that Affleck dedi- 
cated to Gone. In doing so, he’s finally shed the 
slick luster of Bennifer—never a natural fit in the 


Apologizing to critics, Brad Pitt says he’s embarrassed by his 
early films “I now realize at least four of those seven years in 
Tibet were pretty painful.” 


first place—while her frantic, see-what-sticks Painting of young, scantily clad Sean Connery exhibited “Look. I 
makeover only leaves Lopez looking more like a wush 12 yearsh old. I wush experimenting with acrylicsh. My 
modern-day Charo. Seriously, her recent tour friendsh had no right to put that on the Internet.” 


wardrobe hasn’t done her any favors (not to 

mention those pregnancy denials)! Here’s some Scarlett Johansson reportedly gives Ryan Reynolds 

advice, Jennifer: Take a cue from your ex, who's her wisdom tooth He says he'll startanecklace - , 
learned that less is more.—Margeaux Watson and, eventually, probably start killing people. | 
STRIKE WATCH Lindsay Lohan's mother claims her family is set : 


= bei ime-ti lity show Please, 
Bubble-Bursting Alert! PLEASE let ithe Meerkat Manor’ 
Reality TV Has Writers conn 


Here’s a weird postscript to the recent charges 
that MTV’s The Hills is particularly staged— 
well, more staged than other reality shows. Last 
year, the Writers Guild of America tried to 
unionize the folks who give unscripted pro- Teri Hatcher auctions off Teri Hatcher doll It was no big loss: 
grams such as America’s Next Top Model a sense “Tiny Teri” once tried to murder her in her sleep. 

of plot and pacing—they even went so far as to 


picket the CW show (in coordinating T-shirts, Ex—'N Syncer Chris Kirkpatrick doesn't mind that Lance Bass 
naturally). But when their efforts fell massively once thought he was gay But Lance also thought Chris was in 


short, executive producers replaced writers O-Town, and that he does kind of mind. 
with story “editors,” who are covered by a dif- 


ferent union. For the most part. Now with a pos- : ' : 
sible writers’ strike, there’s an outside chance 10 Ron Howard in pre-strike rush to begin Da Vinci sequel . 
that a few of these dialogue polishers—who are Tom Hanks must now begin the long process of trapping 
employed on such series as ABC’s Dancing With and domesticating a new mane. 

the Stars—could walk off the job, since they 
have some limited WGA coverage. And if that’s >EW.COM For all the latest headlines, pictures, and ridiculous Hollywood 
the case, you may witness the birth of anew TV miscellany, visit popwatch.ew.com 

subgenre: Actual Reality. —Jennifer Armstrong LS =) 


Catherine Zeta-Jones laughs off anorexia rumors 
“Anorexia? Ha! I’m morbidly obese! Off to 
runa 5K before my workout!” 
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Sharapova rule #1. 
Make every shot a PowerShot. 


6d trademarks of Canon Inc. in the United States. IMAGEANYWARE is a trademark of Canon. Face Detection Technology detects 


file. Face Detection Technology does not operate in movie mode, All images and effects are simulated. 


If you're anything like Maria Sharapova and you love taking pictures, then you need a new Canon PowerShot 
digital camera. And now every PowerShot automatically adjusts focus, exposure and flash on up to 9 faces. 
So you always get the shot you want. We call that GENUINE CANON FACE DETECTION TECHNOLOGY. 
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EW.com 


Check out our HI blog at 


hollywoodinsider.ew.com 
for breaking 
entertainment 
news 
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M Ovi €S ByNicole Sperling 


Someone’s inthe 
Kitchen With Meryl 


+ Meryl Streep is in early negotiations 
to play culinary legend Julia Child in 
Sony’s adaptation of best-seller and 
foodie favorite Julie & Julia. Amy 
Adams (Enchanted) is in talks to 

play Julie, the disgruntled temp 
who spends a year cooking 

all 524 recipes in Julia Child's 
Mastering the Art of French 
Cooking. Sony is staying mum, 
but sources speculate that 
writer-director Nora Ephron 
(Sleepless in Seattle) could 
begin filming early next year. 

+ Sony is also ramping up plans 
for Spider-Man 4, James 
Vanderbilt (Zodiac) has been 
hired to pen the script for the 
latest Spidey installment. 
(Vanderbilt may not be able to 
write during a strike, but the 
Writers Guild can’t stop him from 
thinking, right?) It's unknown 
whether Sam Raimi will return to 
direct, but he’s likely to be involved 
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ALPHA‘BETTY’ 


+ Ugly Betty was only 
the beginning. Salma 
Hayek, who exec- 


Underwood, Embeth 
Davidtz, and Josh 
Charles are among the 


Aguirre-Sacasa and 
ABC Studios. CBS ex- 
ecs are looking to get 


produces the Emmy- into business with actors costarring in in some way. Sony is planning for a 
winning ABC drame- Hayek too—they’re the series.) “We can 2009 release. 

dy, is further staking developing the dra- take this on ina way 

her claim in televi- ma script Yo!, about nobody else can,” ex- 

sion by developing an author who uses plains HBO program- ir 4 

several new shows her Latin American planning chief David Music By Shirley Halperin 
through her Venta- family as her main Baldwin, who expects 

narosa Productions. subject (from play- most viewers to BARE 

Insiders confirm that wright Rinne Groff). either record Treat- GIRLS ON 

ABC has bought two * Inarisky schedul- ment on DVRs or FI LM 

scripts to be pro- ing move, HBO will order it from HBO 

duced by ABC Stu- air its new half-hour on Demand. “We + Wild boys never lose 


dios: Guilty isa drama 
about marriage from 


Maggie Friedman ginning Jan. 28. The + Brothers & Sisters meen lle : e 1981 rae 
(Jack & Bobby), and show, which stars star John Pyper- Down,” pean nearly 

Get Out is a work- Gabriel Byrne as a Ferguson will take a nude beauties...in : eThe 

place sitcom from psychotherapist and time-out from playing rehab! Says bassist bd Chauffeur” 

Alana Sanko (Murphy is based ona hit Rachel Griffiths’ John Taylor: “We ; 1982 

Brown). Fox, mean- Israeli series, will fo- estranged husband to subtitled it Supermodel 

while, bought Howl, a cus on five patients— depict an artist drawn Flew Over the Cuckoo's i “Electric 

drama about a female each given their own to Jimmy Smits’ Nest. It's just not Jack Barbarella” 
werewolf from new- night—during its wife in three episodes eA deN a clea 398% 

comer Robert nine-week run. (Blair of CBS’ Cane. = —s 
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drama Jn Treatment 
on anightly basis be- 


don’t worry about 
premiere ratings.” 


it: Adding to an arsenal 
of risqué videos (see 


THE FUTURE OF SOUND IS 
MADE OF CHOCOLATE. 


The new Chocolate by LG. With sound this sweet and 1,000s 
of songs* in one slim device, it’s all you'll ever need. 
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ESpotlight 


Portiade Rossi 


On the eve of her ‘Nip/Tuck’ debut, the actress talks about choosing her first gay 
role—and what girlfriend Ellen has to say on the subject. BY HENRY GOLDBLATT 


reporter is trying to coax Portia de 

Rossi into repeating a dirty word that 

she recently uttered on screen during 

her guest stint on Nip/Tuck. It’s not 
going very well. 

“My character uses some pretty crass 
words,” she says. 

“Tell me... ’m not delicate.” 

“Things I would never say,” she explains. 

“Okay, how about the PG version?” 

“T just...,” de Rossi stumbles. “What’s wrong 
with me? Why can’t I just tell you? I’m actually 
very prudish—I don’t like watching sex scenes. I 
don’t like Sex and the City because I have to deal 
with that Samantha character. I’m not interested 
in other people’s sex lives.” 


anything else—over my career, over public opin- 
ion, over what my family thought.” 

It is heartening to see that her career hasn’t 
suffered as a result. She recently turned down 
lead parts on two new network series in favor of 
an arc on the FX plastic-surgery drama 
Nip/Tuck. In the second episode, de Rossi appears 
as Olivia—an acupuncturist and mother of an 
18-year-old hellion of a daughter—who is roman- 
tically involved with Joely Richardson’s Julia. 
It’s her first onscreen gay role. 

“Thad a conversation with Ellen, who was 100 
percent behind me playing this role, asking her, 
‘What if I get typecast as a lesbian?’ She said, ‘So 
what?’ And I thought, ‘Yeah, it has to be so what.” 

And not to sound like Alanis Moris- 


There are two ironies to that state- “I’m sure sette, but here’s the third irony 
ment. No. 1: For the longest time, de people are surrounding de Rossi: As she nears the 
Rossi’s sex life was all over the gossip looking atme_ endofher Nip/Tuck run (she'll appear 
columns. And No. 2: De Rossi is forth- and going, in at least nine episodes), she identifies 
coming on pretty muchany othersubject, “J wonder if more with Richardson’s character, who 
including whatit’s like tobe onehalfof she’ll work is in the throes of exploring her sexuali- 
the most famous lesbian couple in the again. IT ty, than her own—an out, loud, and 
world with her girlfriend of three years, wonderwhaft  proudtype. “Itbrought up a lot of 
Ellen DeGeneres. There's the funperks she’s going emotion remembering how it was to 
(getting an iPhone from Steve Jobs), to do next.’” come out to people that you love. You 


the everyday (shopping for midcentury 
furniture), and the exceedingly relatable 
(discussing children, which the two have decided 
against—at least for now). Sitting in the Polo 
Lounge in the Beverly Hills Hotel, the 34-year-old 
native Australian is much softer than she appeared 
on Ally McBeal and Arrested Development, not to 
mention more endearing and self-deprecating. 
(“Do I have cheese on my sweater?”) She chooses 
her words carefully as she stares down at the 
black straw she’s been twisting. 

“The beginning of my career was about con- 
structing this actress named ‘Portia’ who looked 
acertain way,” explains de Rossi, obliquely 
referring to sex-siren roles she took on in 
Scream 2 and, fittingly, Sirens. “But people really 
celebrate honesty. And the decision I made to be 
very public was a decision to choose love over 
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just pray that it won’t make them 
change their opinion of you.” 

In fact, she’s channeled these feelings into a 
sitcom she’s pitching to the TV networks called 
Butch and Fay. The titular characters—a man 
and a woman—marry for the sake of preserving 
their acting careers. Of course, de Rossi is in a far 
different place now, but she still feels uncertainty 
as she forges ahead as the most prominent openly 
gay actress in Hollywood. “We really haven’t seen 
what’s going to happen to me, or Neil Patrick Harris. 
Is T.R. Knight going to get another romantic lead 
role? I don’t know,” she sighs. “I’m sure people are 
looking at me and going, ‘I wonder if she’ll work 
again. I wonder what she’s going to do next.” 

Here’s what’s next: So, that filthy word is...? 

Rebuffed again. 

“When you see it, you'll understand.” & 


Swoon 
Society 
The boldfaced 
names that de Rossi 
can’t get enough of 


“Il was a huge fan from 
Blackadder. Then | saw 
him in [House] and | 
couldn't believe it was 
the same person.” 


“We were starstruck 
over each other. | said, ‘I 
can’t believe I'm meeting 
you,’ and she was like, ‘I 


feel the same way. 


“| loved her [on Arrested], 
and | loved working with 
her because our 
characters were so horri- 
ble to each other.” 


“| can’t say | have 
any regrets, but | 
wish | handled coming 
out with the dignity 
and grace that he did.” 
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JERRY 
SEINFELD 


The producer, co-writer, and star of 
‘Bee Movie’ on his latest funny business 
and a future without ‘Seinfeld.’ 

BY GREGORY KIRSCHLING 


When the deal for Bee Movie got announced in 
2003 and DreamWorks honcho Jeffrey 
Katzenberg said it was gonna open in 2007, 

| remember thinking, “That's forever from now. 
The world could look like Blade Runner by then!” 
That’s what I thought too! In fact, when we were 
designing the Renée Zellweger human character 
and we were looking at hairstyles and clothes, I 
thought, “Who knows what women are going to 
look like in 2007! They might all have shaved 
heads and one eye!” 

Were you surprised at how long and hard the 

work was? 

I was surprised by how difficult writing the 
screenplay was, because it was a lot harder than 
writing a sitcom. I think that’s because a sitcom is 
shorter, and you don’t have to wrap everything up 
every week. Writing a movie is like doing the pilot 
episode and series finale all in one. And those are 
usually the two worst episodes of a TV show. 

So why bees? 

I love utopian societies, which is what they live in— 
it seemed like a very 60s corporate environment 
to me, where people believed in the company, 
and government, and society. I love that. To me, 
utopia is an old Jack Lemmon movie. Growing up; 
I thought that would be the ultimate life, to have 
a convertible and work in an office in Manhattan. 
Are you up for doing a sequel if Bee’s successful? 
Eh, I’m not much of a sequel guy. I don’t like 
going to them, I don’t believe in the idea of 
them. I don’t really think there’s another great 
story to tell about bees. But you never know. 
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Would you ever act in a straight-up movie? Say, 
an indie with somebody like Wes Anderson? 

A guy like that I would! I don’t think they think 
of me. I don’t think they think I would do it. But 
there’s really a lot of people who can do that bet- 
ter than me. 


So what's next? 

A lot of blank pages in the appointment book. 
Were you serious when you recently floated the 
idea of doing one more episode of Seinfeld? 

Uh, I was. But I don’t think it can happen now. 
Why not? 

It would’ve had to happen because this is the last 
DVD coming out [Seinfeld: The Complete Series 
will be in stores Nov. 6], so now would’ve been 
the time to do it. Obviously, with the movie, it 
wasn’t a good opportunity. There were too many 
things happening at the same time. 

So with this movie, and the DVD coming out, does 
it feel like a chapter's coming to an end in your life? 
I certainly hope so. 

And after four long, hard years, is making a movie 
all it’s cracked up to be? 

Nothing is. You know that. 


>EW.COM How did Steven Spielberg fix the 
ending of Bee Movie? For that story, go to EW.com. 


HEY, TV JUNIORS, FED UP WITH JERRY YET? 


Cannes, Oprah, 30 Rock, those pesky NBC shorts—Seinfeld's been pretty much everywhere promoting Bee Movie. Is it 
too much? “It's definitely too much for me,” he confesses. “But it's a weird environment now where you don't really 
know where people's attention is anymore.” Seinfeld admits to worrying the publicity deluge could ignite a backlash. 
“But | asked a few press and marketing people about that,” he says, “and not one of them was even slightly concerned. 
It can backfire if the product isn’t good, but we know we have a good movie, so we're not afraid to crow about it.” 
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NEWS +NOTES 


‘GOSSIP’ 
GADGETS 


These days the rumor mill churns faster than you can say “XOXO” 

thanks to the latest , as witnessed weekly on 

The CW’s ‘Gossip Girl.’ The show’s vixen Blair (Leighton Meester, 

right) explains how these toys make their silver-spoon world go 
round, while we give our device advice. 


TEXT IT 

“So much of the characters’ social 
lives rely on people talking about them 
and how fast the information flies,” 
says the starlet. OUR PICK T-Mobile's 
Sidekick LX comes with a MySpace 
mobile app—all the better for tracking — 
your crush. ($299, t-mobile.com) 


READ IT 

Blair's laptop would be 
just as chic as her closet. 
“She'd definitely have to 
coordinate with her 
wardrobe.” OUR PICK 
Surf in style witha 
computer tricked out by 
ColorWare. (Service from 
$450, colorwarepc.com) 


SNAP IT 

Better than dishing ona 
bad outfit, Meester 
suggests: “If you can 
send a picture instantly, 
that could hurt a lot 
more.” OUR PICK 

The Wi-Fi-enabled 
Nikon Coolpix S5S1c lets 
you e-mail pics pronto. 
($330, nikonusa.com) 


HEAR ABOUT IT 
How would Meester’s 
alter ego use a Bluetooth 
headset? Naturally 

for gabbing with her 
girlfriends—“if she was 
golfing or shopping.” 

OUR PICK Nokia's BH- 
302 headset lets you look 
classy while talking trash. 
($80, nokiausa.com) 


» as Serena van 
der Woodsen 


POST IT—ON THE RUN 

“Gossip Girl is watching constantly,” 
says Meester of the show's know- 

it-all blogger. OUR PICK Sony Ericsson's 
K850i phone publishes to blogs and 
has a five-megapixel camera. ($499, 
out this month, sonyericsson.com) 
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SCENTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


NEWS+NOTES 


Monitor 


APOLOGIES 


After hearing allega- 
tions of sexual and 
physical abuse at 
p her South Afri- 
— can Leader- 
ship Academy 
for Girls, 
, 53, visited the 
school in Henley on 
Klip on Oct. 20 to 
apologize to parents 
and students. “I will 
do everything in my 
power to ensure [the 
girls’] safety,” she said 
inastatement. No 
arrests have been made, 
but administrators dis- 
missed a dorm parent. 


TOURING 


Rapper (né Shawn 
Carter), 37, will play five 
concerts in support of 
his upcoming album, 
American Gangster. 
Kicking off Nov. 6 in 


7 . 
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ROBERT GOULET 


(1933-2007) A Tony-winning singer best 
known for wooing Julie Andrews in Broadway's 
Camelot, Goulet, 73, died of pulmonary fibrosis 
on Oct. 30 in L.A. His mustachioed charm and 
booming baritone made him a star on screens 
big (Atlantic City) and small (The Ed Sullivan 
Show), a staple on the Las Vegas strip, anda 
prime target for good-natured parodies by the 
likes of SNL and The Simpsons. —AM 


L.A., the tour travels to 
Chicago, Baltimore, and 
NYC before ending 
Nov. 12 in Philadelphia. 


ARRESTS 


Lost actor 
, 39, was arrested for 
allegedly driving under 
the influence of alcohol 
on Oct. 25 in Ho- 
nolulu. He is the 
third cast mem- 
ber of the ABC 
series to face DUI 
charges, after the 
Dec. 1, 2005, arrests of 
, 39, and 
, 29. “T 
am deeply ashamed,” 
Kim said in a state- 
ment. A rep for Lost 
says Kim’s arrest “will 
not affect the show.” 


COURTS 


(née Inga 
Marchand), 29, re- 
ceived 76 days in soli- 


after a month of hear- 
ings, an L.A. judge de- 
nied her appeal for cus- 


tary at an NYC jail on 
Oct. 17 after fighting 
with an inmate 


and refusing tody of sons Sean, 2, 
adrug test. or. and Jayden, 1. They’ll 
The rapper stay with their father, 
is serving Spears’ ex-husband 
one year for 

a parole violation 

stemming from a 2004 


assault.... Citing “insuf- 
ficient evidence,” on 
Oct. 26, L.A. officials 
decided not to prose- 
cute (Pi- 
rates of the Caribbean), 
30, on hit-and-run 
charges. On Oct. 12, 
the actor collided with 
vacant parked cars as 
he was being chased by 
paparazzi.... While 
we’re on the subject of 
hit-and-runs, the case 
against ; 
25, was dismissed on 
Oct. 25 when she 
reached a settlement 
with the owner of the 
car she struck in an 
L.A. parking lot on 
Aug. 6. She still faces a 
charge of driving with- 
out a valid license.... 
Still more Spears 
news: On Oct. 30, 


, 29, who 
was awarded full 
custody on Oct. 1. The 
ruling was based large- 
ly on the findings ofa 
court-appointed par- 
enting coach, who 
observed the singer in 
her home and reported 
that she “rarely en- 
gaged with the children 
in either conversation 
or play.” Spears will 
retain three weekly su- 
pervised visits as long 
as she childproofs her 
houses and complies 
with regular drug tests. 
Her rep did not return 
calls for comment. 


DEATHS 


German-born cook 


(a.k.a. “Chef Tell”), 63, 
a frequent guest on 
Live With Regis & 
Kathie Lee—and the 
purported inspiration 
for The Muppet Show’s 
Swedish Chef—of 
heart failure, Oct. 26, 
in Upper Black Eddy, 
Pa. —Adam Markovitz, 
with additional report- 
ing by Stewart Allen 
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BRING HOME 


ENTIRE PACKAGE! 


OWN IT 
NOVEMBER 6! 


Includes all 207 episodes on 26 
discs plus an exclusive bonus disc! 


BestBuy.com 
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LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION | & ) 
Scéneé it LE) 


Suggestive Themes 
Use of Alcohol and Tobacco 
Violence 


Featuring four easy-to-use Big Button 
Pads that keep the action in your living 
room fun and exciting. And with tons of 
brand-new questions and never-seen- 
before puzzle challenges, you'll rarely 
see the same question twice. Now 
you can square off against your 
\ = movie-buff buddies and see 
who's the fastest. 


crosoft, the Microsat 
creenlife are regig 


contents 


thec stumes 
Atonement 


the set 
‘Fred Claus’ 


the screenwriter 
Diablo Cody, Juno’ 


the dog 


Abbey, ‘| Am Legend’ 


the musi 
‘There Will Be B 


the ties 


Walk Hard 


Bi syectania 


denC /OMpPe ass 


the Hite story, 


Marjane 


the hice? 
Beowulf’ and 3-D 


the contenders 
Oscar hopefuls 


the calendar 
15 days, 39 movies 


| ( ct 


Sure, you love your family. You can't wait to see them over the holidays. 
But there are going to be times when you just want to Slip away to a theater 


and watch Grendel maul a village or something. What if you want to slip away, 
like, 40 times? We’ve combed the coming months for must-See MOVIES, 


hot new talents, and dazzling special effects. Step right this way. 
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He sings, he slashes—and did we mention 
e sings? Johnny Depp puts 
his neck on the line in Tim Burton's © 
gruesome movie musical. 


December 21 By Steve Daly 
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What sort df Gift Would you bring Johiay Depp he were to 
invite you this nome inthe south of Frances Sixyears ago, 
his director pal 1im Burton turhed up With am orginal cast 
recording of Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street. “| thought, That’s weird,” says Depp. “I wonder why 
he gave me that.” Broadway zealots have long been 
obsessed with the show, which won a Tony for Best Musical 
in 1979. But like most of the general public, Depp is not a 
BroadWay zealot’ He never got around to discussing the 
music With Burton. Still ieGame to aamire the sweet-and- 
SOUr mixer harmony and G@issonancein stephen Sondheim's 
intricate songs. “| wouldn\@Sayitssometning | would listen 
tOevery day necessarily,” e@amits. te squite large and 
Operation! Venever been a Digemusiearsort of guy.” 

Neither fdas Burton, actually. The director can’t stand 
most burst-into-song movie-musical conventions. 
But he has always loved the heightened, melodramatic 
mien of Sweeney, in which a kindly man becomes a crazed 
serial killer. And he’s managed to enlist Depp in creating a 
remarkably faithful film adaptation in which most of the 
action unfolds in song, pulling it off with something close 
to carte blanche from key DreamWorks and Warner execs. 

It’s mid-October, and Burton is holed up in a postproduction 
facility in Manhattan, where he has until mid-November to 
deliver a final copy of the movie. He says this is the first time 
he hasn’t had to submit a film to the test-screening process 
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(although there have been screenings for market- 
ing purposes). “The studio people realize that the 
movie is what it is,” he says. Besides, it’s made up of 
interlocking musical sequences. “It’s not like 
there’s other stuffto cut into it to replace anything.” 

An early look ata version with only arough sound 
mix confirms some expectations—the film is dark, 
desaturated, and visually stunning—and yields some 
revelations: First, Johnny Depp can actually sing, 
and second,the movie's got more spurting blood than 
aseason’s worth of E.R. Like the show, Sweeney Todd 
spins a gruesome tale of vengeance in 19th-century 
London. Unlike other, more whimsical characters in 
the Depp-Burton canon, including sad sack Edward 
Scissorhands and nutty candyman Willy Wonka, 
this guy is hard as a cobblestone: a heedless, psy- 
chopathic murderer. Depp’s Todd starts slitting the 
throats of innocent customers as an expression of 
rage after a corrupt judge (Alan Rickman) steals 
away his wife and daughter. (He also squares off 
against a nasty rival barber, played by Sacha Baron 
Cohen, better known as Borat.) “That was always 
the difficulty,” Depp says, “taking a character like 
that and attempting to make people feel for him, at 
the same time that he’s slashing people up. Not easy.” 

But easier, perhaps, than Helena Bonham Carter’s 
job in playing Mrs. Lovett, Todd’s ghoulish partner 
in crime. Desperate to be part of Todd’s life and to 
exorcise his wife’s ghost, she becomes his business 
associate, grinding victims into meat pies and sell- 


ing them to an unsuspecting public. “It’s so sick,” 
she says of the subplot, wondering about the reac- 
tion. “I hope we get away with it.” 


it ultimately got made in a hurry, Sweeney 
guished in development for decades. Alan 
(Evita) was said to be interested in the ’80s. 
himself took a stab at it in the early’90s, but 
came to nothing because there wasn’t a 
scriptin place. Sam Mendes worked on aversion for 
several years with Gladiator scribe John Logan 
before making 2005’s Jarhead instead. Then, in 
the summer of 2006, Burton suddenly had an 
opening in his schedule after his Jim Carrey movie, 
Ripley's Believe It or Not!, fell apart. He pounced on 
Sweeney, and quickly persuaded Depp to join him. 
The budget commitment wasn’t huge—around $50 
million—and the shooting schedule sounded hectic 
atjust 60 days. However, as Depp puts it, “How many 
chances do you get at a musical about a serial killer?” 
And how many chances does a non-singer get at 
tackling such an insanely difficult score? Did Depp 
realize what he was getting into? Sondheim, who 
had casting approval, okayed the actor without hear- 
ing him perform any material. “I figured he’d have 
a light baritone,” says the composer, now 77. “You 
can hear it in his speaking voice. I love him as an 
actor, and always have. Put those things together, I 
didn’t hesitate for one second.” Depp was floored at 
passing muster so easily. “It was a real shock,” he 
says. “He said to me early on that the singing was 
secondary to hitting the notes emotionally.” Depp 
takes a beat. “I didn’t believe him.” He laughs. “I 
think he was probably just saying that to make me 
feel better about what I was about to attempt.” 
Depp did have the advantage of a musical back- 
ground. The actor first came to L.A. in the early ’80s 
as the lead guitarist in a pompadoured punk-pop 
quartet called the Kids. The group lasted only afew 
years, and Depp has noodled around on guitar and 
bass in anumber of other bands since. But he’s sung 
only cursory backup bits. When the actor starred in 
John Waters’ 1990 movie musical Cry-Baby, anoth- 
er guy dubbed his rockabilly songs. “I knew I could 
stay in key to some degree,” he says. “But I didn’t 
know if I could sustain a note, or belt one out.” 
Last fall, when it came time to start working on his 
vocals, Depp was still in Captain Jack attire, filming 
the third Pirates of the Caribbean movie. That’s when 
he did something unexpected, nonconformist, and 
potentially calamitous: He decided to go it alone. 
“Twas talking to people and they were saying, Well, 
of course you're going to get a singing teacher,” he 
says. “And I said, ‘Oh, yeah-yeah! Of course I will. 
Yeah.’” Instead, Depp ran as far from formal 
instruction as he could. “I just didn’t see the char- 
acter developing with me doing scales in front ofa 
piano anda vocal teacher going, ‘No, no—bringit up 


HOLIDAY MOVIE PREVIEW 


from the bollocks,’” he says. “That kind of thing 
would have been a disaster. I would still be rehears- 
ing right now. Or I'd have been fired.” 

The Sweeney preproduction team was head- 
quartered at Pinewood Studios, near London, where 
Burton now lives. But Depp chose to hole up ata 
West Hollywood recording studio. He felt he had 
to find the voice—and thereby the character—by 
making demo recordings on his own. The guy at the 
mixing board was an old friend named Bruce Witkin, 
who founded a small label called Unison Music. 
“He’s a brother,” says Depp. The two were band- 
mates in the Kids and had lived together as 
teenagers in Florida, where Depp grew up. 

Like buddies cramming for a test, Depp and 
Witkin found a groove. “It was an enormous help 
and comfort,” says Depp. “It meant everything in 
finding Sweeney.” The preproduction team, how- 
ever, was getting antsy. Filming was set to start in 
February of 2007 and, as of late October in 2006, 
Depp hadn’t sent anyone a sample of his singing. 


rival barber 
Signor Pirelli 


FROM THE SCRIPT... 


= Bonham 
* Carter 


She lifts the lid and sees Pirelli’s body at the 
bottom of the chest. 

mrs. Lovett [Spinning on Todd] Youre barking 
mad! Killing a man wot done you no harm! 
topp He recognized me from the old days. He 
tried to blackmail me—half my earnings. 
mrs. Lovett [Relieved | Oh, well, that’s a different 
matter! For a moment there I thought you’d 
lost your marbles! 

She looks into the chest again. 

mrs.Lovett Ooooh! All that blood! Enough to 
make you come all over gooseflesh, ain’t it? 
Poor bugger. Oh, well. 

She starts to close the chest, then has an idea. 
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Burton (left) and 
Depp on the set 


“I knew I could stay in key to some 
degree,’ says Depp. “But I didn’t know if 
I could sustain a note, or belt one out.” 
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Says producer Richard Zanuck: “Nobody had heard 
Johnny’s voice. Millions of dollars, committed on an 
assumption. We all said to one another, Johnny is a 
smart guy. He would never put himself in this posi- 
tion ifhe didn’t think he could do it. He must be able 
to sing.’ But nobody could prove that!” Finally, on 
Nov. 2, Burton received a CD with Depp performing 
“My Friends,” asong Sweeney croons to his beloved 
razors. Burton was elated. “He was really support- 
ive,’ Depp says. “It was the reaction I was praying for.” 

Just as Depp had unusual freedom to shape his 
vocals, Burton was given great latitude in dreaming 
up his extremely gruesome visuals; the studio con- 
sented toan Rrating from the start, though it would 
limit the audience. The director saw the picture as 
an homage to old Universal horror flicks (Franken- 
stein, The Black Cat), creepy silent-film melodra- 
mas (any number of Lon Chaney spine-tinglers), 
and Hammer horror films (pulpy fare from the ’50s 
and’60s). Both Burton and Depp say there are ma- 


jor nods to Peter Lorre’s Mad Love performance in 
Sweeney. Oh, and that shock of white in Depp’s hair? 
A sign of Todd’s trauma—and possibly a nod to 
Humphrey Bogart’s skunk stripe in his lone horror 
picture, The Return of Dr. X.,a Burton favorite. (Plus 
Depp says he’s got a nephew with a white streak.) 
Burton felt Sweeney should be deliberately 
grotesque—a Mario Bava gorefest with ballads. “It 
just goes with the story,” he says of the geysers of 
plasma. “I’d seen different Sweeney Todd produc- 
tions on stage, and when they skimped on the blood, 
the production lost something. Everything is so 
internal with Sweeney that [the blood] is like his 


emotional release. It’s more about catharsis than it 
isaliteral thing.” Audiences may or may notsee itso 
intellectually when the viscera hit the camera lens. 


don, Burton’s partner of six years, Hel- 
Carter, is seven months pregnant with 
child. (Their first, Billy Ray, is now 4.) 
deliver in December, around the time the 
Opens, and sounds unsure about which labor 
will be more difficult: the movie, or the baby. 

“Tt was one of the toughest, most grueling rites of 
passage we went through in our relationship,” says 
the actress, who appeared in small parts in Burton’s 
Big Fish and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, as 
well as in a key simian role in Planet of the Apes. “I 
think I had to be righter than right to prove I was 
right to play Mrs. Lovett. But it had been in my blood. 
I wanted to be her when I was 13, when the show 
came out. I went around witha Mrs, Lovett hairdo.” 
Unlike Depp, Bonham Carter studied for months 
with arenowned vocal coach, Ian Adam. “He was fa- 
mous for makingactors sing who couldn’tpreviously,” 
she says. Sadly, he died the week filming wrapped. 

With the premiere of Sweeney Todd approaching, 
Bonham Carter knows she’s in for a barrage of in- 
nuendo about nepotism, having scored a lead role 
that show-tune fans on chat boards had envisioned 
for amore seasoned singer-actress like Meryl Streep. 
“I’m sure people will think, Aah, it’s because I’ve 
slept with Tim,” she says. “But I didn’t sleep with 
Sondheim. And he ultimately chose me.” The com- 
poser says he watched a dozen or so audition tapes 
and insists that Bonham Carter’s performance was 
the best. “Even in a recording studio, wearing a 
schmatte, she is as beautiful and sexy as they come,” 
he says. “She knew what she was doing, more than 
the others.” Sondheim is 
equally pleased with Depp. 
“There are very few people 
who can act and sing at the 
same time,” he says. “He’s one.” 

Depp remains nervous 
about it all. In the spectrum 
ofactors-turned-singers, he 
has no idea ifhe’ll be received 
the way Ewan McGregor was in Moulin Rouge! 
(huzzah!), or more like Burt Reynolds in At Long 
Last Love (boo!). He may be the poster boy for cool, 
but he’s sweating. “I always freak out when any of my 
films are about to come out,” he says. “I think it’s to- 
tally normal.” It probably doesn’t help that Sweeney 
Todd is an oddity, even within the anything-goes 
confines of Depp’s filmography. “Somebody sent me 
this thing from online,” he says. “Somebody said 
after they saw the trailer, ‘I don’t understand why, in 
the middle of that trailer, Depp broke into a song,’ 
Like, ‘Whoa! What is he doing?’” Forging his own 
path, as always. This time with a razor. @ 


PETER MOUNTAIN 
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The Barber Will See You Now 


Depp talks about singing, being doused with fake blood—and why his daughter thinks he’s really weird 


EW Back in March, 
reports appeared that 
your daughter, Lily- 
Rose, who was 7 at 
the time, had been 
hospitalized in 
London with a very 
serious illness. Where 
were you in making 
Sweeney Todd? 
DEPP We were about 
3 weeks into shooting. 
EW How bad did 
things get? 

DEPP To say it was 
the darkest moment, 
that's nothing. It 
doesn't come close to 
describing it. Words are 
so small. But knowing 
that those people, Tim 
and the crew, shut 
down and stood by and 
waited...! didn't know if 
| was coming back. | 
remember talking with 
Tim, saying, “Maybe 
you need to recast.” 


EW But your daugh- 
ter is fine now? 
DEPP You bet. Now 
every single millisecond 
is a mini-celebration, 
man. Every time we get 
to breathe in and ex- 
hale is a huge victory. 
She pulled through 
beautifully, perfectly, 
with no lasting any- 
thing. Once we were 
given the all clear, | 
had to dive back into 
the work. | had to get 
back in there for Tim. 
EW You and your part- 
ner, Vanessa Paradis, 
have socialized with 
Tim and Helena for a 
long time now. 

DEPP |'m one of 
[their son] Billy's 
godfathers, yeah. 

EW Did you let your 
family in on your 
Sweeney singing 
practice? 


DEPP When | was do- 
ing the demos in Los 
Angeles, | came home 
and played it for Vanes- 
sa. That was one of the 
more frightening mo- 
ments. You go, /’m 
gonna fall on my face. 
EW What did the 
family make of it? 
DEPP They said, 

“Is that you?” 

EW Do they often 
weigh in on your per- 
formances? 

DEPP After Charlie 
and the Chocolate 
Factory, [my family] 
went to see it. | hadn't 
seen it. | was waiting 
at home, and they 
came back. And my 
daughter came up 
and went, “You're 
really weird.” 

EW So have you seen 
Charlie since then? 
DEPP | still haven't. | 


find it so difficult to 
watch anything I'm 
in. | don’t like to be 
aware of myself in 
that way. | love dis- 
covering moments on 
the set. But | can’t 
stand the idea that | 
have to see it later. 
EW How messy was it 
filming Sweeney's real- 
ly bloody scenes? 
DEPP | remember 
everyone except me be- 
ing covered in plastic 
trash bags. There'd bea 
countdown. Three, two, 
one...action! And then 
blammo, you know? 
The great deluge. 

EW What does all that 
fake blood smell and 
taste like? 

DEPP It tasted kind 
of like a Karo-syrupy 
sort of thing. It was 
oily. And it was 
dangerous. Slippery. 
You'd see these 

big English grips, 
tiptoeing through the 
swamp of blood. 

Very surreal. 

EW Sacha Baron Co- 
hen plays another 
barber in Sweeney 
Todd. What's he like 
when he's not Borat 
or Bruno or Ali G? 
DEPP He's not what | 
expected. | didn’t look 
at those characters 
and think, This will be 
the sweetest guy in 
the world. He's 
incredibly nice. A real 
gentleman, kind of 
elegant. | was 


impressed with him. 
He's kind of today’s 
equivalent of 

Peter Sellers. 

EW What's going on 
with the movie of 
Shantaram [Gregory 
David Roberts’ 
autobiographical novel 
about an ex—heroin 
addict and escaped 
convict who flees to 
Bombay and sets up 

a health clinic]? 
DEPP Mira Nair is go- 
ing to direct. We start 
sometime in January or 
February, | think in India. 
[I've] been talking 
about this one for going 
on three years now, and 
it'll be nice to see it 
come alive. I'm just 
starting to prepare for it. 
EW And what about 
talk that you'd like to 
do a Dark Shadows 
feature, from Dan 
Curtis’ old occult- 
soap-opera TV series? 
DEPP If that comes 
to fruition, that’s a 
dream come true, 
man. Barnabas 
Collins—when | was a 
kid | wanted to be 
Barnabas. 

EW Why him? Why a 
vampire? 

DEPP | think a lot of 
kids did. He was super- 
mysterious, with that 
really weird hairdo and 
the wolf's-head cane. 
Good stuff. 
>EW.COM For more 


of our Q&A with Johnny 
Depp, go to ew.com/depp 
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FROM THE SCRIPT... 


(Left) 
Baumbach 
and Leigh; 
Leigh and 
Black 


ne | =z 


pauine (for Margot’s benefit) Mal- 


colm played with Ric Ocasek once. 
matcoim In the late ’80s. It was a solo 


gig after he left the Cars. 
cLaupe SO, youre kind of famous. 


[Malcolm reddens. | 


matcotm No. No. Believe me, I’m not. 


I used to want to be, but, No. Do 
you want to be famous? 

marcot Claude wants to be very 
famous. 

matcotm Well, make sure you can 
handle rejection. I can’t. For me, 
expectation just turns to disap- 
pointment. So, ultimately I’d 
rather not try. It'll all go black for 
us soon enough anyway. 

pautine Claude, ignore him. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT MAXWELL 
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‘margot at the 
wedding’ 


Looking for someone to play a 
leading role in the follow-up to his acclaimed 
breakthrough, ‘The Squid and the 
Whale, Baumbach looked across the breakfast 
table—and found an 
extraordinary actress. His wife. 


By Missy Schwartz 


In 1982, the year Fast Times at Ridgemont High hit theaters, Noah Baum- 
bach was just a bookish kid from Brooklyn counting down the days to his 
13th birthday. Too young to see the raunchy, R-rated high school comedy 
on the big screen, he eventually watched it on video—“probably,” he guesses, 
“sometime between eighth and ninth grade.” It was not a joyful experience. 
While the rest of us got slaphappy over Sean Penn’s stoner-surfer Jeff Spi- 
coli greeting his uptight history teacher with a jovial “Aloha, Mr. 
Hand!” Baumbach fixated on the movie’s one downer of a story 
line. After an unprotected romp in the pool shed with a sleazy 
older guy, Jennifer Jason Leigh’s naive 15-year-old 
discovers she’s pregnant, and has an abortion. “Honestly,” 
says the writer-director, “Jennifer’s performance so dis- 
turbed me that all the Spicoli partying-with-Van Halen 
stuff was lost on me. I was so upset by what happened to her.” 
Maybe Baumbach was displaying some kind of premature hus- 
bandly protectiveness. Eighteen years after his Fast Times trauma, 
he met Jennifer Jason Leigh, fell in love with her, and, in 2005, married 
her. Creatively, the two share a fascination with the darker shades of 
human behavior. His is evident in the searing, semiautobiographical 
divorce saga The Squid and the Whale, which he wrote and directed, while 
hers is apparent in the myriad tortured, psychologically damaged charac- 
ters she’s played over the course of a 30-year career. Prostitutes, drug 
addicts, psychos. Name the turmoil, Leigh has played it—in some cases, 
more than once. (See, among others: Rush, Single White Female, Last Exit 
to Brooklyn, Dolores Claiborne, Georgia.) “We're really well suited for each 
other,” says Leigh, sitting in a Manhattan restaurant not far from the 
couple’s New York apartment. (They also have a house in Los Angeles.) “It’s 
kind of unbelievable to me. It’s what I always wanted in a relationship.” 
Now the two are about to unleash their love for life’s deepest angst with 
their first collaboration, Margot at the Wedding. Like Squid, Margotisa 
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brutal (and often brutally funny) study of family 
strife, only this time via two sisters. In her first star- 
ring role in six years, Leigh plays Pauline, a flighty, 
free-spirited single mom who invites her older sib- 
ling Margot (Nicole Kidman) to her nuptials with 
the hope of mending their strained relationship. 
Instead, Margot wreaks havoc on Pauline’s life, try- 
ing to destroy her sister’s relationship with her 
layabout fiancé (Jack Black). “It’s a portrait ofa 
woman in crisis,” says Leigh, 45, referring to Margot. 
It’s also just about the strangest declaration of off- 
screen domestic bliss since John Cassavetes directed 
Gena Rowlands’ (fictional) mental breakdown in 
1974’s A Woman Under the Influence. Baumbach and 
Leigh, however, don’t find it odd at all. “You're delv- 
ing into stuffthat’s very painful and very raw,” says 
Leigh. “You can’t always do that when youre in that 
place [in real life]. For me, the movie is exactly what 
you make when youre really happy.” 


Beigh arrives at the restaurant before Baumbach, 
fucking her petite, 5-foot-3 frame into a booth near 
@pair of open windows. It’s after three in the after- 
moon, butghe orders fried eggs, sunny-side up, with 
aside Of bacon, plus some English Breakfast tea 
with honey to soothe asore throat. As of yesterday 
morning, she’s been fighting off a cold. It hasn’t 
been easy, considering she’s juggling her most de- 
manding press schedule since her last big role, in 
2001’s The Anniversary Party. (She co-wrote, co- 


directed, and costarred in that movie with her friend 
Alan Cumming.) Since then, Leigh has worked on 
Broadway, taking over for Mary-Louise Parker in 
Proof in 2001, and has accepted supporting roles in 
both Hollywood films (Road to Perdition, Hey 
Arnold! The Movie) and more obscure indies (The 
Machinist, Palindromes). Keeping a lower-than- 
usual profile was her choice. “I met Noah,” she says, 
“and then I didn’t really want to go away and work.” 

Until, of course, Baumbach started sketching out 
Margot. As a rule, he never writes with specific 
actors in mind, preferring, he says, to let his char- 
acters be “as true as they can be” on the page. (The 
practice worked well on Squid, which earned hima 
Best Original Screenplay Oscar nomination as well 
as the support of critics in awe of his ability to cap- 
ture the thorniness of family dynamics.) Still, he 
knew early on that he wanted Leigh to bring Pauline 
to life. For once, she wouldn’t be playing the most 
tortured soul. “Jennifer’s done stuff in the Margot 
tradition before, so itseemed more inspired for her 
to take on Pauline,” says Baumbach, 38. “I liked the 
idea of writing something that was closer to her in 
a way.” Leigh was delighted. “I would have been 
pretty bummed if] wasn’t in it,” she says, with a laugh. 

According to Kidman, working with the couple 
was “exquisite.” “Jen and Noah are so in sync. 
They’re both so smart and creative that they feed 
each other beautifully,” she says. “And also, they were 
just very kind to me. We'd eat meals together, we’d 
hang out together. I enjoyed their company.” It’s not 
hard to imagine. Despite feeling under the weather 
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“Tm always gonna be interested in what 
makes people say scathing things to each 
other under the guise of love,’ says Leigh. 
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Ciaran Hinds 
and Kidman; 
Baumbach 


today, Leigh is remarkably easygoing and open— 
especially for someone who has always described 
herself as shy. The youngest daughter of screen- 
writer Barbara Turner and actor Vic Morrow, she 
chats freely about growing up in a showbiz family. 
(“Lused to play on Hollywood Boulevard!” she says, 
shuddering at how terrifying that would be today.) 
Though her parents divorced when she was 2—and 
Leigh became estranged from her father, who died 
tragically on the set of Twilight Zone: The Movie 
in 1982—she speaks fondly of her childhood. And 
when the conversation turns to how youth-obsessed 
the film industry has become, Leigh displays a dry 


sense of humor, promising that she’s going to start 
lying about her age. “I will remain 35,” she says. 
“That’s on the record.” 

Baumbach, on the other hand, is more inscrutable. 
The eldest son of former Village Voice film critic 
Georgia Brown and New York novelist Jonathan 
Baumbach, he is polite and thoughtful, but he 
doesn’t smile much. He tends to interrupt himself 
mid-sentence, as ifin aconstant state of self-editing. 
And he seems to relish silences that last just long 
enough to register as uncomfortable. He'll simply 
fix his big brown eyes on you, and say nothing at all. 
“He's very, very, very private,” notes his mother-in- 
law, Turner. “He doesn’t say anything unless he has 
something to say, I’ve found.” 

Still, there are moments when Baumbach lets 


down his guard. When asked how his wife inspires 
him, he opens right up, praise rolling off his tongue. 
“Even before I met her, I’d always admired how fear- 
less Jennifer was, how she’d just throw herself into 
things,” says the filmmaker, who coscripted 2004’s 
The Life Aquatic With Steve Zissou with his friend 
Wes Anderson. “When I met her, I was writing Squid 
and getting to a point in my life where I didn’t worry 
what other people might think of me. The timing 
was interesting because she had been doing what I 
wished I could doas an artist [all along].” He thinks 
for a beat. “Jennifer is my better self.” 

Baumbach turns to Leigh. “Was that good?” he 
asks, smiling. 

Leigh nods contentedly. 


onversation winds down and the cou- 
k for an early morning flight to L.A. the 
eigh addresses the most baffling aspect 
er: the fact that none of her perfor- 
ot her feral portrayal of a heroin- 
ddicted singer in 1995’s Georgia (which her mother 
wrote), nor her wrenching depiction of a 1950s 
prostitute in 1989’s Last Exit to Brooklyn—have 
earned her an Oscar nomination. “I don’t think 
you can control that stuff,’ she says with a shrug. 
And though there are prognosticators wondering 
if Margot could be the film to finally catch the 
Academy’s attention, she remains cautious: “It 
could happen. It could not happen. But it’s nice 
that people are saying it.” As for her place in the 
Hollywood food chain, she doesn’t fret about that, 
either. “Sometimes I wish I had certain opportu- 
nities that maybe I don’t 
always have—like seeing 
better scripts,” she admits. 
“But at the same time, I re- 
ally like my life. I like the 
level of fame I have. It doesn’t 
get in the way too much, but 
it does afford me anice table 
at a restaurant with short 
notice,” she laughs. “So that’s good.” 

Leigh recently wrapped Charlie Kaufman’s latest 
mind-melter, Synecdoche, New York, playing Cather- 
ine Keener’s best gal pal. Much as she relished the 
rare chance to flex her comedy chops, she’s not done 
tackling the dark stuff. “I’m always gonna be in- 
terested in what makes people say horrible, scathing 
things to each other under the guise of love,” she 
says. That's good news for Baumbach, who’s already 
working on his next script. Though he won’t di- 
vulge any details, it’s likely there will be ajuicy part 
for his wife. “I know that whatever I write, Jennifer 
can play,” he says. “She’s like the nuclear bomb that 
I can drop at any point.” 

Well, almost any point. In full deadpan, Leigh 
retorts: “Before I’m 38.” @ 
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designer JACQUELINE DURRAN 
starring KEIRA KNIGHTLEY, JAMES McAVOY 


“With Cecilia Tallis’ clothing, we wanted everything to be as light as t 
possible, so that she was this beautiful butterfly wilting in the heat,” says 
Atonement costume designer Jacqueline Durran, referring to Knightley’s 
character. The barely-there garments were particularly important fora 
sequence that takes place on a summer evening in 1935, when Cecilia and 
her childhood pal-turned-paramour (McAvoy) make love against a 
bookcase in the Tallis family library. For this key scene, Durran createda 
gown of featherweight silk satin, custom-dyed emerald. Since the Ian 
McEwan novel on which the film is based treats the frock as a character 
unto itself, partly responsible for igniting the couple’s passion, Durran December 7 
felt it was crucial that “instead of being constructed around Keira’s body, 
the dress skimmed her [frame] and added to a feeling of semi-nakedness.” 

Director Joe Wright worked closely with Durran, who earned an Oscar 
nod for their previous collaboration, 2005’s Pride & Prejudice. He drew 
on lessons his puppeteer mother had taught him about the importance of 
agarment’s movement. “I always had this idea that when Keira lifted her a 
knee up, the dress would just fall away,” he says, before adding with a laugh: 
“Making a dress that works while having sex standing up—it’s a bit tricky.” 

Even tougher was designing a period-appropriate (read: modest) 
swimsuit that wouldn’t appear “stuffy and old-fashioned to the modern 
eye,” says Durran. She found inspiration in French photographer Jacques- 
Henri Lartigue’s “decadent, rich, and lush” shots of 1920s and’30s 
south-of-France bathing beauties. But unlike the stodgy wool swim- 
suits from the era, Knightley’s was made of a far more practical 
stretchy synthetic. And the white rubber cap? “You'd have to be as 
beautiful as Keira to look that great in it. Lots of people can pull off 
swimsuits, but pulling off that hat is amazing.” —Missy Schwartz 
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oth Fred Claus, Santa (Paul Gi 
ae! Tgits jires his loser older brother Vinge 
~~ =-Vaughn) as a temp laborer in his| 


workshop at the North Pole. You're 
looking at their office ou 1 RELEASE DATE 
soundstage at Pinewood Studios. November 9 


outside London ere en fall my 

50- -inch-tallactors ors (imp prted 
__the-film from Russian Rua 

troupes) put on pointy ears sla? 

green felt hats to play the Christmas 

elves who make all the toys. | | 

“In most previous Santa movies, 

all the toys look extremely old 

fashioned,” says Allan Cameron; the” 

film's production designer. “It’s all 

wooden hammers and dolls and 

things like that. But we’ve got some 

pretty high-tech robots and othe} ek, | 

electronics that kids would recog- 

nize. In fact, a lot of the product}| 

placement is stuff right here inthis 

workshop.” These days, it seems, 

even Santa maximizes revenue 

streams. —Benjamin Svetkey | 
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FROM THE SCRIPT... 


Garner, Page, and 
v i JK. Simmons 


vanessa JUNO, We'd really 
appreciate it if you could keep us 
updated on any doctor’s 
appointments, ultrasounds, 
other things of that nature. 

suno Oh. Sure. Of course 

you'd want to know how your 
kid is cooking. 

vanessa SO, then, you really think 
youre going to go ahead with this? 
suno Yeah. For sure. I like you guys. 
vanessa How sure? Percentage- 
wise, would you say you're 80% 
sure, 90% sure? 

suno I’m like 104% sure. Look, if I 
could give it to you now, I would. 
But it probably looks like aSea 
Monkey at this point, so I think we 
should leave it in there for a while 
until it gets cuter, you know? 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT MAXWELL 
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Meet the sharp mind 
(and former stripper) behind Juno, 
the tender adoption 
comedy that is already being called this 
year’s Little Miss Sunshine 


By Karen Valby 


Before her screenwriting debut Juno received a rapturous standing 
ovation at this year’s Toronto Film Festival, before Steven Spielberg 
called, before she found herself in a world where people cancel meetings 
because they have a 2 o’clock with the Dalai Lama, Diablo Cody was giving 
halfhearted lap dances to greasy men at a Minneapolis strip club. 

That was when she still went by her birth name, Brook Busey. Fed up 
with a dull copy-typist job at an ad agency, she decided to give the finger to 
her middle-class, suburban, Catholic-school upbringing and get naked. She 
spent a year strutting for tips and gawking at the seedy suckers waving 
their dollar bills, though while her colleagues were undulating around the 
stage like drugged eels, she punctuated her routines with 
screeching ninja kicks. When she started chronicling the experi- 
ence on her divinely crude blog, The P---y Ranch, she decided to 
ditch her real name. “I’m writing on the Internet,” she 
says. “I’m writing about sex work. I wanted to maintain 
some anonymity so I didn’t get f---ing killed.” 

Nothing about this 29-year-old woman, who changes 
the color of her hair every week and likes to wear a “broke-ass 
weave,” is boring, and neither is the story behind her name: 

On aroad trip out west with her graphic-designer husband, 
Jonny—whom she met on the Internet and married on the Star Trek ship 
at the Las Vegas Hilton, surrounded by aliens—they passed through Cody, 
Wyo., while listening over and over to “El Diablo” by the Duran Duran side 
project Arcadia. “I think when we get back home,” she told Jonny, “I need 
to invent a new persona. So from now on I am Diablo Cody.” 

Mason Novick, a talent manager/producer from Benderspink, was surf- 
ing the Internet one day when he stumbled onto her blog. “She was distinc- 
tively funny, and her tone was so great, and she’s so current,” Novick says. 
He reached out to her, and she dismissed him as a creep. “Some random guy 
from L.A. is e-mailing me,” recalls Cody. “I’m not going to take the bait.” 

For eight months Novick courted her, eventually hooking her up witha 
New York book agent who scored Cody a deal for her memoir about her 
state of undress. While Candy Girl: A Year in the Life of an Unlikely Strip- 
per was in the works, Novick encouraged her to produce a screenwriting 
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sample so he could persuade a studio to let her 
adapt the book. She sent him Juno, about a 
wiseacre 16-year-old who gets pregnant and de- 
cides to give her baby up for adoption. “She 
pitched me this quirky little comedy that sound- 
ed like it could be a Lifetime movie,” says Novick. 
“But from the second I got the script, I was like, 
‘Oh, my God, this is the best thing I’ve ever read.’” 


Gody recently moved with Jonny and their dog, 
Barnabas, into a 500-square-foot guesthouse in 
Dos Angeles. She suggested we meet at Fred 62, a 
Wapcafé thatthe actress Eliza Dushku had taken 
her to fOr a meeting. “I always remember where 
the actor suggests and then I recycle those places,” 
she says. “Honestly, ifI picked the place, it'd be like, 
‘Oh, this Arby’s on De Longpre is really awesome.’” 
She orders a salad for lunch, despite the fact that 
she once wrote that salads were for losers and Best 
Supporting Actresses. “I got a trainer now, man,” 
she says. “I’ve sold out. It’s a shame, I know. But I 
ate cake for breakfast.” 

Looking around at all the other diners, most of 
whomare male and floppy-haired and tapping away 
on their laptops, she acknowledges that life has got- 
ten deeply weird. “When you live among other 
screenwriters in the center of the entertainment 
industry, it’s difficult to maintain perspective. It’s 
not the same as sitting in Target in suburban Min- 
nesota, which is where I wrote Juno. People there 
just thought I was schizophrenic. I would say I was 
writing a movie or my book, and they would just 
nod and say, ‘Sure you are. I’m sure you're going to 
be a big star. Big star!’” 

When Jason Reitman, who’d made a name for 
himself with 2006’s Thank You for Smoking, read the 
script for Juno, he scrapped plans to direct his own 
project to work with Cody instead. “When I think 
of the response to Diablo and her screenplay,” he 


(Left) Page 


on her 
hamburger 
phone; with 
Cera 


says, “the only person I can equate it to in recent 
history is Tarantino, that kind of overwhelming 
excitement about a fresh new voice.” But the movie 
would have imploded fast without the right actress 
in the title role. Enter the impressive Hard Candy 
actress Ellen Page, who, Cody believes, beautifully 
embodies her wry, tough-talking, secretly tender 
main character. “It would have been really heart- 
breaking to meet Ellen if she was like, ‘Oh, hey, was- 
sup?’ while talking on a rhinestone-encrusted cell 
phone,” says Cody. “But she’s so cool, she scares the 
s--- out of me. She is Juno.” 

With Page in the lead, Michael Cera as her sur- 
prisingly fertile friend, and Jennifer Garner and 
Jason Bateman as the adoptive parents, Juno start- 
ed filming in Vancouver late last year. “I don’t even 
remember the first day,” says Cody, “because when 
we pulled up and I saw them shooting my movie, 
there were just tears streaming down my face.” 


“Thi§ils pathetic that you can’t find a frickin’ bar 
opelmin the afternoon,” says Cody, sweating on the 
sidewalk. “Sir, we’re onasad quest for alcohol,” she 
tellsiaigrizzled old man in Levi’s. He points her down 
abackYoad, and 10 minutes later, she swings open 
an unmarked door and enters a pit of darkness that 
smells strongly of disinfectant and rancid beer. The 
leathery woman behind the bar examines Cody’s 
license. “You're the second Gemini today,” she tells 
her, then returns to her conversation with one of 
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CODY: DOANE GREGORY 


Ye Rustic Inn’s regulars: “...Anyways, I drink a lot of 
Wild Turkey. That is my thing.” 

“This looks exactly like my parents’ old restau- 
rant,” says Cody happily, sliding into a cracked round 
burgundy booth beneath cloudy stained-glass win- 
dows. “They owned a German-themed supper club 
called the Matterhorn with moose heads on the walls 
and live entertainment—as in a guy with an organ 
singing ‘Don’t It Make My Brown 
Eyes Blue.” 

She slides the wide left leg of 
her jeans up to her thigh to 
show offa large pinup-babe tat- 
too. She has “Jonny’s Girl” inked 
on her right tricep, and the word 
yes on her left wrist (which she 
gotin response to Jonny’s marriage proposal). On 
her rump there’s a little fairy sitting on a moon 
sprinkling pink dust. “Which was cute, I thought, 
when I was young,” she says. “If you want to know 
who I was at 18, you look at my left butt cheek.” 

If you need more personal insight than a Tinker 
Bell tattoo, you'll find it in Juno. Like her character, 
Cody was best friends with a sexy cheerleader. She 
dated a boy exactly like Cera’s sweetly vulnerable 
Paulie Bleeker (although she didn’t actually get preg- 
nant). And she talked for hours each night onaham- 
burger phone. “My mom started to cry when the 
hamburger phone appeared on screen,” says Cody. 
“When we started filming, Fox Searchlight bought 
everybody hamburger phones as a welcome gift. So 
now my stepdaughter has one and thinks it’s the 
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coolest thing ever.” Gonny’s 8-year-old daughter, 
fondly referred to as “Peanut” throughout Candy 
Girl, has bonded with Cody over their mutual love of 
America’s Next Top Model.) 

“T think teenage girls deserve a better shake in 
cinema,” she says, pointing to My So-Called Life’s 
Angela Chase as the rare female character in pop 
culture she’d actually want as a friend. “God knows 
people might say the dialogue in Juno is too styl- 
ized, but I’ve met so many hyperarticulate teenage 
girls who are notjust shallow and image-obsessed.” 
Because scripts get passed around, screenwriters 
can be acclaimed long before anyone has actually 
seen their movies. With buzz for Juno building, 
Cody has found herself a hero among young Holly- 
wood women desperate to play something besides 
arm candy. “I never get to meet with male actors 
because they don’t need me,” she says. “But ac- 
tresses? Constantly.” 

And because she is the new broad in town, studios 
are sending her any and all projects that star a 
woman. “If there’s a female protagonist or a 
romance, they just assume it’s up my alley. What, 
because I have a vagina?” Cody’s taste runs more 
toward movies like Rosemary’s Baby and Fast Times 
at Ridgemont High (she props a Spicoli black-and- 
white-checked sneaker onto the booth as evidence 
of her devotion), or sharply funny TV like Freaks 
and Geeks and Undeclared. “God, I would slit my 
wrists to meet Judd Apatow.” 

After Cody saw Superbad, she immediately went 
home and started writing a female response to the 
teen comedy, which Universal promptly snatched 
up. Girly Style, named after the wuss version of 
push-ups, tells the story of some nerdy college 
women. Cody has two other scripts in development 


as well: Time and a Half, a satire about the cult of 
modern-day hipsters, and a horror movie about a 
girl who eats boys. “It’s Juno but with cannibalism 
and evisceration,” she explains. One day soon, she 
hopes to direct. “If I were a dude, I don’t know that 
I'd be so eager,” she admits. “But I feel like I have 
aresponsibility to try because there’s such a pauci- 
ty of female directors. There are worse things you 
can do in life than direct a bad movie.” 

And then there’s Spielberg, who handpicked Cody 
to write the pilot for a comedy idea he had about a 
woman with multiple personalities. She conceived 
the story, then pitched it to him over the phone at the 
Universal lot. “I’ve never met him in person,” she 
says. “Isn’t that awesome? It’s like Charlie’s Angels. 
So we had the call, and he said, ‘Okay, go write it’ I 


“If there’s a female protagonist, they 
just assume it’s up my alley,’ says Cody. 
“What, because I have a vagina?” 
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“Actors are all tiny people. Why is that? 
Ifyou look at pictures of me with actors, 
I look like I ate them all,” says Cody. 
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Page and 
“Olivia 
Thirlby 


walked outside and just went numb. E£.T. is the first 
film I ever saw in the theater. I sank down to the 
curb and put my head between my knees.” (Show- 
time is co-producing the pilot of the series, titled 
The United States of Tara, and Toni Collette has 
signed on to star.) 

Cody says she’s keeping her sanity during this 
frenzied time with some help from her new fast 
friends—Dana Fox, who’s currently writing Vince 
Vaughn’s next comedy, and Lorene Scafaria, who 
has her first film, Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist, 


in production. The three often meet to write at 
Doughboys coffee shop, though they have a tendency 
to get distracted. “We always joke that we're going 
to start our own little club, like those Mexican di- 
rectors did,” says Cody. “We argue about which one 
ofus gets to be [Alejandro Gonzalez] Ifarritu.” First, 
though, they need a catchy name. “It should play 
into all of the stereotypes of what people think about 
women,” says Fox. “So we thought about naming the 
club ‘I Don’t Get It’ or ‘Hee Hee Hee, I’m Scared’ 
And we'll dress up in geisha outfits, or white T-shirts 
and no pants! Honestly, this is all we ever talk about.” 

When their workload eventually lightens, the 
trio plans to start a production company with a 
strong emphasis on projects that don’t involve 


beautiful actresses acting dumb and, whoops!, 
falling down the stairs into the arms of Mr. Right. 
But first, they’ve got to help Cody celebrate Juno. 
“Diablo won’t let me read the script because she 
actually feels like the movie totally did it justice,” 
says Fox. “She has no idea what a miracle that is 
for a writer. I keep telling her, “You have to enjoy 
every minute of this.’ Because she’s like, ‘Oh, no, 
no, I don’t need to.’ Well, okay, lady, but you better 
have your f---ing outfit on when I show up at your 
house with beers in the limo and we drive around 
to all the different theaters that are playing Juno. 
Because I’m not going in the limo by myself!” 


im f---ing sick of actors!” declares Cody, stabbing 
fie lime in her third vodka soda. “They look air- 
Brushed in reality. I swear Jennifer Garner has to 
be bathing in the blood of virgins because she has 
thé Most beautiful skin that I’ve ever seen ona hu- 
man being. The boys too! I met Brandon Routh 
from Superman last year. He looks like a special ef- 
fect. He’s too beautiful to live. And actors are all 
tiny people. Why is that? I’m a hulk compared to 
them! If you look at pictures of me with actors, I 
look like I ate them all.” 

We're getting near the point of having had too 
much to drink. But before the waitress brings the 
tab, Cody describes, as evidence of her strange new 
existence, a recent night with former boy-bander 
Lance Bass. She’d been meeting with Anna Faris 
when the two got to drinking and Cody let it slip 
that she was turning 29 at midnight. Because this is 
Hollywood, and because such things happen here, 
Faris pulled a $40 bottle of hand lotion out of her bag 
and presented it to her as a birthday gift, and then 
a car roared up to the hotel, 
whisking the two to Bass’ 
house, where Cody found 
herself bumming a cigarette 
from Melrose, the runner-up 
in America’s Next Top Model 
Cycle 7. “That’s the weird 
thing about this town,” says 
Cody. “People just end up congregating in really 
weird places. Why is Melrose there? But more im- 
portantly, why am I at Lance Bass’ house? He didn’t 
invite me. Oh, and here’s something awesome about 
Lance Bass: When you go into his bathroom, he has 
the MTV Moonman award holding his toilet paper.” 

Marveling on her way out of the Rustic that there’s 
Alice in Chains on the jukebox, she bursts forth 
from the comforting gloom into the fading daylight. 
“Best bar of all time,” she declares, promising to 
bring Jonny back for the $6.99 Bloody Mary Break- 
fast Special. We shake hands on the street corner, 
and Cody heads in the opposite direction of her car. 
She’s going to wander around Hollywood until her 
buzz wears off. It'll be a while. 
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In the dog-eat-dog world of Hollywood, some aspiring starlets will do what- 
ever it takes to get to the top. Then there’s Abbey. The 3-year-old German 
shepherd, who plays Will Smith’s best friend in the sci-fi epic Am Legend, 
took an old-fashioned road to fame: She got discovered. Plucked from a Cali- 
fornia kennel by Steve Berens, a trainer with 28 years of industry experience, 
Abbey was exactly the kind of light-colored shepherd that Legend director 
Francis Lawrence had been looking for. The film, set five years in the future, 
tells the story of ascientist (Smith) who struggles to survive in a postapoca- 
lyptic New York City with only his four-legged pal, Sam (Abbey), for company. December 14. 
It was a demanding part, and Berens knew it would take more than a few 
Method classes to get his new protégé ready for the camera. “We were pretty 
much starting from scratch,” he recalls. “She didn’t even know her own name.” 
Three weeks of intensive coaching followed before Abbey was ready to 
meet her costar. Sparks flew instantly: “Will came walking up, and Abbey 
barked at him,” recalls Berens. But Smith patiently earned Abbey’s respect, 
and the two headed to New York City for a grueling six-month shoot for the 
film, which is based on a 1954 vampire novel of the same name. 
Aconsummate professional on set (she declined fur and makeup and ate a 
strict diet of kibble and chicken), Abbey balked only when asked to perform 
a particularly degrading act for one scene. “For whatever reason, she just 
had no interest in playing fetch,” says Lawrence (Constantine). “We had to 
use a backup dog.” But even the occasional diva moment couldn’t diminish 
the cast and crew’s love for their leading lady. “When we finished her last 
shot, it was like the whole crew had been dying for six months to pet her,” 
recalls Lawrence. “Everybody swarmed. She loved it.” —Adam Markovitz 
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Electronics 
made easy. 


In a world of countless little choices, sometimes 
“more” is more of a hassle. 


Shopping for electronics shouldn't be like pondering 
paint swatches. 


It should be simple. One, two, three. 
Without all of the techy jibber jabber. 


Well-loved, A-list brands like Apple, Nikon and Sony. 


And a friendly shopping experience filled with 
items handpicked to make your day smarter, 
more memorable, more fun. 
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TARGET Extended Service Plans > Make sure to pick up one of these to get three years of worry-free coverage for 
your latest electronics purchase. If we can’t repair it, we'll replace it. Plans vary depending on the price of your 
electronic item. $19-$79 


OLEVIA 42" High-Definition LCD TV > Sophisticated inside and out, this is high-tech home decor. Just 6" 
deep when displayed on the wall, any HD show you watch will suddenly become a work of art. $999.99 


NIKON D40 Digital Camera with Auto-Focus Zoom NIKKOR Lens > No annoying shutter delay here—just stunning 
shots whenever the moment happens. And user-friendly too, courtesy of the D40s help menu with push-button 
advice. Incredible pictures, incredibly easy. $549.99 


LOGITECH V220 Cordless Mouse for Notebooks > With this little guy comfortably in hand, you can scroll through 
documents and pictures with ease. Move up and down, side to side, even zoom in with a simple click. Mini 
receiver stores inside for added portability. $29.99 


VIRGIN MOBILE Aloha by LG > A sleek, glamorous phone design without the fancy price tag. And there 
are no annual contracts to be tied to month-to-month-to-month-to-month. In a word—freedom. $34.99 
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POLAROID i834S 8MP Digital Camera > Love at first sight. Just pick it up and shoot as if it’s a natural extension 
of your hand. Intuitive, user-friendly menu, and a large 3" screen for showing off your latest masterpieces. $149.99 
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DURACELL Pre-Charged Mobile Charger > This trusty charger is ready to go from the moment it hits your Target 


bag. Includes rechargeable AAs and AAAs to refuel any USB-driven device like your iPod or PDA up to 30 hours. 
Car lighter charger included. $24.99 
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T-MOBILE Samsung T219 Pay-As-You-Go Cell Phone > Who's calling? Now you'll know with this affordable 


flip phone’s exterior screen. Besides incoming calls, you can peep at the date, time, battery meter and signal 
strength. Speakerphone also included. $79.99 
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~~ Kodak EasyShare M753 


EASYSHARE M753 Zoom 7MP Digital Camera > This user-friendly camera is ready to go where the 
party takes you. High ISO ensures a balanced picture in a dimly lit, candle-only room. And the digital image 
stabilization kicks in for a blur-free shot among all the spontaneity. Features 3x optical zoom. $129.99 


32" Bravia High-Definition LCD TV > Once found only in the big electronics stores, Sony Bravia is now 
available at Target. With a sharp picture and vibrant, natural colors, this cutting-edge TV can even double 
as a monitor for your PC if needed. $899.99 


Every purchase you make with your 
REDcard at Target earns points toward 
a Target Rewards’ certificate, good for 
10% off** an entire day of shopping at 
Target. So, the more you use it, the 
more 10% off days you'll earn. 


*Some restrictions apply. See Target.com/apply for details. Excludes 
Target Check Card™ 
**Subject to Target Rewards program rules. See Target.com/rewards 
for details. 
REDcard™: Target’ Visa’ Credit Card and Target Credit Card™ 
Subject to application approval. 


©2007 Target Stores. Target and the Bullseye Design are registered trademarks of Target Brands, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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starring DANIEL DAY-LEWIS,PAUL DANO © 
music by JONNY-GREENWOOD 


There Will Be Blood sounds like the title of aslasher film. And if you were 
to listen only to its unhinged orchestral score, almost entirely composed 
by Radiohead’s Jonny Greenwood, you might actually assume that’s what it 
is. In fact, there are minimal amounts of spilled hemoglobin in Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s fifth film, about a misanthropic oilman (Daniel Day- 
Lewis) making money and enemies in California. “But sometimes Paul 
would describe it as close to the horror genre,” says Greenwood, who set 
aside his rock guitar for string quartets, piano trios, and an 80-piece or- 
chestra. “We talked about how The Shining had lots of Penderecki in it. 
We figured the instruments should be contemporary to the turn of the last 
century, but not period music. Even though you know the sounds you're 
hearing are coming from very old technology, you can do things with the 
classical orchestra that unsettle you, that are slightly wrong, that have 
some kind of slightly sinister undercurrent.” Anderson adds; “I guess 
when you have a title like that, the music better be a little bit scary.” 

The first portion, in which Day-Lewis investigates desert-oil prospects, 
is dialogue-free, alternating between silence and screeching strings 
in extreme dynamics rarely heard since Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
“Thad a dream about making a movie that had no dialogue, just music 
and pictures,” says Anderson. “I got close with the first 20 minutes here.” 
It marks a big departure from Anderson’s talkier, more Altmanesque 
pictures like Magnolia—which is why the director brought in fresh collabo- 
rators, calling on Greenwood rather than his usual composer, Jon Brion. 
“Tt’s really thrilling just to hear different sounds coming out ofa film 
you've made,” says Anderson. “I worked with a production designer and 
other people I’ve never worked with before. It’s nerve-racking and exciting 
and...you have to be more polite,” he laughs. —Chris Willman 


Day-Lewis (left) 
and Anderson; 


RELEASE DATE 
December 26 


dure’ 
GREENWOOD 
“You can do things 
with the classical 
orchestra that 
unsettle you, that 
are slightly wrong.” 
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directed by JAKE KASDAN 


starring JOHN C. REILLY, 
JENNA FISCHER 


lyrics by DAN BERN and 
MIKE VIOLA, among others 


On an impossibly hot day in downtown Los Angeles, John 
C. Reilly (Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby) stands 
before a mob of demonstrators, sporting a massive Harry 
Chapin wig, asuede jacket with fringe, and a guitar. He’s playing faux 
music legend Dewey Cox, who’s currently going through a protest 
period. Reilly launches into Cox’s newest song with an unmistakable 
Dylanesque whine: “Dear Mr. President...I stand for the midget, 
Istand for the Negro, I stand for the Injun all hopped up on booze.” 

The song is just one of 32 written by a platoon musicians for the mock 
biopic Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story. That’s about two hours of music 
spanning Cox’s career, from Roy Orbison rockabilly to epic psychedelia. 
(its from about 20 tunes, including some co-written by Mike Viola, who’s 
married to an EW photo editor, made it into the film.) “We really wanted 
the music to be credible,” says director Jake Kasdan, who co-wrote the 
script with producer Judd Apatow, “so that even within this silly movie, if 
you weren’t listening closely, it would seem like a regular song.” 

With the music keeping things real, it’s up to the lyrics to bring the funny. 
Take “Let’s Duet.” It was originally penned as more of a straightforward 
love song until Kasdan and Apatow suggested loading it up with double 
entendres. The result is performed on stage by Cox and his future second 
wife, Darlene (The Office’s Fischer) to a gentle country melody. It evokes 
Walk the Line, and begins: “In my dreams, you're blowin’ me...some kisses.” 

Not exactly Oscar material—right? Well, A Mighty Wind’s Mitch & 
Mickey made it to the big show, so why not Dewey? “There was amoment 
where we thought that maybe, if we play this exactly right, we could 
actually trick [the Academy] into nominating one of the songs,” chuckles 
Kasdan. “We'll see.” —Adam B. Vary 


EW.COM To hear the title song “Walk Hard,” go to ew.com/walkhard 
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directed by CHRIS WEITZ 


They're not as cuddly as the ones starring NICOLE KIDMAN, DANIEL CRAIG 


partying with penguins in that 
famous soft-drink ad, but the polar 
bear warriors in The Golden Com- 
pass—such as lorek, the exiled king 
pictured here—do speak English and 
wear indestructible armor. They're 
just part of the vast fantastical 
metaverse explored by young Lyra 
Belacqua (Dakota Blue Richards) 
ina $150 million adaptation of the 
first book in Philip Pullman’s His 
Dark Materials trilogy. (The film is 
already sparking controversy; see 
page 10.) Nicole Kidman stars as 
Lyra’s chilly guardian and Daniel 
Craig is her scientist uncle. “We've 
got this whole tribe of [CG] animals 
running around—and they all have 


December 7 


their own personalities,” says Craig. ~ 
Still, he insists that doing the exten- ra oN | » i 
sive greenscreen work was a snap re ay ‘S ie. *T : 


compared with playing a certain 
double-O agent: “I don’t have to fall 
over as much.” —Benjamin Svetkey 
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From Radio City Music Hall in New York! 
Neil Patrick Harris Ce..." 


How | Met Your Mother \ 
G3 / : Steve Schirripa 
4 / The SPphanas . 


er 


Neel 


4 ~~ Xtistan Cunni os 4 
wel Rachael Ray Sho’ j 


Robert Gossett 
The Closer 


Diane N Tie! 
Law and Order: SVU 


Semi-Homemade — 


Paige Hemmis 
Extreme Makeover: — 


Jacob Young 
All My Children 


Starts Monday, November 12th! 


Check your local listings for time and station! 
> ~ or visit www.wheeloffortune.com 


‘ 


It may take place during Iran’s Islamic revolution, but the big-screen adap- 
tation of writer-artist Marjane Satrapi’s 2003 graphic novel Persepolis has 
the makings of any kick-ass comic-book movie. Its superhero: a justice- 
seeking, wisecracking young girl. Her disguise: a mysterious sable veil. 
The nemesis: a dude who goes by the moniker of...the Ayatollah! 

Nixing offers to turn her acclaimed illustrated memoir into a TV series 
or a big-budget Hollywood movie, Satrapi chose to codirect an animated 
film, making certain her bittersweet life story wouldn’t be turned into an 
unrelatable Third World costume drama. “I’m [not only] representing 
lots of Iranian people,” she told EW when the book was published, mean- 
ing that after 9/11, folks worldwide were counting their blessings—and 
their civil liberties. “I’m even representing lots of American people.” 

In the subtitled film, a precocious girl grows up in Tehran during the 
’70s and’80s, when the Shah was overthrown by radical Muslims led by 
the Ayatollah Khomeini. The fallout? Females had to don veils, schools 
became vessels for propaganda, and some of the Satrapis’ loved ones were 
executed. “All this injustice...[made] me extremely angry,” said Satrapi, 
who now lives in Paris. “The only way to escape...was to laugh.” In the 
movie, her fretful mom (voiced by Catherine Deneuve) and plucky grand- 
ma (Danielle Darrieux) look on as the goofy, rebellious Marjane (Chiara 
Mastroianni) obsesses over boys and secretly indulges in Western offer- 
ings like, oh, Survivor’s “Eye of the Tiger.” A firecracker social commen- 
tary, Persepolis shared the Jury Prize at Cannes and has already sparked 
Oscar talk. Let’s see Spider-Man swing that. —Nisha Gopalan 


‘persepolis’ 


directed by MARJANE SATRAPI, 
VINCENT PARONNAUD 
voices by CHIARA MASTROIANNI, 
\] CATHERINE DENEUVE, 
DANIELLE DARRIEUX 


Paronnaud 
and Satrapi 
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» walked out of a Comic-Con screening of footage# 
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‘beowulf’ 


< A wave of risky 3-D j 
\ epics begins with Ray Winstone 
N as a warrior and A 
Angelina Jolie as the sexiest 
swamp thing ever 
By Nicole Sperling 


. 


b 


One evening last July, screenwriter Roger Avary 


from his latest movie and found himself unable 
to.slip back into reality. The world of the film, 
rendéred imeye-popping 3-D, had seemed so all- 
ene®mpassing that, getting into his car to drive 
home, he had trouble shaking it off. “I probably 
shouldn’t have been behind the wheel,” he says. 
“] felt like I was coming off of an acid trip.” 

What was the film that had so messed with the 
head of the Pulp Fiction co-writer? Some mind- 
bending'sci-fi flick? Actually, it was an adaptation 
of a3,183-line Anglo-Saxon alliterative verse poem . 


stpposedly written by Christian monks over 1,000. a - 


— 


years ago—a literary work so notoriously impene- = 
trable that Woody Allen advised Diane Keaton in 
Annie Hall, “Don’t take any course where they 
make you read Beowulf.” A touchstone for fantasy 
writers like J.R.R. Tolkien, Beowulf is the story 
of a Scandinavian warrior who saves King 
Hrothgar’s people from a marauding monster 
named Grendel. Now it’s been transformed into a 
21st-century popcorn extravaganza with all the 
high-tech fixings. The film, directed by Robert 
Zemeckis, utilizes motion-capture technology to 
transform live action into digital animation, a 
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Grendel and 
ow) fils mom 


technique pioneered by director Peter Jackson with 
Gollum in The Lord of the Rings and further devel- 
oped by Zemeckis in The Polar Express. Throw in 
Angelina Jolie as Grendel’s fierce, slitheringly sexy 
mother—and as much blood and gore as a PG-13 
rating can bear—and it’s clear this is not your father’s 
Beowulf. Or your great-great-great-great-grand- 
father’s, either. “Watching this thing is like walk- 
ing around in a graphic novel,” says Beowulf co- 
writer Neil Gaiman, who, as a preeminent graphic 
novelist (The Sandman), should know. 

Following on the heels of the $211 million sleep- 
er 300, Beowulf seems poised for success with a 
similar blend of ancient setting and effects wiz- 
ardry. (It will be released simultaneously in 
2-D and 3-D.) But whereas 300 used live actors, 
complete with rippling abs, Beowulf features no 
flesh-and-blood stars at all—just digital replicas, 
which in Polar Express were criticized for appear- 
ing abit dead-eyed. (Judging from footage EW has 


seen, vast improvements have been made.) Witha 
budget of $150 million—more than double that of 
300—the film is a hefty risk for Paramount and fin- 
ancier Steve Bing. It must appeal to more than just 
13-year-old comic-book fans in order to succeed at 
the box office. “For a young audience, this is the 
world they live in,” says Paramount’s president of 
marketing and worldwide distribution Rob Moore. 
“The challenge is getting the older audience.” 


Screenwriter Avary first encountered Beowulf 


ina high school English class—and not coinciden- 
tally, he says, “I gota C that year.” Around the time 
of Pulp Fiction, he partnered with Gaiman to begin 


hammering out a screenplay of Beowulf, which he 
initially planned to direct himself with a modest 
$20 million budget. In late 2004, following the suc- 
cess of Polar Express, Zemeckis jumped on board 
the project. Anoted control freak who, during the 
making of Contact, digitally tweaked Jodie Fos- 
ter’s eyebrow in one scene, Zemeckis saw unlim- 
ited possibilities for his new box of motion-capture 
tools. (The director is not speaking to the press 
for Beowulf.) “Bob said, “There’s nothing you can 
write that I can’t film,” says Gaiman. “Suddenly, 
I’m writing a battle where Beowulf is fighting a 
dragon under the sea—all the kind of cool stuff we 
couldn’t have done before.” 

What’s more, it could all be done on a sound- 
stage in Culver City. No need to scout picturesque 
Norwegian villages or hire extras for battle scenes— 
the whole thing could be digitally fabricated. 
Zemeckis’ technology could transform Crispin 
Glover into a raging monster and paunchy British 
actor Ray Winstone (Sexy Beast), who plays 
Beowulf, into a hunky hero. For the actors, who 
also include Anthony Hopkins as King Hrothgar, 
this meant acting in wetsuits while plastered from 
head to toe with digital sensors. Winstone insists 
the technology wasn’t cumbersome: “After the first 
day you get used to it, and it kind of makes you 
more aware of your muscles. It was a way of work- 
ing I would love to try again.” 

Seeking to stir up fanboy enthusiasm, Para- 
mount screened that exclusive Beowulf footage 
at Comic-Con, but even the niche audience’s 
allegiance isn’t a sure thing. To hedge its bet, 
Beowulf will have the biggest 3-D rollout of any 
movie in history, bowing on just under 1,000 dig- 
ital 3-D screens and in 90 IMAX theaters. The 
hope is that the high-tech format will pay off the 
way it has for films like Polar Express, Chicken 
Little, and Meet the Robinsons, all of which per- 
formed strongly in 3-D. 

With A-list directors like 
James Cameron, Steven 
Spielberg, and Peter Jack- 
son developing 3-D proj- 


ro i ee 1 ? ects of their own, all of Hol- 


lywood will be watching 
Beowulfas atest case. “This 
is the next frontier,” says DreamWorks Anima- 
tion head Jeffrey Katzenberg, a lead evangelist 
of 3-D. “In the future, I think 50 to 70 percent of 
the moviegoing experience will be in 3-D.” For 
his part, Avary thinks this cinematic marriage 
of advanced technology and ancient poetry makes 
sense. “Beowulf has been transformed over the 
years, depending on who’s telling it,” he says. “We 
don’t have fire pits to tell our stories around. 
We're doing it in the theaters.” Now he just hopes 
that millions of other people will leave those 
theaters, as he did, ina kind of daze, wondering if 
it’s safe to drive home. @ 


Deli Creations sandwiches from Oscar Mayer. 
Everything you need, packed fresh, so you 
can create a delicious, hot and melty fresh- 
baked sandwich in a microwave minute. 


ightley 


With the o. Pads 
suddenly on the horizon, it's time we 
took’alook at the year’s notable— 
and most likely to be nominated—films 
and performances. 


By Dave Karger 


Into the Wild 


be St pictu re . ‘ OTHER POSSIBILITIES 


~ : | Juno . 
t SS The Kite Runner g 
No Country for Old Men = 
Michael Clayton : 
LONG SHOTS : 
The Departed proved violence lan McEwan’s wrenching novel At this point it’s the season's ae DivingiBelliand the Butterfly 
isn't an Academy deal breaker. is now a decades-spanning biggest mystery. But a alrsprey 
And this gritty New York City period piece with lush visuals, promising trailer andallthose | Sweeney Todd 
tale has enough uplift to thrilling camera work, and past Oscar winners catapult it There Will Be Blood 
counter all the bloodshed. memorable performances. to the top of the list. ' 3:10 to Yuma 


Tim Burton Sweeney Todd 
Marc Forster The Kite Runner 
Julian Schnabel The Diving Bell 


_ best director . sn | OTHER POSSIBILITIES 


NVN3UOS GUVHOIN (W9W O10 HOd AYINNOD ON (Z) TAWVHNG SIOONVEd 'YYM S.NOSTIM 3/T4¥HO (2) 337 QIAVO ‘43L 


and the Butterfly 
Sean Penn Into the Wild 
Joe Wright Atonement 
. LONG SHOTS 
No Country for Old Men Charlie Wilson’s War American Gangster : 
The ultraviolent Lone Star It's been nearly two decades Teaming with two of our Paul Thomas Anderson There will Be Blood 
State allegory is sure to be one since his last nod in this greatest leading men (and David Cronenberg Eastern Promises 
of the best-reviewed films of category. But Nichols’ War crafting a blistering crime Tony Gilroy Michael Clayton 
the year. Expect lots of “return could be this year’s political- drama) should earn Scott his Sidney Lumet Before the Devil... 
to form” praise for the Coens. film breakthrough. fourth career nomination. Jason Reitman Juno 
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TER: DAVID LEE: ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE; LAURIE SPARHAM, AWAY FROM HER: MICHAEL GIBSON: LA VIE EN ROSE: BRUNO CALVO: NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN: RICHARD FOREMAN: INTO THE WILD: CHUCK ZLOTNICK 


I'M NOT THERE: JONATHAN WENK; GOW 


Tommy Lee Jones 
In the Valley of Elah 
The box office receipts have 
been less than stellar. But 
Jones’ moving work as a 
soldier's father is still worthy. 


Daniel Day-Lewis 
There Will Be Blood 
With three nods for his last 
eight films, he’s an Academy 
fave who's said to deliver 
typical fireworks in Blood. 


Denzel Washington 
American Gangster 
Playing the villain has done the 
trick for him before (Training 
Day). And his Gangster baddie 
is one for the ages. 


best actress 


4 py 


Julie Christie 
Away From Her 
Christie's affecting 

performance as an Alzheimer's 

patient could earn her a fourth 
nomination in this category. 


i 

Cate Blanchett 

Elizabeth: The Golden Age 

The movie was poorly received 
by audiences and critics, but 


without much competition, 
she's still a front-runner. 


Marion Cotillard 
La Vie en Rose 
The French star boasts 
perhaps the most remarkable 
transformation of the year as 
tempestuous singer Edith Piaf. 


best supporting actor 


Javier Bardem Paul Dano Hal Holbrook 
No Country for Old Men There Will Be Blood Into the Wild 
His portrayal of the crime A year after his near-mute turn The veteran of stage and 


in Little Miss Sunshine, he's 
got speeches aplenty as 
Blood's hellfire preacher. 


drama's unstoppable killer is 
frightening, mysterious, and, 
most shocking of all, funny. 


screen has five Emmys and a 
Tony but has never been 
nominated for an Oscar. 


best supporting actress 
i . aoe \ 


Tilda Swinton 
Michael Clayton 
The daring Scot brings naked 
ambition to life—and pulls 
off a perfect American 
accent in the process. 


Amy Ryan 
Gone Baby Gone 
A two-time Tony nominee, the 
New York-based actress finally 
has her breakout role, as 
Baby's trash-mouthed mom. 


Cate Blanchett 
I’m Not There 
Also a lead-actress contender 
this year, she's an even better 
bet for her strangely 
convincing take on Bob Dylan. 


OTHER POSSIBILITIES 

Josh Brolin No Country for Old Men 
George Clooney Michael Clayton 
Tom Hanks Charlie Wilson’s War 
James McAvoy Atonement 

Viggo Mortensen Eastern Promises 


LONG SHOTS 

John Cusack Grace Is Gone 

Johnny Depp Sweeney Todd 

Ryan Gosling Lars and the Real Girl 

Emile Hirsch Into the Wild 

Philip Seymour Hoffman Before the Devil... 


OTHER POSSIBILITIES 

Amy Adams Enchanted 

Angelina Jolie A Mighty Heart 

Nicole Kidman Margot at the Wedding 
Laura Linney The Savages 

Ellen Page Juno 


LONG SHOTS 

Halle Berry Things We Lost in the Fire 
Nikki Blonsky Hairspray 

Keira Knightley Atonement 

Keri Russell Waitress 

Tang Wei Lust, Caution 


OTHER POSSIBILITIES 

Philip Bosco The Savages 

Philip Seymour Hoffman Charlie Wilson’s War 
Tommy Lee Jones No Country for Old Men 
Max von Sydow The Diving Bell... 

Tom Wilkinson Michael Clayton 


LONG SHOTS 

Casey Affleck The Assassination of Jesse... 
Ben Foster 3:10 to Yuma 

Ethan Hawke Before the Devil... 

Alan Rickman Sweeney Todd 

Michael Sheen Music Within 


OTHER POSSIBILITIES 

Jennifer Garner Juno 

Catherine Keener Into the Wild 

Jennifer Jason Leigh Margot at the Wedding 
Julia Roberts Charlie Wilson’s War 
Saoirse Ronan Atonement 


LONG SHOTS 

Ruby Dee American Gangster 

Kelly Macdonald No Country for Old Men 
Emily Mortimer Lars and the Real Girl 
Vanessa Redgrave Atonement 
Emmanuelle Seigner The Diving Bell... 
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From a silly Santa movie ™ 

to the real December 25th 

and beyond—EW xz 

helps you plan your holidayaaiam 

filmgoing schedule 

By Jason Clark and 
Adam Markovitz 


Fred Claus 

STARRING: Vince 
Vaughn, Paul Giamatti 
Santa's big bro (Vaughn) 
returns to the North Pole. 


Lions for Lambs 

STARRING: Tom Cruise, 
American Gangster Robert Redford, Meryl 
STARRING: Streep 


Denzel Washington, 
Russell Crowe 
Washington's a drug 


The talent troika takes on 
war and Washington. 


< 


lord, Crowe's a cop. No Country for 
And...action! Old Men 
Mr. Magorium’s I’m Not There 
STARRING: Tommy Lee see 
. Wonder Emporium STARRING: Christian 
Bee Movie Jones, Javier Bardem 
; Beowulf STARRING: Bale, Cate Blanchett 
STARRING: Cormac McCarthy's novel Z - : : 
Sar : : STARRING: Ray Winstone, Dustin Hoffman, Six actors, male and 

aleray Senger SiGe ars Cubes Angelina Jolie Natalie Portman female, compete to 
Renée Zellweger seen by the Coen brothers. 9 r P 


CG kid pic or epic inter- 


Forget Sparta. Eleventh- 


A Wonka-style toy shop 


be America's Next 


Enchanted 


| century Denmark is where sets the scene for a Bob Dylan. ¢ 
species romance? You ; : 3 
< the real action was. magical adventure. a 

bee the judge (sorry). 3 
The Mist 2 

Southland Tales : 5 

- ; Love in the Time of Redacted STARRING: x 
Martian Child STARRING: Dwayrie F x 
Cholera STARRING: Izzy Diaz, Thomas Jane, 3 

STARRING: John Johnson, Sarah : y 3 
‘ STARRING: Patrick Carroll Marcia Gay Harden é 

Cues Ananda eet gt ak geal Javier Bardem Brian De Palma depicts The latest threat in 3 
A widower (Cusack) The Rock and Buffy, ; P E 


befriends a young boy. 
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together at last! 


The Savages 


Benjamin Bratt 
Eternal love outlasts 
decades of disease 


American soldiers in the 
information age. 


Stephen King's pantheon 
of horror? Humidity! 


and despair. 

Margot at the Enchanted The Savages 

Wedding STARRING: Amy Adams, STARRING: Philip 
STARRING: Nicole Patrick Dempsey Seymour Hoffman, 
Kidman, Jennifer A Disney princess Laura Linney 

Jason Leigh (Adams) takes on the Big Linney and Hoffman play 


Because the holidays are 
about family. And families 


are about emotional abuse. 


Apple in this family pic, 
which mixes live action 
and animation. 


sibs coping with their 
dying dad (Philip 
Bosco)—and each other. 


> 
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SIONEY BALDWIN; MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPORIUM: RAFY 


THE KITE RUNNER: PHIL BRAY: NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS 


Nov. 30 


Awake 
STARRING: Ji 


Christensen wakes during 
surgery and is—under- 
standably—rather upset. 


The Diving Bell and the 
Butterfly 
STARRING: 


The true story of a para- 
lyzed man (Amalric) who 
writes his life story. 


Dec. 5 


Juno 
STARRING: 


Think Knocked Up, but 
underage. And written by 
a former stripper. 


Dec. 7 


Atonement 
STARRING: 


Star-crossed lovers 
(Knightley and McAvoy) 
pine in this adaptation of 
lan McEwan's novel. 


The Golden Compass 
STARRING: Nicole 


The British fantasy 
novels come to life with 
an A-list cast. 


Grace Is Gone 
STARRING: 
Personal tragedy prompts 
a widower (Cusack, again) 
to take his kids on a soul- 
searching road trip. 


Revolver 
STARRING: Jason 


Guy Ritchie directs a film 
about (shock!) gangsters. 


Dec. 12 


The Perfect Holiday 
STARRING: Ge 


A divorcée (Union) finds 
yuletide love with a mall 
Santa (Chestnut). 


Dec. 14 


Alvin and the 
Chipmunks 
STARRING: Jason Lee 
CG rodents become pop 
stars. We become jaded. 


1 Am Legend 
STARRING: Will Smith 
Smith fends off monsters 
in New York City. Better 
than tourists. 


The Kite Runner 
STARRING: 


A look at the lifelong bond 
between two Middle 
Eastern boys, from the 
celebrated best-seller. 


The Kite 

Runner 

Youth Without Youth 
STARRING: d 


Francis Ford Coppola's 
first pic of the decade 
follows a professor 
(Roth) on the run from 
the Nazis. 


Dec. 2] 


National Treasure: 
Book of Secrets 
STARRING: Nicolas 
Ghost Rider and The 
Queen dig up a missing 


page from the diary of 
John Wilkes Booth. 


P.S., | Love You 
STARRING: Hil 

A young widow (Swank) 
lives out a to-do list from 
her late hubby (Butler). 


Sweeney Todd 
STARRING: 


Depp trades scissor- 
hands for a barber's 
razor in Tim Burton's 
horror musical. 


Walk Hard: 

The Dewey Cox Story 
STARRING: . 

Team Apatow goes for a 
hat trick with this 


tongue-in-cheek musical. 


Dec. 25 


Aliens vs. Predator: 
Requiem 
STARRING: 


Monsters duke it out, 
bring holiday cheer. 


The Bucket List 
STARRING: 


Two feisty geezers make 
a list of things to do 
before they kick the you- 
know-what. 


Charlie Wilson’s War 
STARRING: Tom Hanks, 


Yes, it's about war. But 
we hear Julia still smiles. 


The Great Debaters 
STARRING: 


The true tale of a 1930s 
college debate team. 


Persepolis 
STARRING: Catherii 


A spunky girl escapes 
the Islamic revolution 
in this French 
animated feature. 


Wr 


National Treasure: 
Book of Secrets 


Dec. 26 


There Will Be Blood 
STARRING: 


There will also be oil in 
Paul Thomas Anderson's 
frontier drama. 


Dec. 28 


Cassandra’s Dream 
STARRING: C Farrell 


A Woody Allen thriller. 
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Meet Amber. 


ia 


eMusic 
Amber digs the Atlanta hip-hop scene. But when 
she wants something completely different, 
she's all about eMusic. Because, with over 
2 million indie songs — and the ability 
to download them over her phone — 
she's always got the perfect track. 
MySpace Mobile 
Amber’s got a lot of friends. So she’s always 
getting texts when one of her friends 
posts something on MySpace. Or she’s 
posting a pic fram her phone. 
Fashion Updates It's nonstop. 
Amber's into keeping up with what's 
hot. So if she's not gossiping about 
the latest celebrity-style don'ts 
with her friends, she’s getting 
fashion updates and pics Video Share 


sent to her phone. Sometimes she even shares tive video of 
what she’s buying with her girl Jen while 


they're chatting on the phone. 


This is Amber's digital world. 


You've never met her but now you know what she's like. 


What can AT&T do for your digital world? 
att.com/digitalworld 


Service provided by AT&T Mobility. ©2007 AT&T Knowledge Ventures. All rights reservec. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Knowledge Ventures and/or AT&T affitiated companies. 


VIN MACUR/TEIREIMAGE COM, CIVIC WUMAN: ALAN ZENUR, AGSULUIEC DANUMAN: AARON IAPPEN/© UC COMICS 


1. DAN IN REAL LIFE 


Steve Carell sidesteps the schmaltz—despite playing a 
widowed father of three daughters who falls for his brother’s 
girlfriend—in this surprisingly authentic romantic comedy. 


SEARCHING FOR RICK RUBIN 
This mix CD honors the producer's rap-punk 
genius with Run-DMC and Chili Peppers covers. 

THE LATKE WHO COULDN’T STOP 
SCREAMING, by Lemony Snicket 
A frightened potato pancake flees es 
the Hanukkah frying pan, but men *y | 


wr 


eventually finds its rightful place in eam 
this twisted holiday tale. : 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU’RE 


DEAD, directed by Sidney Lumet 
The 83-year-old master behind Serpico hits the 
jackpot again with a clever heist thriller starring 
Ethan Hawke and Philip Seymour Hoffman. 


wet bes a 

MY SO-CALLED LIFE on DVD 
The short-lived chronicles of Angela Chase (Claire 
Danes, left, with Jared Leto) were grand TV; the 
creators’ pilot-episode commentary is pure gold. 


Fabulous Fergie 
can't help trippin’ 
over the man of 
her dreams in this 
flashy CG fantasy 
that opens the 
book to her 
lovesick heart. 


Ten Things We Love 
This Week 


KATEE SACKHOFF 
on ‘Bionic Woman’ 
Galactica's Starbuck is 
superbad as a ticking bionic 
time bomb whose malfunc- 
tioning wires get crossed 
with Jaime Sommers’. 


RAISING SAND, 
Robert Plant and Alison Krauss 
Producer T Bone Burnett magically cultivates the 
harmonic beauty between Plant's hard-rock 
DENY and Krauss’ Biuearass soul. 


THE SALT-N- PEPA SHOW 
Seven years after calling it quits, the pioneering 
first ladies of rap try to put the pieces back 
together for VH1's spicy new reality series. 


Ml READER’S CHOICE 
SEND YOUR PICKS TO EW.COM 


: : — 
‘aw dll 


0. THE ABSOLUTE 
SANDMAN, VOL. 2 


Another beautiful hardcover collection 
of Neil Gaiman’s seminal comic. 
Submitted by Kathleen Howard 
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It's mob 
rule for 
Washington 
and his crew 


As Frank Lucas, the brutal 
Harlem drug lord of American 
Denze] | Gangster, Denzel Washington 
Washington, has a gaze as steady as astatue’s, 
RussellCrowe | andhe wanders through the 
R, 158 mins. vibrantly messy, pre-Giuliani- 


(Universal) time streets in an overcoat 
' that accentuates his wide 
shoulders and coiled, urban-king swagger. There’s 


no doubt that Frank communicates strength—in 


fact, he communicates little else. Washington 
might be playing a senator, or Malcolm X all over 
again; his performance is smooth, confident, and 


more than alittle familiar. Even as a gangster, he 


Two acti nN g powerho uses fa ce doesn’t transform—he doesn’t release his inner 


thug. He’s still every inch Denzel, all dour nobility. 


off in an organized-crime drama __pirectedby Ridley Scott, and adapted by 
that’s a bit too CO ntrolled. screenwriter Steven Zaillian from a New York 


magazine story entitled “The Return of Superfly,” 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN American Gangster is meticulous and detailed, a 
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drug-world epic that holds you from moment to 
moment, immersing you in the intricate and 
sleazy logistics of crime. Yet the movie isn’t quite 
enthralling; it’s more like the ghost version of a 
’70s classic. Scott nails the grit and clutter of the 
era—the bombed-out buildings, the litter and the 
rusty pay phones—and he structures the film 
almost pointillistically, with brief, heightened, 
coruscating scenes that flow into each other. 
American Gangster unfolds on parallel tracks, 
cutting back and forth between Frank Lucas’ 
reign and the stubborn quest of Richie Roberts 
(Russell Crowe), a terse and scruffy last-honest- 
narcotics-cop-in-New York, to hunt him down. 
It’s like The Godfather, Serpico, Scarface, and The 
French Connection all mashed in a blender, along 
with a heavy helping of synthetic cocktail mix. 
Lucas aspires to be anew kind of inner-city 
criminal. He’s a drug dealer who thinks like a 
CEO, without the plumage of previous black 
gangsters. His innovation, which puts hima step 
ahead of the Italian Mob, is to realize that with 
the Vietnam War raging, he can purchase uncut 
heroin directly from the Southeast Asian king- 
pins who supply it to American soldiers. Using his 
connections, he journeys upriver, like a grunt in 
Apocalypse Now, to the jungles of Thailand and 
buys 100 kilos. He then cuts the U.S. military into 
the deal by having the drugs shipped back on 
Army planes. Now that’s thinking outside the box. 
Frank’s product, marketed as. “Blue Magic,” is 
purer than any other dealer’s, and he sells it for 
less. American Gangster tells the story of a singular 
underworld mind, yet Frank, as a character, isn’t 
fascinating, exactly. He’s an icon who hasn’t been 
completely filled in. Every half hour or so, starting 
with the opening scene, he commits some hideous 
cold-blooded execution meant to demonstrate 
he’s got more stones than anyone else. His fury, 
though, is tidy and compartmentalized. Even for 
astealth corporate gangster, he doesn’t showa 
glimmer of it the rest of the time. You never 
feel—like you did when James Cagney shoved that 
grapefruit in his girlfriend’s face in The Public 
Enemy, or when Tony Montana unleashed his mad- 
dog machine-gun rage in Scarface—that Frank is a 
gangster because he lives and breathes violence. 
Washington’s performance lacks idiosyncrasy, 
and it also lacks a whisper of the streets, though 
that, at least, is by design. When Frank’s Puerto 
Rican beauty-queen wife (Lymari Nadal) gives 
him a striped fur coat, he wears it to the 1973 Ali- 
Frazier fight, and that’s the tip-off to Detective 
Roberts that there’s a new player in town. Frank 
gets caught out the one night he dresses like a 
pimp. There’s an irony to that fact the film should 
have made more of. What works, terrifically, is 
Roberts’ fixation on Frank. Crowe plays him with 
a thick, hunched body and a squint of a scowl. He’s 
a caveman lug who has burned his life down to an 


follows the 
money 


ashy nub of integrity. Catching criminals is all he 
has; he’s every bit as obsessed with nailing dirty 
cops, like the shakedown bully Detective Trupo 
(Josh Brolin). Still, it takes a special doggedness to 
trap Lucas, since Frank’s secret weapon—the real 
way he sneaks drugs into the country, not revealed 
until late in the film—has a ghastly ingenuity. 
Frank builds his empire with family, uprooting 
brothers, cousins, and his dear old mother (Ruby 
Dee) from North Carolina and moving them toa 
mansion that looks like the Tara of Westchester. 
Yet we barely get to know the brothers, even as they 
run Frank’s operation. (The great Chiwetel Ejiofor 
is wasted.) American Gangster is never dull, but it 
could have used more good old-fashioned melo- 
dramatic intrigue. The last section, in which Lucas 
and Roberts finally connect, is almost weirdly 
upbeat. Many movie gangsters have, of course, 
become role models, but this film might have been 
more convincing if it didn’t set out to create one. B 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS... 


+ Producer Brian 

| Grazer was uneasy 

‘ when he met Frank 
' Lucas (above), the 

' real-life heroin dealer 
whose story inspired 
: the character played 
: by Denzel Washington. 
' “He has good stories, 
' but he’s a gangster,” 
' says Grazer. “He 

: hasn't changed, He's 
: still that person.” 
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Jerry Seinfeld returns with a honey-sweet fable that’s stranger— 
and deeper—than your average animated tale. BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


Bee Movie is agreeably skewed 
fun. There’s no denying that 


Voices of Jerry 
Seinfeld, Renée the jokes in this bedazzling 
Zellweger animated feature seem, at 
PG, 91 mins, |_ first, a bit conventional, if not 
(DreamWorks) | corny. Jerry Seinfeld, who 


co-wrote and produced the 
film, lends his patented nasal-voiced skepticism 
to Barry B. Benson, a Central Park hive dweller 
buzzing for adventure. A boyish drone who’s 
supposed to resemble Jerry, but looks more like 
Casey Affleck crossed with the young Charles 
Grodin, Barry gets up in the morning, deliberates 
before picking a yellow-and-black-striped 
sweater off a rack hung with a dozen identi- 

cal options, then sharpens his stinger like a 
pencil. What lies ahead for him is a life of 

noble drudgery. The hive believes in making 
honey, then more honey still, all ina cutely 
convoluted Dr. Seussian assembly-line bustle 
operated by—wait for it—the Honex corporation. 
Which is why Barry is drawn to the Pollen Jocks, 
strapping daredevils dressed like riot cops whose 
job is to gather that precious flower dust. 

It’s when Barry tags along with them that Bee 
Movie comes alive. As he flies into the air, the 
world outside looks so whizzy and strange— 
acid-trip flashes of sky, leaves, and blinding 
sun—that it’s as if Barry were being reborn. The 
movie sticks, with thrilling precision, to a bee’s- 
eye view, as Barry rises out of Central Park and 
buzzes down a midtown block. The images have 
aspangly clarity—they make New York look new 
again—yet there’s a funky bug-world fragility to 


it all, as when Barry catches a flash of himself ina 
car mirror or, later, gets plastered onto a wind- 
shield, along with other mashed victims. (Chris 
Rock, as a lowly mosquito, makes each line zing.) 
Barry lands in the apartment of Vanessa Bloome 
(Renée Zellweger), a sweet lady romantically 
linked, for no good reason, to a lunatic (Patrick 
Warburton) who never speaks lower thana 
scream. Barry and Vanessa become friends; he 
even develops a crush on her. If that strikes you 
as odd—shouldn’t Barry have some honey ofa 
bee girl he’s in love with?—welcome to the loopy 
eccentricity of Bee Movie, which is just getting 
rolling. Barry discovers that honey, stolen from 
bees, is sold to humans in supermarkets; that 
many of his fellows are kept in slave labor 
camps (i.e., honey farms); and that no other 
bees know about it. Seinfeld, voice rising to 
that nifty incredulous whine, perfectly channels 
our hero’s dismay. Bee Movie is about how Barry 
saves the world, and without giving more away, 
let me just say that the film is nutty, ecological, 
antically funny, and moving, all at the same time. 
It’s also a fable for our 24/7 worker-bee age. 
We’re used to animated films like Ratatouille 
that salute those who don’t go with the flow, but 
Bee Movie takes a paradoxically fresher tack. In 
this movie, the power of the individual turns out 
to be overrated. It’s the system that’s precious, 
and if that message sounds a tad...reactionary, 
Bee Movie finds a touching beauty in it. Who’d 
have guessed that Jerry Seinfeld, the maestro of 
nothing, would spearhead a fairy tale about the 
inspiring glory of punching the clock? 
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BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


Joe Joe Strummer: The 
Strummer: | Future Is Unwritten 
The Future opens with startling 

IsUnwritten | black-and-white 


Unrated, 124 mins. 
(IFC First Take) 


footage of Joe 
Strummer in the 
studio, singing 
“White Riot.” We don’t hear any music, 
just his voice—that strangled lumpen 
rasp, all ferocity and barbed wire, not 
so much singing as spitting the lyrics 
(“Whah! Riot! I wanna riot! Whah! Riot! 
Ariot umah own!”). Then the sound of 
the Clash crashes in behind it, and you 
realize with ashudder that you haven’t 
heard anything like this rock & roll 
earthquake ina very long time. As the 
song plays, we see footage of the young 
Joe, the diplomat’s son who would 
grow up not just to attack “authority” 
but to try to remake the world, declar- 
ing that the real authority was you. 
The Future Is Unwritten captures 
the Joe Strummer who, in the late 
1970s, just about firebombed the rock 
establishment with his fury. On stage, 
with his sideburns and rockabilly 
pompadour, which hung down into an 
early-’60s Brylcreem curl, he was like 
ascrawny, punk-Marxist James Dean; 
along with the other lean and hungry 
members of the Clash, he made rock- 


Hey, Joe: 
the singer 
on stage 


Strummer Loving 


Punk documentarian Julien Temple offers an intimate 
portrait of the Clash’s intense and complex Joe Strummer. 


as-activism seem sexy. Directed by 
Julien Temple, The Future Is Unwritten 
is styled as acompanion piece to 
Temple’s Sex Pistols documentary, 
The Filth and the Fury (2000), but it 
lacks that film’s blistering sweep. This 
one, though, has an intimacy that’s rare 
to encounter in rock docs. It’s full of 
amazing home-movie footage—Joe as 
aroots-rock London squatter, figuring 
out his image before punk hit; Joe 
jamming with the Clash for virtually 
the first time; Joe partying backstage, 
puking out a window, or ripping into a 
journalist for not being “serious.” 

In that tantrum, you see what was 
great about Strummer and also what, 
at times, was annoying—the righteous- 
ness that could make rock & roll seem 
like homework. (I still cringe when I 
think of my lefty college pal nattering 
about “the only band that matters.”) 
Acrusader for truth, he wasn’t above 
bedding his bandmates’ girlfriends; his 
post-Clash career, in which he led the 
party band the Mescaleros, shows the 
man growing up, but it’s also meander- 
ing and alittle sad. He had already 
given everything he had. The Future Is 
Unwritten made me long for the era 
when arock star could burn—and even 
burn out—this brightly. B+ 
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John Cusack, Bobby 
Coleman, Amanda Peet 
PG, 108 mins. (New Line) 


Dennis (Bobby Coleman) is 
a weird kid who thinks he’s 
from Mars. David (John 
Cusack), a science-fiction 
writer/widower, adopts him 
anyway. The problem with 
Martian Child is that it 
wants to be a story about 
outcasts, but Dennis doesn't 
come off as a cute little rebel. 
Hiding in boxes, speaking 
Martian, and stealing pic- 
tures of David's dead wife, 
he comes off as mentally 
disturbed. Cusack, less 
guarded than usual, makes a 
few scenes connect; it's not 
his fault the movie inadver- 
tently turns you against the 
overindulgent parenting cul- 
ture. —Gregory Kirschling 


PG, 99 mins. 
(Warner Independent) 


There are wounding tales of 
rape and murder, of parents 
watching their children 
massacred, in this clear-eyed 
documentary account of the 
genocide in Darfur. Mostly, 
though, it’s devoted to the 
efforts of six individuals to 
stop the madness. They 
range from a prosecutor at 
the International Criminal 
Court in the Hague to actor- 
activist Don Cheadle (one of 
the producers), who speaks 
eloquently of how what's 
happening over there is an 
assault on the humanity of 
everyone on earth. That said, 
the film gets a little “We can 
fix this!” inspirational for a 
chronicle of such staggering 
darkness. —0G 


TRAILER PARK 


Why wait to review the movie when we 
can grade the teaser? 


| Am Legend Suppose a plague wiped out 
the world and you're Robert Neville (Will 
Smith), the only man left alive in New York 
City. What would you do? The immensely 
satisfying and creepy / Am Legend trailer 
gets it right: You'd get ripped on your very 
own treadmill, catch up on DVDs, and cruise 
traffic-free streets in your sports car. Fun! 
We're already sold on this movie. Then— 
even better!—the trailer tosses in scores of 
screechy, flailing CG ghouls for Smith to 
battle by night. They look a little too much 
like the monsters from The Descent, but 
who cares? Sign us up. A= —GK 


FOR MORE TRAILER REVIEWS GO TO EW.COM/TRAILERS 


PG, 89 mins. (Palisades) 


This beautiful and urgent 
eco-doc takes a bite out of 
the shark mythology made 
indelible by Jaws. It argues 
that these ancient creatures 
are as friendly as dolphins, 
and relatively safe. But it 
also captures how poaching, 
which has escalated in the 
last 20 years due mostly to 
the popularity of shark-fin 
soup in Asia, has begun to 
decimate the earth's shark 
population. The director, 
Rob Stewart, lands in the 
middle of his own corporate 
thriller when he’s arrested in 
Costa Rica after uncovering 
its illegal shark-fin industry. 
Stewart is a true filmmaker 
(and a great underwater 
lenser), and he taps your 
inner sea hippie. —0G 


Tobin Bell, 
Costas Mandylor 
R, 95 mins. (Lionsgate) 


The reports of torture porn’s 
demise may have been 
greatly exaggerated, but this 
fourth entry in the mutilate- 
yourself-or-die series joins 
what may be the worst genre 
of the decade: the lamely 
“sympathetic” serial-killer 
backstory. The man behind 
Jigsaw, embodied by dour 
Tobin Bell, is dead, but there 
are flashbacks to how he 
became a psycho, and he 
haunts the movie with taped 
messages. He now imparts 
so many life lessons via his 
Rube Goldberg thresher 
devices that he's starting to 
turn into the Rod Serling of 
severed body parts. Now 
that's torture. D# —OG 
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Now Playing 


Before the Devil 
Knows You're 
Dead 

R, 117 mins. 

In Sidney Lumet's 
mesmerizing crime drama, 
Philip Seymour Hoffman 
and Ethan Hawke give 
seismic performances as 
brothers who rob their par- 
ents’ jewelry store—a heist 
that goes spectacularly 
wrong. Structured like a 
post-Tarantino mind- 
bender, it's more like a 
great film noir crossed with 
Long Day's Journey Into 
Night. Lumet, at 83, works 
with the vigor and cunning 
of a virtuoso half his age. 
A (#962, Nov. 2) —OG 


Dan in Real Life 
PG-13, 90 mins. 

Nimble and moving. Steve 
Carell, as a widowed father 
of three daughters who 
falls for his brother's girl- 
friend (Juliette Binoche), 
holds on to his inner wild 
man in the shrewdest way 
possible, He pines, he sim- 
mers, he curses the gods— 
and he does it all under the 
radar. It's a pleasure to see 
a family house-party 
movie ruled by affection 
rather than backbiting. 
A-— (#962, Nov. 2) —OG 


Gone Baby Gone 
R, 114 mins. 

Nothing is ever simple— 
not in Ben Affleck's morally 
murky Beantown thriller 
about a private eye (Casey 
Affleck) hired to find a 
missing girl. B= (#961, 
Oct. 26) —LS 


Jimmy Carter 
Man From Plains 
PG, 126 mins. 

This Jonathan Demme doc 
is a gripping meditation on 
the very hot-button-ness 
of the Israeli-Palestinian 
question. Carter emerges 
as a furious contradiction: 
He's pious, stubborn, com- 
passionate, testy, moral, 
unreasonable, and wise. 
B+ (#962, Nov. 2) —OG 


Michael Clayton 
R, 118 mins. 

It's an exposé of what 
corporations and law firms 
do, yet you might not even 
guess you re watching a 
thriller—which is why it 
earns every pulse pound. 
George Clooney reminds 
you what it looks like 
when a movie star lays his 
heart and soul on the table. 
A (#958, Oct. 12) —OG 


Rendition 

R, 122 mins. 

There's drama—if that's 
the right word—in the 
spectacle of torture, yet 
none of that makes this 
furrowed-brow political 
thriller a good movie. It 
makes it an easy-to- 
scan Hollywood editorial. 
C+ (#961, Oct.26) —OG 


Reservation 
Road 

R, 102 mins. 

Bad things happen and 
terrible choices are made 
in this very sad, very 

good melodrama. As a 
grieving father whose son 
is killed in a hit-and-run 
accident, Joaquin Phoenix 
stars opposite Mark 
Ruffalo as the car's driver. 
A- (#961, Oct. 26) —LS 


Things We Lost 
in the Fire 

R, 119 mins. 

A lovely wife and mother 
(Halle Berry), whose sexy, 
saintly husband dies, 
reaches out to his heroin- 
addicted best friend 
(Benicio Del Toro). Stylish 
but safely false. C+ 
(#961, Oct. 26) —LS 


30 Days of Night 
R, 108 mins. 
Relentlessly one-note. 
This soporific splatterfest 
is set in Alaska during the 
month of no sun, which 
means it's a vampire film 
that takes place entirely 
at night (what a revolu- 
tionary new concept!). 

D (#961, Oct.26) —OG 
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THE CHART 


BOX OFFICE 


Saw IV 


With a killer $31.8 million 
bow (more than twice the 
haul of Dan in Real Life at 
No. 2), this latest chapter in 
the horror franchise becomes 
the third straight Saw 
movie to top the box office 
on Halloween weekend. 


WEEKEND 


THE TOP 20 Be beret Ba ea EY 
1 SAW IV $31.8 3,183 $9,977 = 1 | $31.8 
r4) DANIN REAL LIFE $11.8 1,921 $6,148 - 1 $1.8 
© Steve Carell reprised his 
trademark hangdog persona to 
modest success in this breezy 
romcom, costarring comedian 
Dane Cook and French art-house 
icon Juliette Binoche. 
3 30 DAYS OF NIGHT -57 
Pa 6THE GAME PLAN -25 
3) )©6TYLER PERRY'S WHY DID! GET... -54 
1 
(3) MICHAEL CLAYTON $4.9 2,585 $1,905 | -26 
7 GONE BABY GONE | $3.8 | 1,713 $2,229 -31 
8 TIM BURTON'S NIGHTMARE 3-D $3.4 564 $6,110 -35 2 $10.1 
© After scaring up $50 million 
inits initial 1993 run, this Clay- 
mation holiday pic rose from the 
grave with a 3-D makeover in 
2006. Its cumulative gross is 
now $69 million, and Disney has 
already announced plans for yet 
another rerelease next year. 
oe 
9 WE OWN THE NIGHT q $3.4 2,402 $1,413 -37 3 $25.11 
sie) ~THE COMEBACKS $3.4 2,812 | $1,199 -39 2 $9.9 
sh) RENDITION $2.4 2,250 $1,054 -42 2 $7.8 
sr) THE HEARTBREAK KID $1.8 | 2003 $883 Ea 4 $35.) 
iE THE DARJEELING LIMITED $1.8 699 $2,520 36 mr 
iC ACROSS THE UNIVERSE $17 964 $1,750 -36 7 
ut-) =ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE $17 1,603 $1,030 -48 3 
ui) INTO THE WILD $1.6 658 $2,426 -25 4 6 $90 
iv) BELLA $1.3 165 $8,051 = 1 
© Winner of the People’s Choice 
Award at this year’s Toronto Film 
Festival, this multicultural drama 
pulled in healthy per-screen num- 
bers during its first weekend. But 
with a glut of Oscar hopefuls on 
the horizon, ‘Bella’ will need seri- 
ous buzz to stay in the top 20. 
if: THE KINGDOM $1.2 1,053 $1,170 -41 5 $46.0 
si:3) LARS AND THE REAL GIRL $0.9 296 $3,131 +391 3 $13 
40) THINGS WE LOST IN THE FIRE $07 | 1,142 $641 -53 2 $2.8 
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Bob Dylan Live... follows 
the singer on his path to a 
plugged-in new sound. 
BY KEN TUCKER 


The times 
they were a- 
changin’: 
Dylan in 63 


TheOther | Clocking in atascant 83 min- 
Sideofthe | utes, The Other Side of the 
Mirror | Mirror: Bob Dylan Live at 
Unrated,83 | the Newport Folk Festival 
mins.,2007 | 1963-1965 depicts one of the 


most fascinating evolutions in 
the history of popular music. Thanks to director 
Murray Lerner—who filmed three years’ worth 
of performances at the famous Rhode Island 
folk- music gathering in crisp black and white— 
we can watch Dylan gain in artistry, confidence, 
and stature...as well as in humor, power, anda 
thrilling arrogance. 

In 1963, the 22-year-old Dylan is still an 
earnest Woody Guthrie adept, his reedy voice 
barely able to contain the righteous sincerity he 
pours into such songs as “With God on Our Side” 
and “Only a Pawn in Their Game.” By the time he 
sings his first signature composition, “Blowin’ 
in the Wind,” it’s clear from the rousing reception 
that the kid already has both the crowd and 
his fellow performers—most of them many years 
his senior—in his back pocket. 

By 1964, Dylan’s profile has so dominated the 
folk scene that Joan Baez gets big laughs from the 
audience just by doing an impersonation of his 
nasal moan, and introducing him by saying “This 
is George Washington.” The latter is a neat little 
joke, suggesting in a mere four words that Dylan 
is now so well-known that Baez doesn’t even need 


to speak his “real” name, and that he has become 
the First Father of modern folk music (he proves 
it later in the show by singing his “Chimes of 
Freedom,” a composition both stirring and revo- 
lutionary in its visionary imagery). His incipient 
rock stardom is implied visually: His jeans are 
tighter; his mop of hair is more carefully mussed. 

One year later, the transfiguration of Bob Dylan 
is complete. Lerner shows us glimpses of the re- 
hearsal for what will become the scandal d’estime 
of the festival—an electric-guitar-powered mini- 
set that puts the rock in “folk rock.” Dylan wears a 
puffy shirt with white polka dots (so much for 
the folkie uniform of plaid work shirt). Sunglasses 
hood his eyes. When Peter, Paul and Mary’s Peter 
Yarrow, before bringing Dylan out, tells the crowd 
that the fest is running “way overtime” and urges 
fans to “split” after the star’s performance, Dylan 
snickers, “That’s what you think.” Facing the 
dismayed faithful in a leather jacket, Dylan spits 
out “Like a Rolling Stone” over the wail of Mike 
Bloomfield’s guitar, and when he concludes we 
hear—as director Lerner describes it in a recent 
interview, the DVD’s only extra—“some applause, 
some catcalls, some booing.” 

It’s the sound of an audience being divided and 
reconfigured, the sound ofa reaction to some- 
thing utterly new. Lerner’s phrase—that Dylan 
became “a high priest of this culture”—may 
seem overheated...until you see this footage. A- 
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It's pronounced “rat-a-too-ee" 
and the price is “un-be-liev-a-ble." 


WAL*MART 


Save money. Live better.~ 


Pick up your copy of Disney/Pixar’s Ratatouille and get a bonus 


RATATOUILLE ® | | a DVD full of cooking fun the whole family can enjoy. It's the perfect 
hie ob: i ; gift for you and your little chef, available only at Wal-Mart. 


UTS 


Venom tries to 
choke the truth 
out of Spider-Man 


Once Bitten, Thrice Shy 


The suspiciously far-fetched (and not dark enough) 
Spider-Man 3 fails to snare us in its web. BY MARC BERNARDIN 


Spider-Man3 | Yoda said it best: 
2-Disc Special | “Beware of the 
Edition | dark side. Anger, 
oe a fear, aggression; 
PG-13,139 mins., | the dark side of 
2007 | the Force are they. 
; Easily they flow, 
quick to join you in a fight.” Spider-Man 
8 showed us Peter Parker (Maguire) 
giving in to the dark side—in the form 
of a parasitic black unitard from outer 
space. In Spidey’s universe, the nefar- 
ious force doesn’t create Darth Vader-y 
intergalactic despots, though. It just 
makes a guy tart up like the bassist for 
Green Day and dance, dance, dance! 
And that illustrates how Spider-Man 3 
went off the rails. Despite its 
melancholy pomp, nothing was as 
deadly serious as it should’ve been. 
Chalk it up to an avalanche of cir- 
cumstance: Some alien black goo hits 
earth mere feet from Peter and Mary 
Jane (Dunst) and latches onto our hero; 
Flint Marko (Thomas Haden Church) 
just happens to stumble through 
a crazy science experiment so he can 
become the Sandman; when Peter 
finally decides that the evil goo suit is 
ruining his life, he sheds it in a church 
bell tower—the same church that his 


professional rival, Eddie Brock 
(Topher Grace), just happens to walk 
into. Viewers are more than happy to 
swallow the impossible (radioactive 
spider powers), but not the improbable 
(the villain’s girlfriend is a police 
captain’s daughter, who happens to 
be Peter’s lab partner). 

With Spider-Man 3, director Sam 
Raimi finally fell into the same trap 
that ensnared the Batman films for so 
long: too many bad guys, too many sub- 
plots, too much...everything. If only the 
DVD itself could make the same claim. 
It’s another one of those bloated two- 
disc editions that just serve as a catch- 
all for hours upon hours of footage: 
tepid mini making-of documentaries, a 
pair of ho-hum cast-and-crew 
commentary tracks, a blooper reel, and 
a Snow Patrol music video. (In all fair- 
ness, the bloopers are genuinely funny, 
especially J.K. Simmons’ profane 
foul-ups as J. Jonah Jameson.) 

There’s some fun stuff in Spider- 
Man 3—Raimican still tap into 
the well of action-cinema whizbang he 
plumbed for films like Evil Dead 2— 
but the entire enterprise would’ve 
benefited from a little good old- 
fashioned dark-side abandon. C+ 


With Blu-ray,” 
you'll get clarity 
and quality 
that’s a feast 
for your eyes 
and ears. 


«ts Crystalline clarity for 
*, > 5 
!” sharper, brighter images. 
So you can watch your 
movie the way it was 
meant to be seen. 


«=! Advanced audio. So 

sl nd ' ; 
you'll get the movie 
theater experience. 
(Minus the sticky floors.) 


sl. Get a variety of your 
favorite movies and new 
releases on Disney DVD 
and Blu-ray” hi-def. 

It’s high-quality 
entertainment at 
Wal-Mart's low price. 


“\~ 


WAL*MART 


Save money. Live better.~ 


Sicko 
PG-13, 126 mins., 2007 


Director Michael Moore's 
latest documentary is a 
funny, devastating screed 
against the U.S. health- 
care system. Though it can 
lapse into grandstanding— 
extolling the virtues of, say, 
Cuba probably won't silence 
Moore's conservative crit- 
ics—Sicko keeps its focus 
exactly where it should: on 
story after infuriating story 
of middle-class Americans 
who've been jilted by the 
medical-insurance indus- 
try. EXTRAS Over 80 min- 
utes of material include a 
hilarious trip to Norway; 
Moore thought the portrait 
of that progressive country 
and its endless social 
services was “so scary | 
couldn't put it in this film.” 
A-—Kerrie Mitchell 


|NowPronounce 
YouChuck&Larry 
Adam Sandler, 

Kevin James 

PG-13, 116 mins., 2007 


Single firefighter Chuck 
(Sandler) concedes 

to co-worker/pal Larry's 
preposterous plan to 
secure a pension: pose as 
a gay couple and get 
hitched in Canada. (Cue 
Rob Schneider's seriously 
offensive Japanese- 
Jewish officiant.) Flanked 
by naysayers, the 
previously misogynist, 
orgy-participating, F-word- 
spewing duo turn a new 
leaf, as if leading a life 
predicated on a lie is 
somehow less abject than 
one based on ignorance. 
EXTRAS Bloopers featur- 
ing—what else?—flatu- 
lence. F —Youyoung Lee 
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Project Runway 
Season 3 
Unrated, 800 mins., 2006 


Unless you've got 13 
continuous hours to spare, 
beware: With fashion- 
design challenges inspired 
by everything from street 
trash to haute couture, 
Runway is one reality show 
that's truly marathon- 
worthy, The EXTRAS, 
however, aren't as expertly 
tailored: A where-are-the- 
finalists-now update skips 
second-place finisher Uli, 
while host Tim “Make It 
Work!" Gunn's season-long 
blog should have stayed 
on the Bravo website. 

The four-disc set screams 
for a slick look book of 
each of the 15 contestants’ 
creations. We want 

to judge for ourselves! 

B —Tanner Stransky 


Animation Alley 


TOP CHEF 


Epicurious viewers with a taste for toons can feast on Ratatouille 


Pixar director Brad Bird (The Incredibles) earned serious chutzpah points with 
RATATOUILLE (G, 111 mins., 2007), the tale of a culinarily gifted rat who channels 
his artistry via an inept Parisian cook. Kids couldn't pronounce the title; the rodent 
and gourmet elements precluded fast-food tie-ins; and, as if to bait his biggest sup- 
porters, Bird made one of the villains a restaurant reviewer. (As | told my 7-year-old 
daughter at a screening: “That nasty man is a ‘critic... Yes, sweetie, that is what 
Daddy does for a living.”) It became a $200 million-grossing critical smash anyway. 
What's not to savor? Vermin's-eye-view action sequences let us feel how awesome 
it might be to, you know, scurry. On the slower, headier side, few films so eloquently 
describe, as these man and animal chefs do, the elation of creation. It’s a full meal. 
EXTRAS The tastiest treat is “Your Friend the Rat,” a new ‘toon that brilliantly 
encapsulates the history of rodent-human relations in 11 minutes. It even covers the 
Black Plague, truly proving that comedy is tragedy plus time. A —Chris Willman 
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THE CHART 


DVD SALES 


TRANS- . 
FORMERS 


Paramount's summer 
box office hit—an 
‘80s reboot starring 
robots (and Shia 
LaBeouf)—crushed 
its DVD competition. 


TOP 20 
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TRANSFORMERS 


© The year’s best-selling 
title to date moved an aston- 
ishing 8.3 million units in its 
first week—and 4.5 million 
on the first day alone. Fans 
are watching in high-def, too: 
More than 190,000 copies of 
the HD format sold in week 1. 


PLANET TERROR 
EVAN ALMIGHTY 


THE REAPING 


© This gruesome Southern- 
set horror flick—starring 
Hilary Swank as a former 
zealot who now disproves 
religious phenomena— 

was shot largely inside 

an abandoned Wal-Mart 

in Baton Rouge, La. 


THE JUNGLE BOOK: PLATINUM... 
SURF'S UP 

FANTASTIC FOUR: THE RISE... 
KNOCKED UP 

THE INVISIBLE 

1408 


RETURN TO HOUSE ON... 


© Direct-to-DVD alert! 
‘Returr’ is actually a sequel 
to the 1999 remake of ‘House 
on Haunted Hill’ that fea- 
tured Famke Janssen, Peter 
Gallagher, and Ali Larter. 
Shocker: None of those stars 
return for this installment. 
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REIGN OVER ME 
FANTASTIC FOUR/FANTASTIC... 
WILD HOGS | 
WRONG TURN/WRONG TURN 2... 
DEATH PROOF | 
300 
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HEROES: SEASON 1 


WRONG TURN 2 


2 


SOURCES: RENTRAK RETAIL ESSENTIALS FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCT. 20, 2007; NIELSEN EDI °F MILLIONS 
t OfGuAL THEATRICAL GRADE 
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Entertainment 
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ake your holiday shopping a breeze with this collection of must-have items for the 
season. From stocking stuffers to the most buzz-worthy presents, these products are 
certain to bring extra joy during the holidays! 


TEXT FOR A CHANCE TO WIN!* 


Wrap up your holiday shopping even faster and receive 
something extra for yourself! Text EWGIFTS to 467467 
and enter for your chance to win the following prizes: 


Palm Centro’ 


SMARTPHONE 


Introducing the Palm® Centro™. 
With voice, text, IM, email, and 
web, it allows you to connect with 
friends however you like. All in a 
sleek compact design. 


Every item featured in this 
holiday gift guide! 


~ www.palmcentro.com 
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A pair of movie gift certificates. 


c 


ShoptText 


Within wireless service coverage area only. Email, messaging, and 


: web access require data service from a mobile service provider at an 
pa hee gincaty Be pod relh eeerui ath see Pediat additional cost. ISP and/or VPN may also be required. All screen images 


are simulated. ©2007 Palm, Inc. All rights reserved. Palm and Centro are 
address and complete order. among the trademarks or registered trademarks owned by or licensed 
Standard text messaging rates apply. to Palm, Inc, 


No Power? 


No Problem. y a 


Energizer® Energi To Go™ 
uses smart technology and 
Energizer® e%® Lithium® AA 
batteries to perform the dual 
duties of providing power to 
talk and power to charge... 
anywhere, anytime. Fits most 


Motorola, Nokia, Samsung, Derek Jeter Driven Black 
Sprint, Sanyo, LG, Palm Treo, 
and Mini USB phones. Derek Jeter follows his instincts and wears Avon's newest 


fragrance for men, Derek Jeter Driven Black. The 
confident new fragrance is a mysterious blend of exotic 
saffron, blood orange, and precious woods. Where do 
your instincts lead you? Call your Avon Representative, 
800-FOR-AVON or go to avon.com/derekjeter. 


www.energitogo.com www.avon.com/derekjeter 


* No purchase necessary to enter. See following page for complete Official Rules, including a free method of entry. Sweepstakes starts 12:01 AM ET on 11/2/07 and ends 11:59 PM ET on 12/3/07. 
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What Can AT&T Do for 
Your Digital World? 


a) The power of the AT&T network enables 
you to make your digital world as rich and 
vibrant as you want it to be. Log on to 
www.att.com/digitalworld to create the 
colorful strand that represents your digital 
world. Opt in to receive free stuff and offers 
based on what's in your digital world. 


After all, everybody lives in the digital 
world. The question is, what can AT&T do 
for yours? 


= atat 


— Your world. Delivered. 


www.att.com/digitalworld 


Energizer® Energi To Go™ 
Portable Power for iPod 


No power? No worries! The new Energizer® Energi To 
Go™ Portable Power for iPod uses smart technology 
and Energizer® e® Lithium® AA batteries to perform 
the dual duties of providing power to play and power 
to charge...anywhere, anytime. Works with a variety of 
iPod models. 


www.energitogoportablepower.com 


X-Files and Angel 
Collector DVD Box Sets 


These complete series box sets deliver all the supernatural 
intrigue and out-of-this-world action you can handle. Now 
you can own all nine seasons of the X-Files, plus the 
theatrical movie, and all five seasons of Angel. Packed 
with exciting special features and collectible items, these 
collector DVD box sets are a must-own for every fan of 
television at its best. 


X-Files — $329.98 SRP 
Angel — $139.98 SRP 


www.foxstore.com 


New TiVo® HD. 
The Ultimate HDTV Companion! 


Getting an HDTV this holiday? Complete the package with 
the new TiVo® HD DVR! TiVo easily finds and records all 
your favorite HD shows and movies in razor-sharp High 
Def. Plus, only TiVo lets you download thousands of the 
latest hit movies from Amazon.com right from your TiVo 
remote! TiVo-ho-ho! 


www.tivo.com/gift e 


L’Oréal Paris Color of Hope Collection 


The 2007 Color of Hope Jewelry Collection by L'Oréal 
Paris supports the Ovarian Cancer Research Fund, 
L'Oréal’s 10-year charitable partner. A truly beautiful 
way to support this vital cause, the inspiring jewelry 
collection, including the Color of Hope Bracelet, Pavé 


Sony PlayStation® SingStar™ - Pendant with Chain, and Pavé Earrings, is available 
; at www.lorealcolorofhope.com. Items range from 
Turn the volume up on your next get-together. Battle it $24.95 to $29.95, 


out, sing a duet, or just go solo with hundreds of hit 


songs, great artists, and real music videos. From pop to Let your commitment shine on. 


rock to '80s and more, everybody shines on a SingStar : 1 < . 
mic. So get your party started. With SingStar, it's bound LOREAL 
to hit the charts. 


100% of net profits ($5 per item) from sales of the Color of Hope Jewelry 
Collection will be donated to OCRF to fund life-saving research. 


www.us.playstation.com/singstar 2 8 www.lorealcolorofhope.com 


OFFICIAL RULES 1. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. ALL ENTRIES, WHETHER THROUGH USE OF A MOBILE PHONE OR VIA POSTCARD ENTRY AS SET FORTH BELOW, HAVE AN EQUAL CHANCE OF WINNING. 2. 
SWEEPSTAKES PERIOD: The EW Holiday Gift Guide Sweepstakes (“Sweepstakes”) begins 12:01 AM Eastern Time (“ET”) on 11/2/07 and ends 11:59 PM Eastern Time (“ET”) 12/3/07 (*the Sweepstakes Period”). 3. ELIGIBILITY: The 
Sweepstakes is open to all legal residents of the 48 contiguous United States and the District of Columbia age 18 or older. Entrants under 19 years of age if residing in Alabama or Nebraska (i.e, minors) must ask for their parent's 
or legal guardian's permission to enter the Sweepstakes. Employees of Entertainment Weekly (“Sponsor”), ShopText, Inc. (“ShopText”) and their respective parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, agents, sales agents, advertising 
and promotional agencies and their immediate family members (spouse, children, parents, siblings, and domestic partners) and persons residing in the same household (whether related or not) of such employees are not eligible 
to enter or win. Void in Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, U.S. Military installations stationed in foreign countries, anywhere outside of the 48 contiquous United States and the District of Columbia and where 
prohibited, taxed or restricted by law. The Sweepstakes is subject to applicable federal, state and local laws. Non-eligibility or non-compliance with these Official Rules will result in disqualification. 4. HOW TO ENTER: There are two 
ways to enter: Method #1: Using your mobile phone, send the word “EWGIFTS" using the text messaging feature on your mobile phone to short code: 467467. Once you send the text message, you will be automatically entered once 
into the Sweepstakes drawing, Every response you submit via text message will count as one entry in the Sweepstakes. All text message entries must be received no later than 11:59 PM ET on 12/3/07. All entrants must have a 
two-way text messaging capable handset in order to enter the Sweepstakes using the text messaging method. You will be charged for the text message(s) sent and received from your mobile handset according to the terms in your 
Customer Agreement with your mobile/wireless carrier. In the event of a dispute over who submitted a wireless text message entry, such entry will be declared made by the authorized account holder of the mobile phone number 
submitted at the time of entry. An “authorized account holder” is defined as the natural person who is assigned to a mobile phone number by a telephone company, wireless service provider, Intemet access provider, Internet service 
provider, or other organization (e.g. business, educational, government, institution, etc.) that is responsible for assigning mobile phone numbers for the telephone exchange associated with the submitted mobile or the domain 
associated with the submitted mobile phone, as applicable. Method #2: If you wish to enter for free without sending a text message, mail a postcard with your name, address, telephone and email address (optional) to: “EW Holiday 
Gift Guide Sweepstakes, P.0. Box 9225, Medford, NY 11763-9225. Mail-in entries must be postmarked between 11/2/07 and 12/3/07 and received by 12/10/07. Each postcard must be mailed separately. Photocopied, illegible, or 
mechanically reproduced entries are not eligible. All entries and requests become Sponsor's property and will not be returned or acknowledged. The Sponsor is not responsible for lost, late, damaged, corrupted, misdirected or 
postage due mail or entries. All entries become the sole property of the Sponsor, as defined below, and will not be acknowledged or returned. Entrants may enter multiple times via either method of entry. Incomplete entries will not 
be accepted. 5. SELECTION OF WINNERS: Winners will be selected in a random drawing from all eligible entries received during the Sweepstakes Entry Period. Random drawing will be conducted on or about 12/17/07 by an 
independent judging organization (“judges”) whose decisions are final. Within seven (7) days after the random drawing, winners will be notified by either: text message and/or U.S. mail to the phone number or address from which 
the entry was received. Winners will not be charged for notifications received by text or phone on their mobile handsets. If such entrant's account with their mobile phone carrier is no longer active at the time of winner notification, 
such entrant will be contacted using the contact phone number or mailing address provided by entrant upon activation of such entrant's account with their mobile phone carrier or on their mail-in entry. Respective mobile phone 
carriers, Sponsor, and or ShopText are not responsible for mobile phone numbers which change before the random drawing takes place. The potential winners may be required to complete and retum an Affidavit of Eligibility 
{including valid proof of age) and Liability/Publicity Release within seven (7) days after receipt of Affidavit and Release, or prize will be forfeited and alternate winner will be selected. If a potential winner is unreachable, or if there 
is no response from a potential winner, an alternate winner will be chosen, in Sponsor's sole discretion, at random from the remaining eligible entries. Delivery of prize requires a physical street address (no P.0. Boxes). All federal, 
state and local taxes on prize are the sole responsibility of each winner. The winners may be issued an IRS 1099 Form for the retail value of their corresponding prizes. Acceptance of prize shall constitute and signify each winner's 
agreement and consent that the Sponsor may use the winner's name, likeness and/or prize information without limitation for promotional purposes, without further compensation, except where prohibited by law. Prize won by a 
minor will be awarded in the name of the minor’s parent/legal guardian who will be responsible for executing the required documentation on minor's behalf. Judges’ decisions in all matters relating to this Sweepstakes are final and 
binding. Any dispute arising from this Sweepstakes will be determined according to the laws of the State of New York, without reference to its conflict of law principles, and the entrants consent to the personal jurisdiction of the 
state and federal courts located in New York County and agree that such courts have exclusive jurisdiction over all such disputes. 6, PRIZES/AND THEIR APPROXIMATE RETAIL VALUES; (“ARV”): One (1) Grand Prize: A Grand Prize 
package consisting of the following items: one (1) Palm® Centro™ (ARV: $399.99) with six (6) months of AT&T digital service (ARV: $39.99/month); One (1) Energizer® Energi To Go™ Cell Phone Charger (ARV: $35.00), One (1) 
Energizer® Energi To Go™ iPod Charger (ARV: $40.00); DVD sets of the complete series of Ange! and X-Files (ARV: $349.99 each); a bottle of Derek Jeter Driven Black cologne for men by Avon (ARV: $26.66); one (1) TiVo® High 
Definition box with one year service subscription (ARV: $478.00); One (1) Color of Hope Bracelet by L’Oréal Paris (ARV: $24.95); One (1) PlayStation® 2 Game System (ARV: 129.00); plus one (1) SingStar™ Amped and SingStar™ 
"80's Sony PlayStation® video game (ARV: $60.00). One hundred (100) First Prizes: A pair of movie tickets (ARV: 24.00 per pair). Movie tickets will be awarded in form of gift certificates. All gift certificates are subject to terms and 
conditions printed on each gift certificate. No cash refund for any unused portion on any of the gift certificates. Total ARV of all prizes: $4,183.53. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received during the Sweepstakes 
Entry Period. Limit one prize per person per household. No substitution, transfers or assignments of prizes is allowed except by Sponsor who reserves the right to substitute a prize of equal or greater value. Prize awarded is subject 
to the restrictions noted in these Official Rules. Winners assume all liability for any injury or damage caused or claimed to be caused, by participation in this Sweepstakes or use or redemption of any prize. Sponsor is not responsible 
for any typographical or other error in the printing of the offer, administration of the Sweepstakes or in the announcement of the prizes. The winners acknowledge that the Sponsor does not make, nor in any manner will be responsible 
for, any warranty, representation or guarantee relating to prize; however, each prize will be subject to its manufacturer's standard warranty. 7. CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: By entering, entrants acknowledge compliance with these Official 
Rules, including all eligibility requirements. Entrants hereby release the Sponsor, ShopText, and their respective parent companies, affiliates, subsidiaries, divisions, advertising and promotion agencies, and all of their respective 
employees, directors, officers, shareholders, agents, successors or assigns (collectively "Releasees”), from all claims and liability relating to entrant's participation in this Sweepstakes, or the acceptance, possession or use/misuse 
of prize. Releasees are not responsible for late, lost, stolen, damaged, illegible, incomplete, misdirected, corrupted, or garbled entries, incorrect or inaccurate transcription of entry information, human, printing or other errors in the 
transmission or receipt of entnes, technical malfunctions, lost/delayed data transmission, omission, any claims, losses, actions, or damages, whether actual, incidental or consequential arisinterruption, deletion, line failures of any 
mobile/telephone network, computer equipment or software, or any other technical or other error or malfunction of any kind. Entry materials that have been tampered with or altered in any way are void. If for any reason this 
Sweepstakes is not capable of running as planned, or if infection by computer virus, bugs, tampering, unauthorized intervention, actions by entrants, fraud, technical failures, or any other causes, in Sponsor's sole opinion, corrupt 
or affect the administration, security, fairness, integrity, or proper conduct of this Sweepstakes, Sponsor reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to disqualify any individual implicated in such action, and/or to cancel the Sweepstakes 
or any portion thereof. In the event this Sweepstakes is cancelled before the stated expiration date, the Sponsor reserves the right to conduct a random drawing to award the prizes from among all eligible, non-suspect, entries 
received prior to the time of the action or event warranting such cancellation. CAUTION: ANY ATTEMPT TO DELIBERATELY DAMAGE OR UNDERMINE THE LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF THE SWEEPSTAKES MAY BE A VIOLATION OF 
CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAWS, AND SHOULD SUCH AN ATTEMPT BE MADE, THE SPONSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO SEEK DAMAGES OR OTHER REMEDIES FROM ANY SUCH PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTEMPT TO THE FULLEST 
EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. If you have any questions about these Official Rules or the Sweepstakes, please send written questions to “EW Holiday Gift Guide Sweepstakes," Dept MS-TIME-8042, 1040 Avenue of the Americas, 
20th Floor, New York, NY 10018. 8. OFFICIAL RULES/WINNERS' NAMES: For a copy of these Official Rules and/or the name of the Grand Prize winner (available after 1/31/08), send a stamped, self-addressed envelope by 1/31/08 
to: “EW Holiday Gift Guide Sweepstakes” Winners, c/o Entertainment Weekly Dept. 30-09C, 1675 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 9. SPONSOR: Entertainment Weekly, 1675 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. 


Goodin 
the Hood 


After a creative slump on 
Wisteria Lane, season 4 of 
Desperate measures up. 


>EW.COM 


+\t's Scrubs’ last 
season, and EW.com 
was on the set to 
take the cast's 
temperature. Check 
out candid inter- 
views with stars 
Zach Braff (above), 
Sarah Chalke, and 
Elizabeth Banks on 
ew.com/scrubs. 
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There’s a big surprise on 
Wisteria Lane, and it’s a lot 
Sundays, | more satisfying than a mental- 
9p.m. | lychallenged murder suspect 
ABC | living in Alfre Woodard’s 
basement. The twist? After its 
last two iffy seasons, Desperate Housewives has 
once again become a delightful romp. Like, season 
1 good, reminiscent of the days when Housewives 
was the most talked-about show on TV. It’s 
ironic that the two series that usurped its buzz, 
Grey’s Anatomy and Heroes, are now suffering 
from an invasion of blah newcomers, while 
Housewives has learned how to introduce 
characters into its crisp ensemble successfully. 
Leading the Housewives’ new wave is Dana 
Delany as Katherine Mayfair, a Wisteria Lane 
alum who has returned to the neighborhood 
12 years after she fled under mysterious circum- 
stances. She’s got the kind of deep, dark (as yet 
undisclosed) secret that seems to come with the 
mortgage on this block. Delany’s ice-princess 
demeanor has never been mined so perfectly. 
Her neighborly competitions have been deli- 
cious, whether she’s one-upping Bree’s lemon 
meringue pie or besting Lynette at an election 
for the presidency of the homeowners’ associa- 
tion. Wisteria Lane’s first major gay couple, 
buttoned-down Bob (One Life to Live’s Tuc 
Watkins) and snippy Lee (Judging Amy’s Kevin 


Rahm), are also welcome additions. Finally, 
Housewives creator Marc Cherry gives the hood 
two gay characters who aren’t self-hating! These 
urban transplants (and modern-art enthusiasts) 
have provided worthy foils for the needy Susan, 
and have reenergized Teri Hatcher; the actress 
has something to do other than pratfalling in an 
endless supply of sherbet-colored henleys. 

In fact, all of the core ladies seem reinvigorated 
by writing and directing that play to each of their 
strengths. Gabby’s clandestine affair with Carlos 
(Ricardo Chavira) has showcased Eva Longoria 
Parker’s gift for broad comedy. Marcia Cross, 
whose real-life pregnancy seemed to zap the bitchy 
joy right out of Bree last season, glows in the aura 
of her fake bun in the oven. And Felicity Huffman 
has imbued what could have been a treacly cancer 
story line with truth and warmth...and humor. 
Lynette’s marijuana mania while playing charades 
still ranks as a season highlight thanks to Huff- 
man’s nimble physical antics; it’s refreshing to 
see the usually stoic Huffman play goofy. 

While The Office’s hour-long episodes often 
played out their jokes, Housewives demonstrates 
that comedy can actually thrive in a longer 
format. Even better, the series has proved that its 
first-season acclaim wasn’t simply a fluke; 
it is astrong television show. Now that we’ve 
spoiled the surprise, it’s time for you to move 
back to Wisteria Lane. 


Hatcherand 
Huffman in 

the best days of 
‘their Wives 


ADVERTISEMENT 


QEWcom 
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Dead Calm 


Showtime's serial-killer drama may 
be too cold-blooded for its own good. 
BY GILLIAN FLYNN 


Dexter | The anxiety in season 2 of 
Sundays, | Dexter should be excruciat- 
9 p.m. ing. Showtime’s gruesome 
drama, about a serial killer 


Showtime | 

= ' (Michael C. Hall) who only 
murders evildoers, has created quite a conun- 
drum for our vigilante. On the ocean floor near 
Miami, dozens of bags containing his victims’ 
body parts have been discovered. Now he’s in the 
middle of an investigation that may lead right to 
him. The situation seemed destined to stir up 
some No Way Out-style breathlessness—but 
instead, it feels like a chilly, middle-stakes chess 
game. Obsessed cop Doakes (Erik King) contin- 
ues to suspect Dexter, but his idea of dogged pur- 
suit is simmering and being buff. New, eccentric 
agent Frank Lundy (Keith Carradine) is also on 
the hunt, but—though disarmingly likable—he’s 
almost as impassive as Dexter himself. Another 
cast addition—Dexter’s manipulative, hot NA 


Hall has a 
killer look 


sponsor (Hustle’s Jaime Murray)—is trouble, 
but so far it’s of a soapy Melrose Place variety. Of 
course, it’s emotionless Dexter who gives the 
whole enterprise its air of detachment. What was 
a hitch last season is now a liability: He’s such a 
cool operative, it’s impossible to feel panicky for 
him—or even particularly uneasy. 

Despite Dexter’s failed attempts at tension, the 
show’s oddball cast of characters still has draw. 
Dex’s cop sister, Debra Jennifer Carpenter), 
recovering from her near-fatal relationship with 
the Ice Truck Killer, is the standout. Territorial, 
tough, and truly unnerved, she now thinks she’s a 
freak. The irony is that she’s the most normal 
human being in Dexter’s world. B= 


Credit Report 


What midseason 
return are you most 
looking forward to? 


54% ‘Lost’ 


‘The Amazing 
Race’ 


13% ‘24’ 

8% ‘American Idol’ 
6% ‘Law & Order’ 
5% ‘Medium’ 

NEXT WEEK: What do you 
think of Pushing Daisies? 
Love it? Think it should die? 
To vote, go to ew.com/tvypoll. 


The opening-credits sequence is becoming a lost art, as more shows rely on a single flash of their titles. Nostalgic for 
the glory days of theme songs and montages, EW grades four of the last holdouts. —Jessica Shaw 


Bionic Woman 
Opener What's going on 
behind that opaque glass wall? 
Is Jaime Sommers (Michelle 
Ryan) a Marcel Marceau fan 
or just taking a particularly 
spastic hot shower? Verdict It 
took 29 years to reinvent this 
series and these are the best 
opening credits they could 
come up with? The last shot of 
our superhuman friend with her 
hair blowing courtesy of an 
'80s-era wind machine would 
make even '70s-era Lindsay 
Wagner blow a fuse. D 
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Back to You 
Opener There's nothing edgy or 
flashy about this newsroom 
sitcom, starting with the old- 
school black-and-white 
images of veteran stars Kelsey 
Grammer and Patricia Heaton 
sliding over brightly colored 
backgrounds. Verdict Old- 
school doesn't mean obsolete. 
These credits are a smart, jaunty 
introduction to some of TV's 
funniest new characters, Plus, 
its faint recall of Cheers’ opener 
makes you feel a little drunk 
with comedy memories. B+ 


Big Bang Theory 
Opener A 19-second lesson in 
all the major evolutionary 
moments of the last billion 
years: You've got your 
dinosaurs, pyramids, man 
walking in space...and geeks 
sitting around eating Chinese 
food. Verdict Short, sweet, and 
eye-catching, and the Bare- 
naked Ladies’ theme song is 
supercatchy. Thankfully, it 
won't become the next 
“I'll Be There for You" because 
you can barely make out 
the words. A= 


Kitchen Nightmares 
Opener Just how bad of an 
ass is culinary menace Gordon 
Ramsay? So bad he'll calmly 
stand in a bull's-eye while an 
arsenal of cheesy animated 
knives are hurled at him and 
surf music blasts in the back- 
ground. Verdict These absurd- 
ly bombastic credits wish they 
were Ginsu-sharp, but instead 
are about as satisfying as an 
Olive Garden pasta bar. But at 
least it's nice to see Ramsay 
with his mouth closed for a 


few seconds. G+ 
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Ba rews, Wave, Mew 


The Unkindest Cuts 


The titular tyrant of ‘House’ has narrowed his search for new 
associates to six. Ignoring spoilers—and shoo-in Kal Penn (who dares 
cut Kumar?)—we rate the finalists’ odds of survival. —Jeff Jensen 


SAVED! 


Jeffrey Cole (Edi Gathegi) Devout Mormon= 
irresistible punching bag for the cynical 
House. When Cole punched back, House dug 
him even more. Also: big brain; cool 'fro. 


“Thirteen” (Olivia Wilde) Coy, unnamed 
cutie undermined her own diagnosis by not 
making sure her worms patient swallowed 
his pills. Whatever. She's hot, and this is TV! 


Chris Taub (Peter Jacobson) Cosmetic 
surgeon has a limited skill set. But nosy House 
wants to know why he quit nip/tucking, and 

won't let him leave until he figures it out. 


Travis Brennan (Andy Comeau) Has savvy 
instincts, but needs to distinguish himself. 
His Doctors Without Borders experience 
won't impress his do-gooder-phobic boss. 


Amber Volakis (Anne Dudek) Tried to 
undermine “Thirteen” by preying on her guilt 
over the worm patient's death. As House's 

nasty female twin, she’s fun...and redundant. 


SOUND BITES 


“Dear Lord: Please give me the 
strength to be nice to somebody 
who | hate so much | wish you 
would strike her down with 

a lightning bolt and fry her into 
one of those little Mexican 


cinnamon sticks.” 
—JOY (JAIME PRESSLY), PRAYING TO BE KIND TO 
CATALINA (NADINE VELAZQUEZ), ON MY NAME IS EARL 


“You are my heroine. And by heroine | mean lady 
hero. | don’t want to inject you and listen to jazz.” 
LIZ LEMON (TINA FEY), MEETING HER TV-WRITER IDOL 
(CARRIE FISHER), ON 30 ROCK 


“| believe that global warming is happening 
because Al Gore’s movie made money. The 


market has spoken.” 
-STEPHEN COLBERT ON THE COLBERT REPORT 


“The accountants have a team. The Debitz, 
with az. Totally intimidates the actuaries.” 
—HENRY (CHRIS GORHAM), TELLING BETTY (AMERICA FERRERA) 
ABOUT HIS WORK BOWLING TEAM, ON UGLY BETTY 


“The news is on! It’s gonna be a new episode!” 
—BRIAN (BRIAN POSEHN), TRYING TO PRETEND HE CARES 
ABOUT POLITICS, ON THE SARAH SILVERMAN PROGRAM 


*1N MILLIONS WEEK OF OCT, 22-28, 2007 


THE CHART 


THE RATINGS 


DANCING 


WITH THE ; 
STARS : , 
Few viewers passed NURS ] 
up watching Marie y f 
Osmond pass > ~ 
out on Dancing. re ‘ . ay =< 


THE TOP 20 
ViEWERs* | LAST WEEK 
DANCING WITH THE STARS 21.4 2 
ABC, Monday, 8 p.m. 
WORLD SERIES: GAME 4 20.9 - 
Fox, Sunday, 8:27 p.m. 


© The Boston-Colorado showdown 
ended with a ratings home run: As the 
Red Sox grabbed the title, the final 
game of the series grabbed 20.9 million 
viewers, an increase of 5.7 million over 
last year’s series-ending game, which 
saw St. Louis take down Detroit. 


DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES 18.3 4 
ABC, Sunday, 9 p.m. 


GREY'S ANATOMY ABC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 18.2 5 


HOUSE Fox, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 18.1 = 


DANCING WITH THE STARS 18.1 7 
ABC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 


NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 17.3 6 
WORLD SERIES: GAME 2 17.0 = 
Fox, Thursday, 8:27 p.m. 

J) WORLD SERIES; GAME 1 16.9 - 
Fox, Wednesday, 8:32 p.m. 

al') CSI: MIAMI CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 15.7 8 


© While the flagship ‘CST is staying 
strong, ‘Miami’ is deflating from last 
year’s killer ratings: Compared with 
the first five episodes of last season, 
viewership has been down by 15 percent. 


ii) CRIMINAL MINDS CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 15.0 9 


CSI(R) CBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. 15.0 ] 


WS EXTREME MAKEOVER: HOME EDITION 144 13 
ABC, Sunday, 8 p.m. 


iC) SURVIVOR: CHINA CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m. 14.2 nN 


1-3) WORLD SERIES: GAME 3 
Fox, Saturday, 8:31 p.m. 


(=) TWO AND AHALF MEN 13.9 13 
CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. 


= 


ik CSI: NY CBS, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 13.8 nN 


ii-3) SAMANTHA WHO? ABC, Monday, 9:32 pm 13.7 alt] 


ii:) 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m. 13.0 26 


rte) WITHOUTATRACE CBS, Thursday.10 p.m. 12.7 - 


OFF THE CHART The ‘Scrubs’ premiere (No. 60) enticed 
alowly Z0 million viewers; even worse, it hemorrhaged 
22 percent of the audience from lead-in ‘The Office.’ 


SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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The lug nuts don’t fall 
far from the tree. 


It’s not hard to spot the family resemblance. One could even call it uncanny. It’s not just 

the seven-slot grille or signature wheels. No, the 2008 Jeep Liberty is a Jeep vehicle 

through and through. It was born to a family tree splattered in mud and raised on 
creek water. That said, this vehicle has a couple of new tricks up its sleeve. The all-new 
Selec-Trac® II* active 4WD system for starters. While that doesn’t exactly roll off the tongue, it does help the Jeep Liberty 
crawl over just about everything else. Our family seal, the Trail Rated® badge, lets you know this particular vehicle has 
been tested in five key areas. Fun things too, like fording streams and proving it has the traction to keep its wits on 
untamed terrain. Having just the right amount of frame and suspension flexibility (known around HQ as articulation) as 
well as enough ground clearance to get you over what ever it is you need to get over. The fifth test, maneuverability, 
comes in handy when the road throws you a curve — or a moose. Of course, it would be irresponsible of us to give you all 
the tools to go get properly lost without making sure you'll be comfortable on the way. Throughout the interior, there’s 
more rear legroom for your friends to stretch out and settle in. Add to that stain resistant seats; 
which help to repel dirt and other things a furry friend may drag in from the outside. In the cargo 
area is more accommodating space for a week’s worth of family rations and an extra bag of field supplies. We’ve even 
equipped the Liberty with the MyGIG™ Multimedia Infotainment System** with Navigation, because soon you'll be going 
where photo opportunities are abundant. You can also load up your digital music to give your journey a soundtrack. As you 
thunder down the road and the chorus kicks in, turn up the 368-watt oo Infinity® Sound System” and let the music stampede 
through the nine speakers. But what brings the new Jeep Liberty back to its roots isn’t what we’ve added so much as 
what we’ve taken away. The roof. A revealing 33" x 60" Sky Slider™* has taken its place. This fully-retractable, multi-position 
roof becomes a wide-open window to the world above. Because opening up the top and letting more of the outside in 
just felt right like the Jeep thing to do. A whole history of pushing boundaries is written in the DNA of the new Jeep Liberty. 
A heritage of going places. Uphill. In the snow. 
So you can go where other people simply 
won't. It’s the whole reason the new 
Jeep Liberty came to be. After all, 
fun runs in the family. Jeep.com 


Wa 


The new all Jeep Liberty. 
Have fun out there. Jeep 


tNo deductible. See dealer for a copy of limited warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on certain fleet vehicles. 
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WHAT to 


KING OF THE HILL: TM & © 2007 FOX/TCFFC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED: GIALFRIENDS: RON TOM 


Cotton: No 
longer part of Monday 1 1 .05 
the fabric of (RBI sso ses ee ies ee ee 
li 
we ink WWE Week! Season Premiere 
SYNDICATED* 10-11pm 
Family Feud Murder by the Book 


MIKE. TodGE 


SUNDAY 11.11 
8:30-9pm 


King of the Hill Fox, TV-PG-DL 


Death comes for us all, even Cotton Hill—though it took 

a few tries. The proud Texan and all-around cuss survived 
WW Deuce (as he'd call it), the disgrace of never having 
the son he wanted (sorry, Hank), and feminism. But in 
tonight's episode, it’s the shrimp at a Japanese restaurant 
that gets him (though falling on a hibachi doesn’t help). 
And forget about tender deathbed moments; before actually 
kicking the bucket, he pretends he’s dead to nix any 
before-the-buzzer father-son bonding Hank has in mind. 

So to Hank, we offer our congrat—er, condolences. B+ 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


When differences can't be 
settled in the ring, they take 
“em to game shows—the 
Hague of inter-wrestler 
disputes. *check local listings 


7-8PmM 

Dora Saves 

the Mermaids 

Nick, TV-Y 

..from pollution. Hey, little 
girl, charity begins at 
home. Save the humans! 


8-10pm 

Prison Break 

Fox, TV-14-V ED 
Because if you won't 
watch one hour a week, 
surely you'll watch two? 


8-8:30PM 

Everybody Hates Chris 
The CW, TV-PG-V ES 

Chris joins the school paper 
for the No. 2 reason most of 
us become journalists: trying 
to get into college. No. 1? 
Trying to avoid law school. 


8-9pm 

Chuck 

NBC, TV-PG-V £3 

It's environmental week at 
NBC, so Chuck's hitting a 
Green Festival, which is like 
Burning Man minus the pot. 


9:30-10Pm 

Rules of Engagement 
CBS, TV-14-D EG 
Locklear's back. Choose your 
own level of excitement. 


9:45-10:15Pm 
Samantha Who? 
ABC, TV-PG-DL = 

You can’t remember sex. 
Your reaction? 

(a) Woo hoo, clean slate! 
(b) Lost memories, so sad. 
(c) ls that why | have pink, 
fur-covered handcuffs? 


Court TV, TV-14 

That show about famous 
crime-fiction authors and 
the real-life murders that 
See Sea sep PS 
affected them. 


10-11Ppm 

CSI: Miami 

CBS, TV-14-DV & 

A model is electrocuted on 
the runway. Who knew Top 
Model was their safe haven? 


9-9:30Pm 

Girlfriends 

The CW, TV-14-DL £3 
Perfecting a new genre 

is tricky, which may 
explain Girlfriends’ appar- 
ent struggles to turn the 
sitcom into a half-hour 
drama. Joan (Tracee Ellis 
Ross) tries to use retail 
therapy to get Maya 
(Golden Brooks) to open 
up about her miscarriage, 
but it’s Joan who loses it 
when she’s forced to focus 
on her fiancé’s deployment 
to Iraq. It wouldn’t seem 
so bad if the rare attempts 
at comedy were remotely 
appropriate. But when 
Maya shrieks, “That bitch 
stole my baby!” after find- 
ing out a friend is pregnant, 
it’s hardly the time for the 
laugh track to kick in. C= 
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8:30-10Pm 
The Biggest Loser 


To go green, the thin- 
spired “learn to exercise 
without the aid of elec- 
tricity.” Wow, neato! 
Foot-powered bikes, self- 
propelled aquatic travel, 
and stationary treadmills 
called “sidewalks”! 


Dead Man Walking! 
9-10Pm 
The Unit 


Somebody dies tonight, 
and it ain't the colonel’s 
Lady Macbeth. (| know 

you were hoping.) 


9-10Pm 
Reaper 


An 8-track tape as a soul 
vessel? If you were con- 
ceived in a van to Earth, 
Wind & Fire, then you al- 


ready know it works, baby. 


SEASON 
PREMIERE 


10-11pm 
The Real Housewives of Orange County 


The unsung heroes of reality TV return for a third 
season of breast-enhanced, nouveau riche, amusing/ 
appalling self-absorption. Real's realism can be 
brutal: After Tammy's ex-husband dies of a heart 
attack, daughter Megan says she called Tammy—but 
Mom didn't believe her because Megan “cries wolf 

a lot.” Yet where else would you hear the 21-year-old 
son of the newest, self-proclaimed “hottest” house- 
wife (that would be Tamra) proudly say he tattooed 
the words “Forever Grateful” on his chest as his 
mom's Mother's Day gift? B+ —Ken Tucker 


NEVER 
A Twist 
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~ 
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NETWORK 


FOX and Prison Break™ Fox and its related entities. All rights reserved 
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U4! 
12:30-1:30Pm 
The Young 

and the Restless 


Enrique Iglesias cameos 
here and on tonight's 
Top Model. jEstan los 
guest spots...de amor! 


8-8:30Pm 
Back to You 


It's like the most unfair 
fight ever of Are You 
Smarter Than a 5th Grad- 
er? when Gracie's class 
visits the newsroom. Poor 
stupid journalists never 
saw it coming. (Shoulda 
gone to law school.) 


11pmM—MIDNIGHT 
Final 24: Janis 
Joplin 


Go ahead, watch. You 
haven't hit your daily 
quota of sick-and-wrong, 
unless you watch TMZ. 


No celebrity endorsement implied. © 2007, EchoStar Satellite L.L.C. All rights reserved. 


Pickler 


™M PREVIEW 
8-11Ppm 

The 41st Annual 
CMA Awards 

Who's performing? The 
usuals: Kellie Pickler, 
Carrie Underwood... 
Jamie Foxx. The actor— 
R&B artist goes a little 
bit country (in a duet 
with Rascal Flatts) in 
this live show from 
Nashville. But he won't 
host, as Sara Evans, 
LeAnn Rimes, and nearly 
everyone else pick up 
slack, hosting individual 
segments. And Oscar 
winners don’t share. 


Petersen 
shines 
again 


9-11Pm 
CSI/Without a Trace 


"Tis the season for 
crossover sweeps stunts. 
Tonight two of CBS’ top 
procedurals mix and min- 
gle—though they hardly 
need the ratings bumps— 
as Jack (Anthony La- 
Paglia) pops up on CS/ to 
investigate a dead kid- 
napping victim, and Gris- 
som (William Petersen) 
follows him back to Trace 
to help catch the killer. 
—Lynette Rice 


4 


8-8:30Pm 
My Name Is Earl 


Once Craig T. Nelson was 
Coach, now he's playing 

a warden. It’s not such 

a stretch: They both have 
showers to manage, one 
just has a lot less shivving. 


8-9Ppm 
Smallville 


Lana absorbs Clark's 


powers, showdown ensues. 


Is it just me, or does every 
Smallville episode seem 
born of 3 a.m. tacos-and- 
tequila-fueled debates 

of who'd kick whose ass 
in a death match? 


8-9pm 
Survivor: China 


I've seen Courtney, and | 
think you’re right: Waaaay 
too much time working the 
stationary treadmill. 


ABC, 

TV-PG-LS & 

Willie, you 

ignorant slut! How could 
maid of honor Victoria 
Beckham (above) not 
steal your thunder? 
You're a mere gold- 
digger. She has a mine. 


10-11pm* 
New York 
Goes to War 


Chill, it's a doc about WWII 
vets; they're not drafting 
you...yet. *check local listings 


10:01-10:59Pm 
ER 


What does that mean, 
“Abby falls back into old 
habits”? | just saw the 
helicopter kill Romano, so, 
y'know, I'm a little behind. 


Blair pitch project: 
Elizabeth Berrington, 
little one, and Sheen 


9-10:30Pm 

The Deal 

Last year’s Oscar-winning docudrama The Queen was 
a semi-sequel to this 2003 British TV movie made with 
the same director (Stephen Frears), writer (Peter 
Morgan), and lead actor, Michael Sheen, who played 
Tony Blair in both. It’s basically Blair: The Early Years, 
tracking the future PM's relationship with friend— 
turned—political rival Gordon Brown (State of Play's 
David Morrissey). It's hard not to miss Helen Mirren's 
imperious monarch, but Dea! is still a gripping political 
drama that, unlike The Queen, has the added weight of 
concerning who will be in charge of the whole of Britain, 
rather than just the royal corgis. Am —Clark Collis 


Y ~ YPRISONSREAK 


ONDAYS 8/7 FOX 


ADS1938 


9-10:01Ppm 

Women’s 

Murder Club 

ABC, TV-PG-DLV El 
The...sigh...inevitable 
single-women-over-30- 
confront-baby-issues 
episode. Breathe, Bridget 
Joneses. It's only an hour. 


10-11Pm 

Bear’s Mission 
Everest 

Discovery, TV-PG Ei 
Man vs. Wild guy tries to 
pilot a paraglider higher 
than Everest. This sounds 
more like Man vs. Brains. 


10-10:59Pm 

Las Vegas 

NBC, TV-14-D EG 
There's an environmen- 
tally friendly conference 
at the Montecito. As sick 
as we all are of NBC's 
“green” week, we have to 
wonder: Does Tipper feel 
this way all the time? 


NEVERmiss 


Stare and stare 
alike: Hewitt 
and Jones 


8-9Ppm 

Ghost Whisperer CBS, TV-PG-L 0S 

Tonight the Whisperer sets aside its increasingly 
complex mythology (daddy issues, impending doom, 
you get the idea) to focus on a missing girl—and the 
sham psychic (Orlando Jones) trying to find her. The 
impossibly generous Melinda (Jennifer Love Hewitt) 
teams up with the charlatan, since he’s got the trust 
of the lost girl’s family, and their brand of voodoo 
ventriloquism (she’s the talent, he’s the dummy) 
has its charm. But we like Jay Mohr better as the 
Hutch to Melinda’s Starsky. As a paranormal profes- 
sor at least he’s bringing something to the table. B+ 


Series Debut 
T1-11:30am 
Bunnytown 

Disney, TV-Y 

Your 5-year-olds ain't 
readin’ ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY. You don't have 
to tell them about this 
rabbit-puppet act. 


10-11pm 

John Edward 
Cross Country 
WEtv, TV-PG 

Of course Sopranos star 
Lorraine Bracco guests. 
Consider the many 
ghosts of pissed-off 
therapists that must be 
haunting the woman. 


11:30Pm—-1AM 
Saturday Night Live 
NBC, TV-14 

If there's no WGA strike, 
The Rock will host and 
Amy Winehouse will sing. 
But if there is a strike, 
N0009, noooo, noooo. 


NM PREVIEW 
8-8:30PmM 
COPS 

Fox, TV-PG 

COPS spends its 700th 
episode like any other: 
chasing wild-eyed 
perps, filming their 
(alleged) misdeeds, then 
somehow getting them 
to sign consent waivers. 
But we want to stop to 
recognize the reality 
show's contribution to 
culture. So, COPS, for 
every naked, toothless, 
falling-down-drunk, 
knife-wielding (alleged) 
carjacker, we salute you. 


A Comeback 


RECORD SERIES 


d:sh VR 


NETWORK 


FOX and Back To You™ Fox and its related entities. All rights reserved. No celebrity endorsement implied. © 2007 EchoStar Satellite LLC. All rights reserved. 


sunday 11.11 


Donovan 
isone 
of them 


It Was One of Us 
Lifetime, TV-14-L 

Five college roommates 
reunite. Soon, the secrets 
pour out as freely as bub- 
bly: One is having an affair, 
another is an insider 
trader, a third plagiarized 
a speech—and they all get 
letters demanding $20K 
to keep their naughtiness 
quiet. So which one’s the 
blackmailer? Hardly mat- 
ters. The fun is watching 
them play overlapping 
games of j‘accuse. B 


Matricide, Part 2 


Family Guy 

Fox, TV-14-DLSV 

Now that Stewie's on the 
lam for shooting Lois, he’s 
doing what folks with no 
hope usually do: auditioning 
for American Idol. Simon, 
Randy, and Paula guest. 


Desperate 
Housewives 

ABC & 

Bree: “Mike's a junkie!” 
Susan: “And you're a judg- 
mental, pregnancy-faking, 
anal-retentive troll, but 

| still like you.” 


Brotherhood 

Showtime, TV-MA 

Fear not for Tommy, the 
Caffees are resourceful...i.e., 
they won't let incidentals 
like votes keep them from 
getting him reelected. 


Series Debut 


Fearless Planet 
Discovery, TV-G EB 
Natural-wonders show 
could be a nice break from 
the Scaredy Planet pro- 
grams we've had all week. 


SERIOUS POINT OF VIEW 


10-11Pm 
Explorer: 
Inside 
the Body 
Trade 


National Geographic, 
TV-PG ES 

Lisa Ling puts another 
spit-shine on her karma 
with this special report 
on organ selling. 


Shark 

CBS, TV-14-DLV & 

A vicious sniper targets 

a highway. Shooting at 
SUVs? Hey, NBC gets to do 
“green week” their way... 


No one 
improvises 
like Coltrane 


The Planman BBC America, TV-PG 

Criminal defense barrister Jack Lennox (Cracker’s 
fantastic Robbie Coltrane), midlife crisis in full bloom, 
decides to work both sides of the law, planning note- 
perfect robberies. Only this isn’t the kind of heist flick 
where the mastermind is never caught—no, Jack gets 
nicked right away, and by his cheating wife's cop lover, 
no less, The deeply ambitious policeman (The Street's 
Neil Dudgeon) figures that by blackmailing Jack into 
recruiting Britain's most notorious criminals for 

a big score, the cop can use the cuckolded lawyer as 

a rung on his own career ladder. He should take care, 
though. That Jack's a slippery one. A— 


NEVERmiss 
Anything 


RECORD SERIES 


d:sh VR 


Never Miss your favorite shows. 


) cinet 


BETTER 
THAN TiVo: 


CNET (cnet.com review on 10/03/07) 


With DishDVR, you DISH Network gives you the 
= ¢ Best programmin 
can catch everything. TaD, 


Most national HD channels 
* Best technology 
Record, Rewind, Pause, Replay. Store up to 500 hours of * Best HD DVR on the planet 
entertainment and watch it from 2 rooms in your home. * Best deals and the lowest all-digital 


price nationwide...every day 


2) 
dishnetwork.com NE ca OR Ke 


Digital Home Advantage: Pay $49.99 Activation Fee; receive $49.99 credit on first bill with 18-month qualifying programming purchase. Requires Social Security Number, valid major credit card and credit approval. If qualitying service is terminated prior to end of 18-menth period, a cancellation fee equal 
to the lesser of $240 or $13.33 per cancelled month of service will apply. Equipment must be returned to DISH Network wpon termination of qualifying service. Limit 4 tuners per account. Monthly package price inclades an equipment rental fee of $5.00 or $6.00 for first receiver, based on selected model. A 
monthly equipment rental fee of $5.00 or $6.00 will be charged for each receiver beyond the first, based on selected model. A $5.00/mo. additional outlet programming access fee applies for each dual-tuner receiver; fee will be waived monthly for each such receiver continwously connected to Customer's 
phone line. HO programming requires HD receiver and HO television (sold separately). Lease upgrade fee may apply for a second DVR receiver (based on model). 

Offer ends 1/31/08 and is available ia the continental United States for new, first-time DISH Network residential customers. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Local and state sales taxes may apply. Where applicable, equipment rental fees and pregramming are taxed separately. AN DISH Network 
programming, and any other services that are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions of the prematienal agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dishnetwork.com er upee request. Local channels packages by satelite are only available to customers who reside in the specified lacal Designated 
Market Area (DMA), Local channels may require an additienal dish antenna from DISH Network, installed free af any charges with subscription to local channels at tine of initial installation. Social Security Numbers are used to obtain credit scores and will net be released to third parties except for verification and collection purpeses 
only or if required by goverensental authorities. All service marks and trademarks belong to thelr respective owners. © 2007, EchoStar Satellite LLC, All rights reserved. HBO", Cinemax® and Curb Your Enthusiasm" are service marks of Home Box Office, line. 
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In September, during a special 

congressional hearing, hip-hop 
once again came under scrutiny 
for violent and/or misogynistic 


A] 


Faldo | content. (Thanks, Imus!) And 
Gangster | Once again, rappers 
(Roc-A-Fella) | invoked the Terminator 


Rap | defense—you know, Arnold 
— Schwarzenegger killed people 

onscreen, why can’t we do it on record? On 
American Gangster, an album of drug-underworld 
tales inspired by the Ridley Scott film of the same 
name, Jay-Z echoes that sentiment, declaring all 
rappers “actors,” including himself: “Believe half 
of what you see/None of what you hear/Even if it’s 
spat by me.” Of course, if that argument is true, 
it makes you wonder why someone as talented as 
Jay—dude could probably rap The Hobbit and 
make it sound fly—would play the same role, 
the hardened hustler-turned-playboy, for his 
entire career. What’s just as confounding is how he 
manages to pull it off time after time. 

Scott’s Gangster follows the ascension of 
Frank Lucas, a notorious ’70s heroin kingpin 
played by Denzel Washington. While Jay-Z does 
not make the ambitious leap of trying to write 
from Lucas’ point of view, he does use the film’s 
story and period vibe to color his own elaborate 
legend. On “American Dreamin’,” a Marvin Gaye 
sample provides the backdrop as Jay-Z wistfully 


MUSIC 


Hustle 
Bound 


Inspired by a Gangster film, 
Jay-Z returns to his straight- 
from-the-streets aesthetic. 


BY NEILDRUMMING 


__ Jay-Z: the real 
puff daddy 


recounts his early days as a wannabe dealer, 
scheming with his buddies. “We need it now,” he 
raps over the (slightly too) drippingly soulful 
Diddy-produced track, “We need a town/We 
need a place to pitch/We need a mound.” Nobody 
flips a drug-trafficking metaphor better. The 
more celebratory but less garish “Party Life” is 
another old-school contribution from Diddy, 
with Jay channeling slick ’70s icons like Goldie 
and Superfly over a slow groove and silky guitar 
licks. “So tall and lanky,” he boasts in no hurry, 
“my suit, it should thank me.” 

But Gangster is not purely a throwback 
album. There are also sparse, programmed beats 
from the Neptunes and lesser-knowns like 
No L.D., with Jay-Z fixing his flow accordingly. 
What unites the collection more than a specific 
sound is a narrative arc that loosely parallels 
Lucas’ rise and decline. On “Fallin’,” the record’s 
emotional climax, Jay-Z raps frantically as the 
walls close in. “The irony of selling drugs is sort 
of like using it,” he admits over Jermaine Dupri’s 
chaotic looped keys, “Guess there’s two sides 
to what substance abuse is.” But ultimately, 
Jay-Z fends off disillusionment and knuckle- 
headed usurpers, only to emerge cockier than 
ever on the next track. Lucas, in the film and 
in real life, gets pinched and turns snitch. For 
Jay-Z, that would be out of character. B+ 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: “Success” 


+ Jay-Z added 
“Ignorant S---" 

to Gangster's 
track list after an 
early version of the 
song, originally 

an outtake from 
2003's The Black 
Album, leaked onto 
the Internet and 
became an instant 
fan favorite. 
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fae stars ore howto. Ie enaeies foie pele duplicated: Bh the Sess 
Paul’s Reagan-era breakthrough video. Then came the four Alanises singin 


g along to to “Ironie” and the catfighting 


Mariahs in “Heartbreaker.” Below, more-recent “me, myself, andI” dee besePaute Grae —Leah Greenblatt 


“Just Fine” 


MARY J. BLIGE 
In the debut clip for Blige’s 
December CD Growing 
Pains, a trio of Marys sing 
side by side like postmillen- 
nial Supremes, extolling the 
virtues of self-esteem—and, 
apparently, a superversatile 
hairdresser. Groundbreaking 
CGI it ain’t, but all three 
MJBs look fabulous. Bt 


“Big Things Poppin’ 
(Do It)” 
T.l. 
Before his recent arrest 
on weapons charges, the 
Atlanta rapper was busy 


flip-flopping between his two 
personae: T.I. and T.I.P. Here, 


the pair trade off snarky 
barbs and tour-bus push- 


ups—nothing like combining 


cut-downs and cardio! B+ 


“Better” 
REGINA SPEKTOR 
The quirky folkie who 
dazzled YouTubers earlier 
this year with the colorful 


clip for “Fidelity” reemerges 
in this Regina-by-the-dozen 


caper, in which the singer 
frolics among her doppel- 
gangers on a sunny hilltop 


and also sings in triumvirate. 


Quite the Spekt-acle. A— 


“Coming Up” 
PAUL McCARTNEY 
Macca went multi in this clip 
from his 1980 solo disc, Mc- 
Cartney II, perhaps pioneering 
the use of many-me’s in mu- 
sic videos. While he plays 
some 10 versions of himself 
(bearded drummer, Buddy 
Holly-esque guitarist...), wife 
Linda doubles in mustachioed 
drag. McKooky! A 


| EW.COM 
' EXCLUSIVE 
; JENNIFER 
| LOPEZ, 
“Hold It 
Don’t Drop 
It” ¥ 
| LaLopez’s up- 
tempoalbum 
track gets asweet 
disco spinon this 
Moto Blanco radio 
remix. (ew.com/ ' 
Jjenniferlopez) 


VAMPIRE 
| WEEKEND, 
 “A-Punk” 
Ivy League kids 
+ indie buzz + 
| African riddims = 
| good stuff: 
| (myspace.com/ 
' vampireweekend) 


| THEHIVES, 

“Tick Tick Boom” 

| Afuzzy, rollicking 

| garage-shaker from | 
Sweden’s favorite 

' retro-rockers. 

! (Tunes) —LG 
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Various Artists 
I'm Not There 
(Columbia/Sony Music 
Soundtrax) 
Soundtrack 


Todd Haynes’ Dylan biopic 
finds his Bobness played 
by six different actors. Five 
times that number of 
artists tackle his oeuvre on 
this 34-song LP, including 
Wilco's Jeff Tweedy 
(“Simple Twist of Fate”) 
and Antony and the John- 
sons (“Knockin’ on Heav- 
en's Door"). The pleasures 
to be gleaned are straight- 
forward, with most musicians 
offering rarely radical but 
frequently great covers. 
And both Dylan himself and 
Sonic Youth perform the ti- 
tle track—though not, alas, 
together. A —Clark Collis 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 

Cat Power's “Stuck In- 
side of Mobile With the 
Memphis Blues Again” 


Josh Turner 
Everything Is Fine 
(Universal Music Group) 
Country 


If you're looking to show off 
your new subwoofers, try 
Turner's third studio album. 
His baritone can dip so low 
that it might count as 
stunt singing if it didn't 
sound so dang natural. A 
slightly tense R&B-ballad 
duet with Anthony Hamil- 
ton notwithstanding, 

Fine delivers the kind of 
infectious lazy-Southern- 
Sunday romanticism that 
makes the title feel like an 
understatement. Nice that 
he's doing more writing, 
too, though he should have 
picked a gospel cover over 
his own “The Way He Was 
Raised,” possibly the corni- 
est Jesus song ever writ- 
ten. B+ —Chris Willman 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 

“So Not My Baby” 


MAN] COPPOLA 
wal 


LACE A WONITT Renew 


ImaniCoppola 
The Black & White 
Album 

(Ipecac) 

Pop 


This lovable Brooklyn misfit 
made a splash in '97 with 
her quirk-hop hit “Legend 
of a Cowgirl,” in which she 
promised to “spend all 

my money on absolutely 
nothing" over a sample of 
Donovan's "Sunshine 
Superman." Today, her 
commercial buzz has dried 
up, but her idiosyncrasy 
still flows free. On Black & 
White, she sings about 
springtime in NYC and the 
horror of a 30th birthday 
while flitting between ska, 
tap, electro-pop, and punk. 
Remember when Macy 
Gray-esque eccentricity 
mattered? Imani does. B* 
—Mikael Wood 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Let It Kill You” 


Cassidy 
B.A.R.S. 

(Full Surface/J) 
Rap 


“| ain't a hypocrite,” 
Philadelphia's Barry 
Adrian Reese declares on 
his third disc. So what is 
he? “I'm an innocent 
man!" he says—two 
tracks after warning a 
rival, “| call my gat 
acrobat, ‘cause it'll f---in’ 
flip you.” So much for 
honesty. Still, there's 
something to be said for 
an emcee who's at home 
both on bangers (produced 
by Swizz Beatz) anda 
soulful reverie (from Devo 
Springsteen). As long as 
he keeps hurling syllables 
with this much gusto, 
Reese can contradict 
himself all he likes. B+ 
—Simon Vozick-Levinson 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 

“| Get My Paper” 


Boy Interrupted 


Chris Brown's fresh-voiced sound gets 
overshadowed by overbearing production. 
BY NEIL DRUMMING 


In the upcoming film This Christmas, 
Chris Brown plays a shy teen scared to tell 
Mama he wants to wail. During a cheesy- 
sweet scene, he croons a refreshingly spare 


aes rendition of “Try a Little Tenderness.” 
Exclusive Unfortunately, there’s no such barebones 


(Jive) balladry on the 18-year-old’s second disc, 
Exclusive. Instead, he follows up his 
ringtone-ready, 2005 debut by relying on 

more hitmakers, all with their own approach to rowdy R&B. 

Like his onscreen character, Brown is most charming when 
he’s playing up his youth: singing of MySpace romance, 
meeting his girl’s “pops,” and such. On “Hold Up,” an odd but 
pleasing mix of muted chiming and sawtooth bass, he assures 
a potential sweetheart, “I ain’t trying to put no pimpin’ in it.” 
But like any teen, he also likes to test his boundaries, and on 
the Jazze Pha-produced standout “Gimme Whatcha Got,” he 
tries his hand at some PG-13 freakiness. “That’s it, baby girl, 
put it on my zipper,” he quips over fluttery, buoyant synths. 
“We ain’t in the club, but I still want to tip her.” 

Sadly, Brown’s adolescent voice and playful scatting—while 
cute—are steamrolled by pushy collaborators, whether it’s 
those Stargate guys (Ne-Yo, Rihanna) falling back on that ol’ 
guitar noodling, or T-Pain milking his vocoder. Ease back, 
people, and let the boy sing. B= > : “Hold Up” 


Brown walks 
the line between 
naughty and nice 


CLOSE 
ENCOUNTERS 


OF THE THIRD KIND 


30TH ANNIVERSARY ULTIMATE EDITION 


For the 
Tfirst time together 
in one collection 


2-Disc Set = 


vise 3+ 


ON DVD AND BLU-RAY™ 


HIGH-DEF. AVAILABLE ON 
NOVEMBER I3TH. 


u-r 


WAL*MART 


Walmart.com 


Little Big Town 
A Place to Land 
(Equity Music Group) 
Country-Rock 


Sticklers for originality 

can mosey along. But for 
anyone waiting for a group 
whose four-part harmonies 
and musical chops are 
lifted right out of the vin- 
tage SoCal rock scene, 
Nashville's LBT are a god- 
send. At times, Place 
seems like the second 
Eagles reunion album this 
month—with LBT's two 
female members doing 
those high Henley/Meis- 
ner/Schmit parts—whereas 
they're in full Mac-attack 
mode with a great “Go Your 
Own Way” knockoff, “Fine 
Line.” If it were 1979, this 
would be a blockbuster. 
And it still might be any- 
how. A=—CW 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Fine Line” 


Steel Train 
Trampoline 
(Drive Thru) 
Rock 


ls Steel Train's emo 
stripped of frenzy and 
histrionics—or is it simply 
oldfangled, heart-on-sleeve 
folk rock with a snappy 
beat? One thing's clear: 
This New York City band’s 
second full-length album is 
so relentlessly sincere and 
introspective that it's 
downright enervating. 
Things kick off with a 
misty-eyed 9/11 song 
and get progressively 
dire—think Barenaked 
Ladies in full navel- 
gazing mode, or Crash 
Test Dummies at their 
glummest. Hmmm, could 
these Steel Train guys be 
Canadians in disguise? 
C—Tom Sinclair 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“School Is for Losers” 


LCD 
Soundsystem 
45:33 

(DFA) 

Disco-Rock 


“| was there, in the Par- 
adise Garage DJ booth 
with Larry Levan,” boasted 
LCD's debut single. Those 
king-of-the-disco dreams 
have never sounded truer 
than on this epic dance- 
floor freakout, originally 
offered by Nike and iTunes 
as an MP3 soundtrack for 
runners (the CD adds three 
bonus tracks). 45:33 deft- 
ly segues from the smooth 
funk favored by Levan to 
synth-pop and Talking 
Heads-style polyrhythms 
before opening into serious 
space-party territory. 
Forty-six minutes and five 
miles later, you'll still be 
smiling. A—Sean Howe 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“45:33” 


Coming Attractions 


WHAT’S THAT SONG? 


We reveal the soundtracks to the latest crop of trailers. —-LG 


1. SOUTHLAND 2. JUNO 3. HAROLD & 
TALES The songs that KUMAR 2 
Moby scores The set up Dec. 5’s Get ready for the 
Rock's apocalyptic Jennifer Garner stoners’ Feb. '08 
Nov. 14 flick, but dramedy: the return with aclip 
the Pixies’“Wave Moldy Peaches’ featuring Doogie 
of Mutilation” and “Anyone Else but Howser (yay!) 
Elbow’s “Forget You” and Mottthe anda quick hit of 
Myself” tune up Hoople’s “All the the Teddybears’ 
its chaotic trailer. Young Dudes.” “Cobrastyle.” 
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4. BE KIND 
REWIND 

The preview for 
Jack Black's 
video-store 
slacker film (Jan. 
*08) employs Billy 
Preston's ’70s 
classic “Nothing 
From Nothing.” 


THE CHART 


TOP ALBUMS 


CARRIE 
UNDERWOOD 
It's a Carrie 
nation—we just 
live in it. The 

star's second CD 
found 527K folks 
who still worship 
the ex-Idol. 


THE TOP 20 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD 
Carnival Ride, Arista Nashville/19 Recordings 


tarrietahdernsaed 


ROBERT PLANT AND ALISON KRAUSS 
Raising Sand, Rounder 


© Who needs a Led Zep reunion? 
Plant's latest project, his unlikely col- 
laboration with Krauss, went over like 
the opposite of a lead balloon, selling a 
surprising 112K copies—the best first 
week ever for anything on the rootsy 
Rounder label. 


GARY ALLAN Living Hard, MCA Nashville 


© The tough living that Allan did as 
research wasn’t all in vain: The singer 
debuted with 69K, which is right 

on par with his last CD’s 70K bow. 


SERJ TANKIAN 
Elect the Dead, Serjical Strike/Reprise 


© The System of a Down frontman, on 
break from his hiatus-taking band, 
enticed 66K buyers for his first solo 
release. 


JOSH GROBAN Noé/, Reprise/143 


COHEED AND CAMBRIA 
No World for Tomorrow, Columbia 


KID ROCK Rock N Roll Jesus, Top Dog/Atlantic 


RASCAL FLATTS Stil! Feels Good, Lyric Street 


SEETHER 
Finding Beauty in Negative Spaces, Wind-Up 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
High School Musical 2 soundtrack, Disney 


NEIL YOUNG Chrome Dreams II, Reprise 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN Magic, Columbia 


JUANES La Vida Es un Ratico, Universal Latino | 


REBA McENTIRE Reba Duets, MCA Nashville 


COLBIE CAILLAT Coco, Universal Republic 


KANYE WEST Graduation, Roc-A-Fella 


MILEY CYRUS 
Hannah Montana 2/Meet..., Disney/Hollywood 


SOULJA BOY 
Souljaboytellem.com, Collipark Music/Interscope | 


KEYSHIA COLE Just Like You, Imani/Geffen 


MATCHBOX TWENTY 
Exile on Mainstream. Melisma/Atlantic 


© 2007 VNU BUSINESS MEDIA, INC /NIELSE! 
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What do Bose’ 
in-ear headphones 
sound like? 


“We compared the phones with other earbuds and were 
impressed with the clean sound definition of the Bose. 
Guitar-picking and vocals were vibrant. Hip-hop’s hard- 
driving bass reproduced well. Classical was rendered with 
concert-hall richness.” 

— CLAYTON COLLINS, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 


“In-ear headphones from Bose deliver amazing sound while 
providing a supremely comfortable fit...robust, realistic audio 
while resting unnoticeably in the ear...” 

— GRAHAM REED, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


“...sound quality that’s extremely well-balanced and natural- 
sounding from bottom instrumental notes to top...” 
— JONATHAN TAKIFF, PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


“The Bose in-ear phones deliver great bass...very natural bass, 
not the boomy kind. The rest au the sound spectrum is 
smooth and even.” 

— RICH WARREN, NEWS-GAZETTE 


“Sonically, the music is spacious and highly detailed...” 
- STEPHEN WILLIAMS, NEWSDAY 


We invite you to try them for 30 days and judge for 
yourself. Because the only way to really appreciate Bose® 
in-ear headphones is to personally experience them, our risk- 
free guarantee lets you take your time. So enjoy them with all 
your favorite music at home or on the go. You'll notice the 
difference the moment you put them on. 


iS ontet Bose® neue hasdphones or Os 

Oo learn more about all of ou eaapnones: = 
Call toll free 1-800-267-6095, ext. RK156 FD. 7 = 
Or visit us at Bose.com/RK156 pt 2 


©2007 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The distinctive headphone oval design and two-toned black and white cord are trademarks of Bose Set Risk free refers to 30-day trial 
‘Only and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Clayton Collins, Christian Science Monitor, 3/23/07, www. com. C_000272 
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‘Wind’ fa 
Blown F 


Margaret Mitchell's classic 
novel gets a second sequel. 
Should we give a damn? 

BY TINA JORDAN 


>EW.COM 


+ So who should star 
in the movie? Ina 
recent EW poll, 41% 
of readers thought 
the role of Rhett 
should go to George 
Clooney. But the top 
votes for Scarlett 
were almost evenly 
divided: 28% went to 
Ashley Judd and 27% 
to Rachel McAdams. 
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/MecCaig : 


Like no other book, Margaret 
Mitchell’s Gone With The 
Wind is inexorably bound up 
with my Southern girlhood. I 
discovered it when I was 8 or 
| 9on my grandmother's book- 
| shelf and, over the years, 
| spent many an hour lost in 
Donald McCaig _its pages. But my professor 
Novel | father—who’d gone to some 
= * pains to teach his children 
about the Civil War and its ramifications— 
dismissed the novel as frippery, a soap opera. 

A soap opera? You bet. But what a soap opera, 
one of the finest ever written, revolving around a 
spunky, black-haired, green-eyed girl and her 
love for the wrong man, set against the fiery back- 
drop of the Civil War. When the first GWTW 
sequel, Alexandra Ripley’s Scarlett, came out in 
1991, I was indignant. Was nothing sacred? Oddly, 
when I heard about McCaig’s sequel, some 12 
years in the writing, I was curious. McCaig, unlike 
Ripley, has a reputation as a real writer, with 
two acclaimed Civil War novels to his name. 

Just as Ripley’s book traced Scarlett’s life, 
McCaig’s explores Rhett’s. The early chapters 
function as a prequel, a description of Rhett’s 
childhood as the wild son of a low-country rice 
planter. McCaig fleshes out Rhett’s teens and 
20s, inventing the details that transformed him 


into Mitchell’s famous reprobate and black- 
guard. Young Rhett bears biographical simi- 
larities to Jefferson Davis, president of the 
Confederacy. McCaig, unlike Ripley once again, 
knows his facts; his historical depictions are 
largely correct (and he acknowledges in an after- 
word where he took liberties). He also corrects 
Mitchell’s romanticized view of the war and 
reconstruction—his South is one of loss and ruin. 

But he strays into all kinds of problems when 
his story line leaps, timewise, past GWTW’s, to 
ludicrous effect. Then there are the characters: 
Though he’s able to effect a credible Rhett (and 
he’s pretty dead-on with Suellen Benteen, one of 
Scarlett’s sisters, as well as with her simpering 
aunt Pittypat), he’s not much good at Mammy, 
Melanie, or even Scarlett. Do I think, in a million 
years, that Scarlett would’ve kissed a drowsy 
Rhett and said, “I’d better see to the children. 
There’ll be coffee when you come down”? Fat 
chance. Or that she would have confided to 
Rhett’s sister, “I feel like a maiden again.... I pray 
life will be good to me!” (1 actually laughed out 
loud at that one.) McCaig’s a decent writer, and 
the plotis better than middling. But he’s missed 
the point about Scarlett—nothing affected her in- 
domitable spirit and innate selfishness. And since 
everything must come back to her in the end—as 
it does even in McCaig’s novel—a docile, vapid 
Scarlett is worse than no Scarlett at all. 
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Borat: Touristic 
Guidings to Minor 
Nation of U.S. and 
A. and...Glorious 
Nation of 
Kazakhstan 

Borat Sagdiyev 


Humor 


Half 
devoted to 
the mocku- 
mentary 
star's home 
country, 
half to America, this spinoff 
is about half as much fun 
as Sacha Baron Cohen's 
2006 movie. Though sharp 
at times (“Some famous 
homosexuals American men 
includes Spiderman, Ronald 
Micdonalds and Madonna”), 
he leans on his favorite 
taboo punchlines—rape, 
selling women, fearing Jews 
(and throwing them down 
wells)—until they're boring, 
not shocking. It's the perfect 
gift for the guy in your office 
who's still saying “It’s 
nilice!” B= —Josh Wolk 


Last Night at 
the Lobster 
Stewart O’Nan 


Novella 


It's a few 
days before 
Christmas, 
and a big 
winter snow- 
storm is 
brewing as Manny De- 
Leon opens, for the last 
time, the Red Lobster he 
manages near a run-down 
New England mall. Corpo- 
rate headquarters is 
pulling the plug. But first, 
ever-conscientious 
Manny must handle the 
mini-dramas of his skele- 
ton crew—including ex- 
girlfriend Jacquie, who 
isn't one of the five he's 
bringing to his new gig at 
a nearby Olive Garden. 
From such skimpy ma- 
terial, O'Nan crafts a per- 
fectly observed slice of 
working-class life with all 
the sheen of mopped lino- 
leum. B+ —Thom Geier 


DARKNESS FALLS 


Kyle Mills Mark Beamon returns after 
a three-book hiatus to a cushy chair at 


The Genetic 
Strand 
Edward Ball 
Nonfiction 


Rifling 
2 through a 
- desk owned 
ve’ by his South- 
ern forebears, 
oral Ball found 
packets of their hair 
stowed away in the 19th 
century. So he brought 
samples to a lab and be- 
gan to ferret out family 
mysteries through DNA 
analysis. Was, say, one of 
his great-grandparents 
black? It seems like a ter- 
tific premise for Ball, who 
outed ancestral secrets in 
his award-winning Slaves 
in the Family, and appears 
poised to make further 
revelations. But while he 
writes lucidly about the 
science of DNA, he finds 
little drama in his own 
genes, leaving him without 
a powerful narrative hook. 
B-—vJennifer Reese 


THAND 


Courting Documents 


Move over, Abelard and Heloise—these 
dispatches get very, very personal 


Bill Shapiro (Time 
Inc.'s development 
editor) collects 
extremely private 
correspondence, which 
he has amassed in 
Other People’s Love 
Letters (Clarkson 
Potter, $22.50). 

The notes, e-mails, 
telegrams, and letters 
appear as copies of 


the originals, in all their faded, tearstained glory. 
The earliest examples come off as gorgeous and 
romantic, whether they're pages of elegant script 
or a few words scrawled on a cocktail napkin. 
E-mail seems to have had a decidedly negative 
effect on the art, if “Am having terribly naughty 
thoughts again today, and | was wondering if you 


might want to hear about them” 
is any indication. After compul- 
sively flipping through to the last | 
page, | have just one question; 
How did Shapiro get people to 
part with these? —TJ 


What’s New in... Thrillers 


SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES 


Homeland Security—until a radical environ- 
mentalist releases a mutant strain of bacte- 
tia to devour Earth's oil supply. Movie Pitch 
An apocalyptic Michael Bay thriller that 
would have members of the Green Party on 
the edge of their seats. Lowdown Mills 
has a knack for creating plausible save- 
the-world'scenarios—even with gas at more 
than 20 bucks a gallon. B+ —LaRue Cook 


RONAN 
BENNETT 


ZUGZWANG 

Ronan Bennett Russia, 1914: a country on 
the cusp of revolution. A string of murders 
in St. Petersburg leads authorities to the 
office of famed psychoanalyst Otto Speth- 
mann. Movie Pitch An enterprising 
shrink-sleuth goes to work in the Russia of 
Dr. Zhivago—with a bit of chess thrown in. 
Lowdown Light on historical detail, but 
long on strong characters and effective 
plot twists, Bennett's mystery-thriller of- 
fers a satisfying endgame. B —Wook Kim 


STONE COLD 

David Baldacci Oliver Stone—the rueful 
ex—ClA assassin, not the bombastic auteur— 
and his special-ops pals protect scammer 
Annabelle Conroy from a vengeful mark, 
while a Homeland Security consultant and 
doting dad who moonlights as a killer zeroes 
in on Stone. Movie Pitch The Brady Bunch 
meets The Bourne Ultimatum. Lowdown 
An overstuffed plot stalls Baldacci's nifty 
depiction of a thuggish yet clumsy post- 
9/11 security state. B —Will Boisvert 


WHY MERMAIDS SING 

C.S. Harris Regency-era London—abuzz 
with the grotesque murders of several 
wealthy young men—looks to nobleman/ 
sleuth Sebastian St. Cyr to solve the crimes. 
Movie Pitch It's Hannibal Lecter—early- 
1800s style! Lowdown A serial-killer 
thriller set 200 years ago? It may sound 
incongruous, but it works, thanks to Harris’ 
pacing and fine eye for detail. A real plus: 
the murk and stench of the age only 
heighten the suspense. B+ —TJ 
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- Written by the Stars 


One played a werewolf; the other, Cabin Boy. Now they’re authors! 


The Late Hector Kipling 
David Thewlis A London painter's mid- 
life crisis leads to adultery, homicide, 
and the purchase of an odious beige 
settee. Art Imitates Life? Like Thewlis 
(known to Potterphiles as Professor 
Lupin), Kipling hails from Blackpool and 
has achieved a modicum of fame for his 
work. Bottom Line Kipling has humor 
and style to burn. But a last-act plunge 
into surreal violence is almost as unfor- 
tunate for the book's readers as for its 
characters, whose corpses pile up at an 
alarming rate. B——Adam Markovitz 


Into Hot Air 
Chris Elliott In his latest faux memoir, 
the big-screen goofball lugs his shtick 
up Mount Everest, joined by a team 
of very thinly veiled real-world celebs. 
Art Imitates Life? Among Elliott's 
supposed climbing companions is an 
overweight, radical documentarian from 
Flint, Mich., named Michael—last name 
undisclosed. Bottom Line Though El- 
liott's gags grow repetitive, this proudly 
idiotic parody is just what the self- 
important wilderness adventure genre 
deserves. B= —Simon Vozick-Levinson 


Hot Mama 
Jennifer Estep 
Paranormal Romance 
PAPERBACK 


Fashion 
PA) designer by 
day and 
i superhero by 
; night, Fiona 
Fine uses her 
“brains, brawn and general 
bitchiness"—plus the 
ability to create fire at will— 
to fight evil in Bigtime, 
N.Y. But Fiona fears moon- 
lighting as Fiera will ruin her 
budding relationship with 
Johnny Bulluci, a mysteri- 
ous hunk who reminds 
Fiona of her murdered 
fiancé. Estep's tongue-in- 
cheek use of genre trap- 
pings and the abundance of 
supporting characters (like 
superhero Halitosis Hal) are 
snappy and diverting. But 
her central plot about the 
“Ubervillains” trying to “take 
over Bigtime, then the 
world” is disappointingly 
thin. B —Hannah Tucker 


Them 
Nathan McCall 
Novel 
d McCall's 
CCALL F 
Se deadpan satire 
delves into 


tensions arising 
when white ur- 
ban “pioneers” 
move to a historically black 
Atlanta neighborhood. After 
a hard week's work, Barlowe 
Reed likes to kick back with 
a good book and a six-pack, 
or head to the local mini- 
mart to play checkers. Then, 
Sandy and Sean Gilmore 
appear: “Whities! Right 
next door!” The mini-mart is 
soon replaced by Cafe Latte, 
fences go up, and neighbor- 
hood drunks vanish. “You 
just a silly white girl lookin 
for somethin interestin to 
do,” Barlowe tells Sandy, 
though he knows there's 
more to her than that. With 
mingled amusement and 
sorrow, McCall deftly cap- 
tures the foibles and fears 
of both races. B —JR 


Never Enough 
Joe McGinniss 
True Crime 


NE WN While Never 
BuBeeaey Enough doesn't 
\ \ [ K match McGin- 
a gt at) \ niss’ master- 

; Vtg work, Fatal 
maeactile! Vision, it's 
riveting and compulsively 
readable nonetheless. Why 
did Nancy Kissel—mother of 
three, pampered wife of Hong 
Kong investment banker 
Robert Kissel—lace her 
husband's milk shake with 
sedatives and then bludgeon 
him to death? McGinniss 
patiently unravels the case 
with plenty of fresh reporting 
and suggests it was not just 
because Nancy was having 
an affair, but because her 
cute, buxom, blond exterior 
masked a true psychopath. 
The real victims were the 
Kissel children, who became 
embroiled in an ugly custody 
dispute with relatives follow- 
ing Dad's murder and their 
mom's incarceration. B+ —TJ 
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How to Talk 
About Books You 
Haven't Read 
Pierre Bayard 
Nonfiction 


This French 
best-seller is 
less a bluffer's 
guide to great 
literature than 
an intellectual 
defense of not reading 
everything. It's not neces- 
sary to know the contents 
of any one book, this Paris- 
based professor says, to 
place it in the collective 
library of great literature. 
(Why lose the forest for the 
trees?) He name-checks 
Montaigne, Umberto Eco, 
and Paul Valéry, who wrote 
a tribute to Marcel Proust 
though he had “scarcely 
read a single volume” of the 
man’s work. Likewise, you 
need not pore over Bayard's 
often circuitous prose to 
grasp his argument. Skim 
his wittily annotated table 
of contents instead. B —TG 


Someone 

Knows My Name 

Lawrence Hill 

Novel 

re Aminata Dial- 

/. lo, the narra- 
~  torof Hill's 

transporting 
historical 
novel, is 


nabbed from her African 
village by slave traders 
when she’s 11. Shipped to 
South Carolina, she works 
on an indigo plantation, 
bears and loses a child, 
escapes to freedom in Nova 
Scotia, returns to Africa, 
moves to London, and be- 
comes involved in the abo- 
litionist movement. That's 
an impressive CV for a 
“little bitty pint-sized fast- 
talking African woman," 
but Hill makes Aminata 
such a terrific character, 
you believe she could have 
pulled it off. And through 
her curious eyes, a terrify- 
ing patch of history comes 
to vivid life. A~ —JR 


Tipperary 
Frank Delaney 
Novel 
_ = The best- 
lippera Wf selling Irish 
% novelist 
(Ireland) does 
his country's 
storytelling 
tradition proud with this 


historical romance that 
both winks at and revels in 
its melodrama. Charles 
O'Brien, a traveling healer, 
is nearing 40 in 1900 
when he falls in love with 
the young April Burke. Told 
from O'Brien's point of 
view as well as that of a 
modern narrator, the book 
chronicles Ireland’s turbu- 
lence in the early 20th 
century and the saga of 
O'Brien's passion. For 
readers not weaned on 
stories told in their own 
good time, the first half 
crawls, but patience is 
rewarded when Delaney 
hits a brilliant stride. B+ 
—Rebecca Ascher-Walsh 


In Unseen (teNeues, $65), a collection of never-published work, Elliot Erwitt 

appears to drift unnoticed through crowds and rooms, capturing subjects both 
famous (JFK, Marilyn Monroe) and unknown (a mom touching her newborn’s feet 
to the piano, a nervous white-gowned debutante) with the same delicate touch. 


BECOME A 
BETTER YOU 


Megapastor Joel! 
Osteen, who often 
preaches to sold-out 
stadium crowds, returns 
with another Christian 
self-help book. 


Becomea 


Better | 
You 


JOE is 


HARDCOVER NONFICTION TOP 10 


BECOME A BETTER YOU Joe! Osteen 


1AM AMERICA (AND SO CAN YOU!) Stephen Colbert 


DECEPTIVELY DELICIOUS Jessica Seinfeld 


CLAPTON Eric Clapton 


COME ON PEOPLE Bill Cosby and Alvin F. Poussaint, M.D. 


© The funnyman gets serious, championing 
neighborhood activism and self-empowerment 
in his latest effort. There are already 250,000 
copies in print. 


THE AGE OF TURBULENCE Alan Greenspan 5 


THE SECRET Rhonda Byrne 


MY GRANDFATHER'S SON Clarence Thomas 


THE INTELLECTUAL DEVOTIONAL: AMERICAN 1 
HISTORY David S, Kidder and Noah D. Oppenheim 


© This secular take on Christian devotionals 
offers daily lessons on topics in U.S. politics, 
business, and culture. After three trips to 
press, there are 215,000 copies. 


THE NINE Jeffrey Toobin 5 


TRADE PAPERBACK TOP 10 


WEEKS 
ONuIST 


EAT, PRAY, LOVE Elizabeth Gilbert 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 3 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
© Thanks to Oprah, who made it her October 
book-club pick, the Garcia Marquez classic 
now has another one million copies in print. 
WATER FOR ELEPHANTS Sara Gruen 27 
THE WISDOM OF MENOPAUSE 1 
Christiane Northrup, M.D. 

| 


INTO THE WILD Jon Krakauer 


THE KITE RUNNER Khaled Hosseini 


SKINNY BITCH Rory Freedman and Kim Barnouin 


90 MINUTES IN HEAVEN Don Piper 


THE MEMORY KEEPER'S DAUGHTER 
Kim Edwards 


THREE CUPS OF TEA 
Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin 


SOURCE: PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, WEEK OF OCT. 17-23, 2007 
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STAR 


TREATMENT 


‘: By Dalton Ross 


For a weekly, expanded version of The Glutton, or to 
talk back to Dalton, go to ew.com/glutton 


icky Martin received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
the other week, making him the first, but perhaps not last, 
member of Menudo to be immortalized in such a fashion. I’ve 
actually got nothing against Martin, but am more than a 
little concerned about the Walk of Fame these days. It is supposed to 
honor the créme de la créme of entertainers, ones whose 
contributions to the arts are of the highest caliber. That’s 
why you’ll see names like Clark Gable, Orson Welles, and 
Katharine Hepburn sprawled out on the sidewalks of Holly- 
wood and Vine. But let’s take a look at some recent honorees, 
the caliber of which I can’t help but call into question. There’s 
Terry Bradshaw, who apparently was celebrated for his abil- 
ity to multitask by screaming out football highlights while si- 


to find out. After all, even Alan Ladd Jr., astudio exec 
whose crowning achievement was, yes, greenlight- 
ing Star Wars, received a star before the bearded 
wonder—just a month ago, in fact. 

Needing answers, I placed a call to the chair- 
man of the Walk of Fame Selection Committee, 
Johnny Grant. “You will put George Lucas on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame,” I said in my best Jedi 
mind-trick voice. “Of course!” said Grant. (Damn, 
that thing actually works!) “If he would let his peo- 
ple submit him, he would be approved overnight!” 
You see, anyone can nominate a celebrity for in- 
duction, but the nominee’s management has to also 
send a letter of agreement, and then the honoree 
must actually show up at the ceremony ifinducted. 
So why hasn’t Lucas agreed to be on the Walk of 
Fame? I mean, the guy took time out of his busy 
schedule to appear on The O.C., so you'd figure he 
could show up for a freakin’ star ceremony. True, 
there is also the matter of a $25,000 price tag for 
“creation and installation of the star, as well as main- 
tenance,” but I’m going to go out on a limb and 
suggest that George Lucas just might have $25K 
squirreled away under a mattress somewhere. (Plus, 
I’mcertainly not picking up the tab after 
spending close to 25 grand on various 
Star Wars VHS and DVD sets.) 

So how about it, George—care to finally 
see your name plopped down next to 
other Hollywood luminaries like Rick 
Dees, Leeza Gibbons, and Pat Morita? 
To paraphrase Revenge of the Sith, you're 
either with them or you're their enemy. 


multaneously sassing Howie Long. There’s Donald Trump, who “Walk of (And honestly, who doesn’t want to be 


was a reality-show sensation for two seasons and an after- Fameinclu- 
thought for four (and counting!). And then, of course, there’s sions like 


with the guy who penned “Disco Duck”?) 
Unfortunately, there’s no way of know- 
ing where Lucas stands because the 


David Spade, whose star, it should be noted, was unveiled af- David Spa de man has gone as silent as Cloud City’s 


ter the premieres of both Joe Dirt and Dickie Roberts: Former 
Child Star. Repeat: After Joe Dirt and Dickie Roberts. 


are even more 


Lobot—refusing to comment to EW on 
his possibly self-imposed snub. C’mon. 


Inclusions like these are even more egregious when you EQGreGiOUS _jt’s time to put the star in Star Wars, 


consider one person who has apparently not been deemed 
worthy of such an honor: George Lucas. I didn’t know if 


the Lucas ban was some sort of punishment for the Ewoks George Lucas 


when you George. You have a fan that demands 
considerthat answers, a Walk of Fame that demands 


legitimacy, and scores of pedestrians 
demanding to literally stomp all over 


cartoon or 1978’s Star Wars Holiday Special (the first half of hasn't been your good name. Something I’m sure 
which is spoken almost entirely in Wookiee), but I intended honored. David Spade could tell you al/ about. 


T i] E F ] V ie My Five Favorite Stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 


1. Iron Eyes Cody 2. MGtley Criie 3. Don Cornelius 

You may not know the It's only appropriate they Does it get any smoother 
name, but you know the got one considering than Don Cornelius? 

tear. He's the famous they probably vomited or Here's hoping a Soul Train 
“Crying Indian” passed out on line is break- 

from that many of the ing out right 

1970s Keep stars during now at 7080 

America their 1980s Hollywood 

Beautiful ad. heyday. Boulevard. 
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4. Winona Ryder 5. Parkyakarkus 
Four stars have been stolen Honestly, | don't know 
from the Walk of Fame. much about Harry Parke 
Shockingly, Ryder’s except that he died in 
was not one Milton Berle's 
of them. Has lap at a Friars 
noonea Club roast. 
sense of irony Good enough 
in that town? for me! 


ILLUSTRATION BY QUICKHONEY 


©2007 Unileve: 


MEDITERRANEAN STYLE 
DINNERS SO FRESH TASTING, 
ITALIAN CHEFS 
WANT TO HIDE THEM. 


@2ZUU/ Mercedes-benz UoA, LLU 


It doesn’t play nice with the other cars in its class. 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2008 C-CLASS. 


Why did we run the engine at redline for over equipped it with a suspension that automatically 
30,000 miles? Why did we test the suspension adjusts to changing road conditions, as well as 
at 130 mph? Why did we use high- massive antilock brakes that can bring 
strength steel in over 70% of the body it from 80 mph to a dead stop in just 
structure? The answer is simple: we four firm seconds* 


promised you a Mercedes-Benz. And it’s why we gave the C-Class 


This automobile wasn’t made to join aggressively aerodynamic lines, AMG 
its class, but to dominate it. That explains why we bodystyling and 17" staggered-width alloy wheels 
pushed its engine so hard, for so long, before that all shout, “Let’s play."** Though, don’t be 


letting it onto the showroom floor. It’s why we surprised if the other guys are a little hesitant. 


THE C-CLASS. The delights of dominance, mile after mile. Starting at $31,975. 
Unlike ‘any: other..<-————NNNqaem 


&) 


Mercedes-Benz 


MBUSA.com 
*Skid pad test results. Actual braking distances vary depending on surface, tire conditions and brake maintenance system. ** Only available on C-Class Sport Sedans. *MSRP for a 2008 C300 Sport Sedan includes 
Excludes all options, taxes, title, regis. and dealer prep. 2008 C350 Sport Sedan shown at $39,335 includes optional Iridium Silver metallic paint and Premium 2 Package. Options, model availability 


and actual dealer price may vary. See dealer for details. 


For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 


